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Blue badge holders face Olym 


EXCLUSIVE BY PAUL CARTER 


Blue badge parking facilities at 
London’s 2012 Olympic Park 
could be as much as 250 metres 
away from the park entrance, 
equivalent to the length of two- 
and-a-half football pitches, DN 
can reveal. 

Under current plans, the dis- 
tance from the southern park- 
ing areas to the park entry 
points “will not exceed” 250m, 
with the distance from the 
north no more than 150m. 

There are currently plans for 
“rest stops” every 50m, which 
will feature a “range of accessi- 
ble seating”. 

A “games mobility service” 
will be in operation, but visitors 
will only have access to it once 
they have entered the park itself. 
~ Peter Lainson, co-ordinator of 


~ the London Access Forum 


(RAF), said: “250m for ambulant 
disabled people is too much, 
especially in what we’d expect to 
be an experience that’s very 
enjoyable, but with a lot of 
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physical activity. To start off and 
end up with a walk of that sort 
of distance is quite a demand. 

“T would have expected, and 
the LAF would have expected, 
that there would have been 
some sort of arrangement to 
seek to make that journey that 
much easier,” he added. 

He said the forum would be 
urging the Olympic Delivery 
Authority (ODA), which is 
responsible for delivering the 
infrastructure of the games, to 
change its plans. 

An ODA spokesman said: 
“The combination of the rest- 
ing points together with the 
games mobility service of 
scooter hire, electronic vehicles 
and a loop-road shuttle bus is in 
place to overcome the distances 
from entrances to the venues. 

“These services will be heay- 
ily supported by personnel and 
volunteers, helping us create a 
seamless service for disabled 
spectators,” he added. 

But he declined to comment 
Onethe ‘distance from the 
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Distant dream: Disabled people could face a 250m stretch to the entry points to the Olympic Park, 
which includes the aquatic centre (above), during the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics. 


park entrance to the accessible 
parking. 

Allen Bergson, who investi- 
gated the standard of access at 
hotels. ins the capital in 


January’s DN, said: “250m is 
unbelievable because if a 
person is being pushed or is 
self-propelling, they will be 
knackered before they get there. 


If they use sticks, they won’t 
get there at all.” 

Newham council, the host 
council for the Olympic Park, 
declined to return DN’s calls. 


Abuse In 


BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


Campaigners have demanded a 
public inquiry into “major fail- 
ings” to protect a four-year-old 
girl with cerebral palsy from 
severe abuse. 

Social services were criticised 
for failing to protect the girl, 
Child B, from a catalogue of 
abuse by her parents. 

Kimberly Harte, 23, and 
Samuel Duncan, 27, from 
Maida Vale, were sentenced last 
month to 22 years in jail 
between them for causing griev- 
ous bodily harm to their daugh- 
ter, including serious bruising 
and burns from scalding water. 

Westminster social services 
have been criticised for returning 
her to her parents after she had 
been removed due to domestic 
violence, and for social workers 
failing to speak to her alone. 

A case review found staff 
may have “too readily” accepted 


uiry Call 


earlier injuries as accidents, but 
said social workers 
have foreseen the injuries”. 
Michael O’Connor, the 
council’s director of children 
and family services, told DN a 
second case review was under- 
way but denied there had been a 
child protection breakdown. 
Jon Sparkes, chief executive 
of Scope, said the case exposed 
“major failings”, and called for 


c 


‘could not 


a public inquiry. “From an inad- 
equate understanding of how a 
disabled child communicates to 
the availability of adoptive par- 
ents for disabled children, there 
is much that now needs to be 
reviewed in light of this case.” 

Jo Williams, chief executive 
of Mencap, and Margaret 
Kennedy, a disability and abuse 
consultant, also called for 
an inquiry. 

A Department for Education 
and Skills spokeswoman would 
not comment on the case. 


Dame Jane to 
take Lords seat 


Dame Jane Campbell has said 
her appointment to the House 
of Lords as one of six new 
crossbench life peers is the “ful- 
filment of a lifetime ambition”. 

The prominent campaigner, 
who was made a Dame in last 
year’s Queen’s birthday hon- 
ours, will sit on the crossbench- 
es as a non-party-political peer. 

Dame Jane was “flabbergast- 
ed” to hear the news. She added: 
“Social care will be even more 
important in years to come 
with an ageing population and 
I’m hoping to have an influence 
during debates and in the 
legislative process.” 

She played a major role in 
securing direct payments for dis- 
abled people, is a commissioner 
of the Disability Rights 
Commission and the 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights (CEHR), and is 
an active campaigner against 


new 


legalising assisted suicide. 
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News 3 


MS cannabis supplier 


tells of court ordeal 


BY SUNIL PECK 


A woman with multiple sclero- 
sis who narrowly avoided jail for 
helping to supply cannabis 
chocolate bars to disabled peo- 
ple has told DN she was driven 
to the point of suicide by her 
court ordeal. 

Lezley Gibson (pictured) was 
found guilty of conspiring to 
supply cannabis and received a 
nine-month jail sentence sus- 
pended for two years at Carlisle 
Crown Court in late January. 

Mrs Gibson said: “There are 
points when I would rather have 
been dead than go through what 
I went through. I said to my hus- 
band, ‘do you fancy driving the 
car off a cliff? ’ve had enough.’” 


Mrs Gibson and her husband, 
Mark, who received the same 
sentence, produced more than 


20,000 chocolate bars containing 
cannabis and sent them to peo- 
ple with MS. Niamh Eastwood, 
legal adviser at drugs charity 
Release, said: “We are glad to see 
that no custodial sentence was 
given [to the Gibsons], but the 
law is not clear in this area.” 

She added: “We have seen a 
number of prosecutions fail 


because courts did accept the 
use of cannabis for medical pur- 
poses fell within a necessity test. 
That’s no longer accepted.” 
Meanwhile, Conservative 
leader David Cameron, who is 
refusing to deny allegations that 
he used cannabis at Eton, has 
given cautious backing to the 
campaign to legalise the drug 
for medical purposes. Jeremy 
Hunt, his shadow minister for 
disabled people, said: “David 
has said that we would be 
“guided by the science”. 
“If the Medicines 
Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) were satisfied 
that there was scientific evidence 
that cannabis could be used 


and 


safely for medicinal purposes 
then we would make the neces- 
sary changes to the law.” 


Campaigners 


Disabled campaigners have spo- 
ken out against new calls to 
legalise assisted suicide, prompt- 
ed by the case of a terminally-ill 
woman who wants doctors to be 
forced to end her life. 

Kelly Taylor, from Bristol, 
who has heart and spinal condi- 
tions, wants the courts to rule 
that she should be given a sub- 
stantial dose of morphine to put 
her in deep sedation. 

She then wants her “living 
will” to come into effect. It says 


Consultation will 
help define what 
‘equality’ means 


The government has launched a 
public consultation to find out 
what equality means to dis- 
abled people, and how it should 
monitor progress towards it. 

The consultation’, led by the 
Office for Disability Issues, 
coincides with the publication 
by the Disability Rights 
Commission of its Disability 
Agenda**, which sets out the 
themes on which the new 
Commission for Equality and 
Human Rights should focus. 

Anne McGuire, minister for 
disabled people, said: “I look 
forward to seeing the outcomes 
of the consultation over the 
next few months.” 

The consultation period 
runs until 9 May. 
*The consultation document is 
at www.officefordisability. 
gov.uk/consultations, 
or for a hard copy or to attend 
a consultation event email 
Michael.Cooke@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 
**See feature, pages 20-21 


she does not want to be resusci- 
tated or be given artificial nutri- 
tion or hydration. She hopes to 
use the European Convention on 
Human Rights, which bans 
“inhuman or degrading treat- 
ment”, to persuade the High 
Court she should be allowed to 
die. 

But Dame Jane Campbell, a 
leading campaigner against 
assisted suicide, said: “Kelly 
Taylor absolutely has the right 
to adequate pain relief, but the 


speak out against euthanasia 


morphine increase is not the 
same as being allowed to die.” 

She said any euthanasia pro- 
vision would be “very danger- 
ous to the rest of society and 
disabled people, who would be 
very vulnerable to the sugges- 
tion they were better off dead”. 

Deborah Annetts, chief exec- 
utive of the pro-euthanasia 
charity Dignity in Dying, said 
the case “highlights the impossi- 
ble dilemma that the current law 
presents”. 
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be moved 


More than half of disabled 
people have problems using the 
Chip and PIN method of pay- 
ing for goods and services, 
according to a new survey. 

The report* by the disability 
charity Leonard Cheshire (LC) 
was released on the first 
anniversary of the introduction 
of Chip and PIN on 14 
February, and reveals that dis- 
abled consumers find it difficult 
to use the keypads on the 
machines and feel vulnerable 
when entering their PIN num- 
bers in shops. 

And nearly three in five of 
those surveyed said they found 
cash machines inaccessible. 

Lee Webster, LC’s campaigns 
coordinator, said: “Disabled 
people are facing unfair and 


Chip and PIN ‘unfair to 
many disabled people 


unnecessary barriers when it 
comes to accessing and spend- 
ing their own money. Banks 
and services have a legal and 
moral obligation to sort this 
out urgently.” 

Sandra Quinn, director of 
communications at the card- 
issuing authority APACS, said 
banks have to provide Chip and 
Signature cards to people 
unable to use Chip and PIN. 

She said there would be 
changes in the next couple of 
years to make Chip and PIN 
more accessible, but accepted 
much of the report. 

“Spending Power? For a copy, 
visit www.leonard-cheshire.org, 
or contact Lee Webster, tel: 
01273 778406, or 

campaigning@lc-uk.org 


email 


The art of politics: Anne McGuire meets artists Tom Yendell (right) 
and Keith Jansz at an exhibition of work by members of the 
Association of Mouth and Foot Painting Artists (MFPA). The exhi- 
bition, which coincided with the 50th anniversary of the MFPA, 
took place in the Upper Hall of the House of Commons last month. 
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Ticket to ride: A scheme for train passengers with assistance 
dogs has been launched by Arriva Trains Wales. The dogs will 
be allocated their own seat to ensure they travel in comfort 
and safety. Pictured are Ian Cross, and assistance dog Shaun, from 


Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. 


Poll action needed 


Disability charities have said gov- 
ernment pilot schemes aimed at 
making voting more convenient 
are no substitute for improving 
access at polling stations. 

Voters in 13 local authorities 
will have additional polling sta- 
tions and will be able to use the 
phone and internet to vote in 
this May’s local government 
elections. 

Katie Hanson, parliamen- 
tary officer at the deafblind 
charity Sense, welcomed the 
pilots but said: “Allowing peo- 
ple to vote by phone or over the 
internet is no substitute for 
accessible polling stations.” 

Guy Parckar, public policy 
manager at Leonard Cheshire, 
said: “It is encouraging that 
new ways of casting your vote 
are being examined as getting 


a 


your project. 
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to a polling station and putting 
a cross on a ballot sheet is sim- 
ply not accessible for all — par- 
ticularly while some polling 
stations remain inaccessible.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Department for Constitutional 
Affairs (DCA) said new elec- 
toral laws introduced last year 
require local authorities to hold 
a review of polling station facil- 
ities by the end of 2007, and 
then at least every four years. 

They also require councils 
“to have specific regard to the 
accessibility of premises for 
disabled persons, and to con- 
sult experts in the field of dis- 
abled access”. 

Each pilot will be evaluated 
by the Independent Electoral 
Commission, which will pub- 
lish its findings this summer. 
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Sentences could rise 


DNCAMPAIGN # 


BY JOHN PRING 


The government has said it is 
“looking favourably” on an 
amendment to its new mental 
health bill that would increase 
prison sentences for those who 
ill-treat or neglect people with 
learning difficulties or mental 
health problems. 

Mind is working with fellow 
disability and abuse charities 
Witness, Mencap, the Ann Craft 
Trust, Voice UK and Respond to 
introduce the amendment as the 
bill works its way through the 
House of Lords. 

The amendment would see 
maximum sentences of five 
years for ill-treatment or 
neglect, an increase from the 
current two years. 

Although the government 
has already increased the maxi- 


mum to five years in its Mental 
Capacity Act, that only applies 
to victims who have severe 
learning difficulties or mental 
health problems. 

The government drafted a 
similar offence to the new 
amendment in its original draft 
mental health bill, but when 
that was replaced with a short- 
er bill, the proposal was 
dropped (DN, June 2006). 

A Mind spokeswoman said: 
“Recent reports have highlighted 
how important it is to improve 
safety for vulnerable adults. 

“We need to make it clear 
that abuse of vulnerable people 
is a serious crime.” 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said the amend- 
ment was likely to be debated 
in Parliament as DN went 
to press. 

She added: “Ministers are 
looking favourably on it.” 


FE standards ‘uneven 


Standards for 16-18 year-old 
students with learning difficul- 
ties are “uneven”, according to 
the government’s education 
watchdog. 

A new Ofsted report” says 
18 of 22 colleges, including fur- 
ther education, sixth form and 
independent specialist colleges, 
do not the needed 
expertise to assess students — 
making it difficult to track their 
development. 

The findings are from a sur- 
vey of 22 colleges and eight 


have 


local Learning and Skills 
Councils, and an analysis of 13 
inspection reports. 

It calls for further staff train- 
ing, more information to be 
collected on students, and more 
emphasis on work placements 
that develop work-related 
skills. 

*Ofsted: Current provision and 
outcomes for 16—18-year-old 
learners with learning difficul- 
ties and/or disabilities in col- 
leges. For a copy, tel: 0700 263 
7833 or visit www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Placement review needed 

The Audit Commission called 
for a review of the system for 
placing children with special 
educational needs in schools 
outside the child’s home local 
authority area. 

The commission’s report 
questions whether current 
systems provide value for 
money or appropriate care. 

It also called for more 
collaboration between agen- 
cies and better monitoring of 
services, including new targets. 

More than 11,000 children 
are placed in out-of-authority 
special schools due to lack of 
local provision, costing local 
councils £500m each year. 


Leaflets unreadable, say MPs 
It takes an above-average level 
of literacy to read many of 
the leaflets produced by the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP), MPs have 
found. 

A report by the Commons 
public accounts committee 
said eight of the 137 ‘key 
leaflets tested in research 
required a reading age of 16. 

There was also no regular 
assessment of the 
accessibility of the leaflets. 

Leaflets aimed at older or 
disabled people were also 
difficult to obtain, with half 
of DWP offices failing to 
stock the leaflets required 
during the research. 


Campaign could help stigma 
A large-scale anti-stigma 
campaign could stop people 
with mental illness being 
discriminated against in 
finding employment, accord- 
ing to a mental health charity. 

Rethink called on the 
government to invest in an 
anti-stigma campaign to 
address the “prejudice, ignor- 
ance and fear” facing people 
with mental heath problems. 

It came as Department for 
Work and Pensions figures 
showed that 1,084,000 people 
with mental illness now claim 
incapacity benefit. 


Transition can be a ‘nightmare’ 
The transition from children’s 
to adult’s social services can 
be a “nightmare” for young 
disabled people, according to 
a report by the Commission 
for Social Care Inspection. 
Urgent action is needed by 
councils and primary care 
trusts to prevent the “delays, 
multiple assessments, 
confusion and anxiety” 
currently experienced. 
Factors that contribute to 
the problem include different 
eligibility criteria for young 
people and adults and 
different levels of funding. 
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BY ELIZABETH CHOPPIN 


MPs and peers have identified 
“a number of significant 
human rights issues” in the 
government’s welfare reform 
bill. 

The bill, which had draft 
regulations published in 
January, is intended to move 
one million people off incapac- 
ity benefit and into employ- 
ment. 

In its report*, the joint par- 
liamentary committee on 
human rights recommended 
that the bill should be amended 
to include the right to appeal 
benefits sanctions decisions 
related to the new employment 
and support allowance. 


It also suggested that the use 
of private and voluntary con- 
tractors “in the delivery of the 
new regime” could pose a 
breach of human rights. 

It said: “The application of 
the Human Rights Act to pri- 
vate bodies performing the 
functions of a public authority 
is an issue on which we have 
expressed our concern on 
numerous occasions.” 

The report added: “In the 
committee’s view, the bill raises 
a number of significant human 
rights issues.” 

Simone Aspis, parliamentary 
etficer = forthe United 
Kingdom’s Disabled People’s 
Council, welcomed the report’s 
conclusions. 


Welfare bill criticised 


She said: “We certainly think 
the Human Rights Act’s stan- 
dards will be severely compro- 
mised if Pathways to Work 
schemes are expected to be ser- 
vice providers and judge and 
jury all at the same time.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions said the report had 
been received and was being 
considered. 

Work and pensions minister 

Jim Murphy was due to 
respond to the report as DN 
went to press. 
*Legislative Scrutiny: First 
Progress Report. For a copy, 
ge MOON FONE OMY toy 
visit www.parliament.uk/ 
parliamentary_committees 


Renewed fears on menta 


The government’s mental 
health reforms could contra- 
vene the Human Rights Act, 
according to MPs and peers. 

WO report*® released last 
month by the joint parliamen- 
tary committee on human 
rights, called for more robust 
safeguards to be built into the 
mental health bill, which con- 
cluded its committee stage in 
the House of Lords at the end 
of January. 

The report questioned plans 
to allow social workers, nurses 
and clinicians to be given the 
power to renew detention of 
patients, which currently lies 
only with doctors. 

It also demanded that safe- 


Top Gear 
under fire 


A brain injury charity has crit- 
icised the “offensive and 
insulting” treatment of presen- 
ter Richard Hammond on his 
TV return after recovering 


from a high-speed car crash. 

The BBC2 motoring maga- 
zine Top Gear showed presen- 
ter James May offering Mr 
Hammond a tissue in case he 
started dribbling, and fellow 
presenter Jeremy Clarkson 
asking if he was now “a men- 
tale 

Mr Hammond was involved 
in a high-speed crash last 
September, sustaining head 
injuries that left him in a criti- 
cal condition. 

Headway received com- 
plaints from brain injury sur- 
vivors, and has made a formal 
complaint to the BBC and 
Ofcom. 

A BBC spokesman said Top 
Gear did not want to be 
“oushing and sentimental” and 
the term “mental” was used in 
a playful manner and “directed 
solely at Richard”. 


guards, or a “second opinion 
system”, be put in place for 
detained patients who are to 
undergo treatments that will 
cause “significant interfer- 
ences with physical integrity”, 
such as psychotropic medica- 
tion or electro-convulsive 
therapy. 

The committee questioned 
the idea of charging a patient 
for accommodation when they 
are held against their will, and 
called for patients to have the 
right to question the conditions 
of a community treatment 
order before a tribunal. 

It also suggested the bill’s 
“new, broad definition of men- 
tal disorder” required further 


hea 


th reform 


clarification to avoid discrimi- 
nation on the grounds of sexu- 
al orientation or identity. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said the report 
would be considered in all of 
its detail. 

She added: “We are pleased 
that in general it recognises that 
the bill is in line with the 
human rights legislation but, 
on first reading, we are some- 
what concerned about the 
accuracy of some of the com- 
mittee’s comments.” 
*Legislative Scrutiny: Mental 
Health Bill. For a copy, tel 020 
T2119 2ZIOV, OF WES VIO. 
parliament.uk/parliamentary_ 
committees 


Sounding good: Led by the town crier, a procession of wheelchairs 
and scooters travelled through the centre of Redditch on 8 February 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the town’s Shopmobility 
service. The scheme provides shoppers with free use of 
wheelchairs, scooters and mobility equipment. 


Lords to hear case 


The issue of whether private 
and voluntary care home 
providers should be exempt 
from the Human Rights Act 
(HRA) is to be settled by the 
House of Lords. 

In a case brought before the 
Court of Appeal, four older, 
disabled, care home residents 
from Havering and Birmingham 
claimed their local authorities’ 
decisions to move them into pri- 
vately-run homes would strip 
them of protection under the 
HRA. The court dismissed the 
case, but agreed to refer it to the 
Lords for “reconsideration”, 
owing to the public importance 
of the issue. 

The British Institute of 
Human Rights, which support- 
ed the case, said: “The courts 


have failed once again to close 
the legal loophole which denies 
protection under the HRA for 
the vast majority of care home 
residents who live in a private or 
voluntary-run home. 

“But the decision to refer this 
important issue to the House of 
Lords offers a ray of hope for 
thousands of people in care 
homes across the country.” 

Gordon Lishman, Age 
Concern’s director general, 
said: “Care home residents can 
be amongst the most vulnerable 
people in society — and not pro- 
tecting their dignity and human 
rights is abhorrent. 

“The House of Lords have to 
ensure that they secure all care 
home residents with the protec- 
tion that they deserve.” 
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COMPETITIVE QUOTES FOR WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
ADAPTED CARS ® POWERCHAIRS @ SCOOTERS ® TRIKES 


BREAKDOWN COVER FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 
POWERCHAIRS © SCOOTERS ® TRIKES 


HOUSEHOLD BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS 
SINGLE AND ANNUAL TRAVEL 


0845 2607051 / 52 


www.chartwellinsurance.co.uk 
info@chartwellinsurance.co.uk 


covered with care 


& DISABLED DRIVERS BUREAU 


CHARTWELL INSURANCE 
IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 


Premia Mobility is the new name 

in motor, home and travel 

insurance for people with specific 
lifestyle requirements. If you need 
cover that suits your style of living, we 
promise to take a fresh look with you. u: 


Premia Mobility 

Kings Court, London Road, Stevenage SG1 2GA 

Tel: 0870 907 9617 Fax: 01438 747465 

E: info@premiamobility.co.uk www premiamobility.co.uk 


TO GET A QUOTE CALI 


0870 907 9617 


8.00am-8.00pm Monday-Friday 


mobility 
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6 News 


Devon parking ‘confusing’ 


Parking concessions for dis- 
abled people in Devon are 
inconsistent and confusing, 
according to a new survey. 

The survey by Living 
Options Devon found that 
Exeter and Plymouth district 
councils offer free parking in 
pay and display car parks, while 
North and East Devon councils 
make no concessions. 


“There are inequalities, and it 


| 
| 
| 
is confusing,” said Jane Rolfe, | 
outreach worker for Living 
Options. Of the disabled people 
surveyed, more than two thirds | 
had seen non-blue badge holders _| 
abusing disabled parking bays. | 
Living Options is calling for | 
a consistent charging policy, | 
“rigorous enforcement” of dis- 
abled bays, and an end to advi- 
sory disabled spaces, which can- 


not be enforced. 


_ Delicious meals. 
Lovingly made and 
_ delivered with care. 


Digging in: MP David Blunkett and fellow MP Phil Willis cut the 
first turf of a new building project at a college for visually- 
impaired young people. Henshaws College, Harrogate, will have a 
22-bed unit, including eight bedrooms for wheelchair-users. 


SignTalk to close 


BY IVY BROADHEAD 


A video relay service for deaf 
people will close at the end of 
this month due to lack of fund- 
ing, despite Ofcom calling it an 
essential tool for British Sign 
Language (BSL) users. 
RNID SignTalk, 
allows BSL-users to make video 
calls over the internet, will be 
reduced to one day a week 
leading up to the closure. 
RNID executive director of 
technology and enterprise, Dr 
Mark Downs, said: “Ofcom has 


which 


yet to address the key question 
of funding. With adequate fund- 
ing, RNID would be able to 
develop and grow the service to 
benefit thousands of BSL-users.” 


BSL and SignTalk user 
Antony Rabin said: “SignTalk 
has made such a difference for 
me. Finally, I can communicate 
over the phone as freely as 
hearing people have been able 
to do for so long.” The service 
is used by 350 BSL-users in the 
UK, between 9am and Spm, 
with the £3 per minute cost 
paid by the RNID. 

An Ofcom spokesman said: 
“Ofcom has started to explore 
the ways in which such services 
could be provided.” 

Meanwhile, RNID has 
secured £8m from 
Futurebuilders England and the 
Royal Bank of Scotland to devel- 
op four units for deaf people 
with mental health problems. 


more 


Nacro bid 
to reduce 
orisoners 


Offenders with mental health 
problems should be diverted 
into the health and social care 
system rather than prisons, 
according to a crime reduction 
charity. 

The recommendation was 
made in a letter from Nacro to 
home secretary John Reid. 

Nacro chief executive Paul 
Cavadino said: “Nacro’s pro- 
posals would produce a lower 
and more stable prison popula- 
tion, while improving public 
protection by rehabilitating 
offenders more effectively.” 

In the letter, Mr Cavadino 
said health authorities should 
fund schemes to assess the men- 
tal health of offenders. He also 
suggested setting up specialist 
mental health courts, with mag- 
istrates and staff experienced in 
mental health, which could 
ensure appropriate sentencing. 

The recommendations were 
part of Nacro’s 10-point plan to 
reduce prison populations, 
which followed Mr Reid’s call 
for custodial sentences to be 
imposed only on violent, persis- 
tent and serious offenders. 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said it was grateful to 
Nacro for the proposals and 
was working on several schemes 
to improve the way people with 
mental health problems are 
dealt with by the courts. 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


Welcome to the Fiat Doblo Aspen wheelchair 
accessible vehicle by GM Coachwork. 


Hearty lamb hotpot, classic roast beef, succulent 
chicken breast, scrummy plum crumble... Whatever 
makes your mouth water, one of our friendly 
drivers will deliver it right to your door for free. 


OVER 175 DISHES « EASY TO HEAT « FREE DELIVERY 


For a 2007 menu call OSOO aly Pire, 


or visit Wwww.wiltshirefarmfoods.com 


More headroom 
» More eyeline isior 


More.service 


‘More quality. : as 


THE QUEEN'S AWARDS 
FOR ENTERPRISE 
2008 
to apetito itd 


The uncompromised Doblo Aspen is 


/o< ---=------------------------- === | now available on Motability from only 
Or post coupon to: Wiltshire Farm Foods, FREEPOST 3619 £300 advance payment.So now there My 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 8ZY (No stamp required) is no need to compromise comfort or See Motabi | ity 
Bes + — quality in your search for mobility. ee ce 
Address 3 www. motability.co.uk 
ROSiCOG ese ea _tel - DN17 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk Tel: 0800 3169327 
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Disabled police officer 


awarded compensation 


BY SUNIL PECK 


A police officer with dyslexia, 
who was signed off sick with 
depression and later resigned 
after his requests for support 
were turned down, has been 
awarded compensation by 
Hampshire police. 

When Philip Currier applied 
to join the police in 2003 he 
told Hampshire Constabulary 
of his moderate dyslexia and a 
report recommended he be 
given 25 per cent extra time to 
complete written exams. 

But the recommendation 
was overlooked and Mr 
Garricowtatled the initial 
entrance exam. 

He was allowed to retake the 
exam and passed, but during 


training he had to keep remind- 
ing tutors of his impairment. 

In the next stage of training, 
requests for help were repeated- 
ly ignored and he had to enrol 
himself on a literacy course. 

He fell behind with his 
work, and was eventually diag- 
nosed with depression and 
signed off work by his GP. 

Just 10 days after returning 
to work he was assessed against 
colleagues without dyslexia, 
who had not been on sick leave. 
The force decided to start dis- 
missal proceedings against him 
and he quit. The case was set- 
tled before it could be decided 
by an employment tribunal. 

Mr Currier, who now works 
for the Military Provost Guard 
Service, said: “I was transpar- 


ent about my disability from 
the start and worked extremely 
hard to fulfil my dream of 
becoming a police officer. 

“It’s a great shame that the 
Hampshire Constabulary did 
not make the same effort to 
help me progress in my career 
and shirked on its responsibility 
to disabled employees.” 

Graham Love, Hampshire 
Constabulary’s employee rela- 
tions manager, said the force 
had since become “far more 
joined-up” in its approach 
and “does everything it can to 
assist officers and staff with 
dyslexia”. 

He said three officers with 
dyslexia had successfully 
completed their probationary 
period in the last four years. 


a rf 


- ANTONIA JATER 


\: 


Maximum publicity: Max Lewis attends the London premiere of 
the Oscar-nominated film Notes on a Scandal, held last month in 
aid of Chickenshed theatre company. Max (left, with director 
Richard Eyre) plays Ben, the son of Sheba (Cate Blanchett). Max is 
a Chickenshed member, and actress Judi Dench, Oscar-nominated 


for her role in the film, is a trustee. 


Ombudsman brands council ‘absurd’ 


A council’s consultation on 
proposed changes to care ser- 
vice charges has been branded 
as “absurd” by the local gov- 
ernment ombudsman. 

Oldham Council failed to 
tell service-users exactly what 
its proposals were, claiming 
that doing so could prejudice 
the cabinet’s final decision. 

In her report, ombudsman 
Anmesocex said: ~ lousay 4f 
might prejudice the decision if 
consultees were told the pro- 
posals is as absurd as informing 
neighbours that a planning 
application has been received 


“The easy, safe and 


trouble free way to buy a 
mobility product from 


trusted, ethical and 


established companies.” Rovere, 


With more retail showrooms 
throughout the UK than any 
other mobility organisation, 

the experts who are 

members of the Mobility 
Matters Network have helped 
over 50,000 satisfied customers. 


but that they cannot know 
what the application is as it 
might prejudice the decision of 
the planning committee.” 

The report also found the 
consultation letter 
“extremely difficult to under- 
stand, complex and unfo- 
cussed”, and as it was sent to 
vulnerable people was “excep- 
tionally ill-considered”. 

Oldham Council’s executive 
director for adult and commu- 
nity services, Veronica Jackson, 
said: “We regret any inconve- 


Was 


nience or upset caused to any- 
one who uses our services.” 


all You need 
u spend your money 
protecti 
~I 
— —"corporating the popular Pricewatch Priceguide 


100 
read so (ooo Pricewatch Reports 


Your Com 
Logo” 


There’s no pressure, no sales gimmicks and no false promises, just years 
of experience and genuine people to talk to. 


Whatever mobility product you are considering, call our 24 hour 
enquiry line now to request a copy of our free popular Buyers Guide 
which really is worth reading before you buy a product. 


Or, you can write to us or or visit our website to request a guide. 


Over 50 Showrooms throughout the UK 


Call the 24 hour request line now on 


08705 134130 


www. mobilityripoff.co.uk 


or write to: 

Mobility Matters 
Dept DN 

Freepost NH0I70 
Kettering, NNI4 IBR 


4 eer cs oy 


NETWORK 


£1.7m strategy for autism is launched in Wales 


The Welsh Assembly 
Government has launched the 
first national strategy for 
people with autism in Wales, 
to be backed by £1.7 million 
extra funding. 

The plan* covers adult and 
children’s services and identi- 
fies responsibilities at national 
and local levels. 

Education minister Jane 
Davidson said: “It aims to 
raise awareness, to iron out 
inconsistencies and to spread 


good practice.” Health and 
social services minister Dr 
Brian Gibbons, said: “Because 
of the nature of autism, 
people fall into gaps between 
services. 

“It is therefore important 
that all professionals and 
agencies work together.” 

Chief executive of Autism 
Cymru, Hugh Morgan, 
ENncOuLascaE pcOple = tO 
give their feedback on the 
report, and said it was “an 


important step-forward for 
autism in Wales”. 

A consultation will last 
until 25 May. 
*The draft Strategic Action 
Plan for Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders. To be involved in the 
consultation, contact Penelope 
Davies, tel: 02920 825660, or 
write to her at: Children’s 
health and social services 
directorate, Welsh Assembly 
Government, Cathays Park, 
Cardiff CF10 3NO 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


NOW SU 


ve, 


(CESS 


CRASH TESTED 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


easycare 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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The Ultimate Accessible Vehicle 
7500mm (59") internal headroom Flat Floor 
S degree ramp angle 3 Seats + Wheelchair 
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design and adaptation of accessible vehicles 
Fiat Doblo Caddy Life VWSharan _ Toyota Previa 
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News 9 


Industrial injuries 
benefit reviewed 


BY PAUL CARTER 


A major disability benefit is to 


undergo a review, as part of the 
government’s benefits reform 
programme. 

About 350,000 disabled peo- 
ple receive industrial injuries 
disablement benefit (IIDB), 
which was introduced in 1948. 

Jim Murphy, minister for 
employment and_ welfare 
reform, said the review was 
part of the government’s 
commitment to help more 
people move off benefits and 
back into work. 

IIDB is a non-contributory, 
state-funded benefit that pro- 
vides support for people dis- 
abled through work or as a 
result of an occupational dis- 
ease. They do not have to prove 
their employer was negligent. 

Mr Murphy said: “The time 
is right to look at the kind of 


occupational injury scheme we 
need for the future. The work- 
force and labour market have 
changed radically [since 1948], 
with a huge shift away from 
heavy industries, and women 
forming half the workforce.” 

Paul Treloar, director of pol- 
icy and services for Disability 
Alliance, said the scheme was 
an “anachronism” and called 
for employers to take more 
responsibility for the health 
and safety of their staff. 

The review will consider 

who should be covered and 
whether employers should do 
more to reduce risks. 
*A consultation on_ the 
review ends on 24 April. To 
take part, tel: 020 7962 8597, 
email: adelphi.iidbreview@ 
dwp.gsi.gov.uk, or visit www. 
dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2007 
See page 30 for annual benefits 
upratings levels 


Musical shares: The London Symphony Orchestra launched its 


Discovery Disabilities Project* last month. There are workshops for 
people with learning difficulties (pictured), a project for people with 
mental health problems and another for people with visual impair- 
ments, all within the boroughs of Camden, Islington and Hackney. 
*Tel: 020 7382 2526, email: paul.broadhurst@lso.co.uk, or visit 


www.lso.co.uk 


Communication element would bring living allowance into 21st century 


Disability living allowance 
should include a sum of money 
to take account of a communi- 
cation impairment, MPs have 
been told. 

Danny Alexander, the Liberal 
Democrat disability spokesman, 
told an opposition day debate in 
late January on the life chances 
of disabled children a communi- 
cation element “could bring the 
DLA into the 21st century”. 

He also said there should be 


Campaign 
seeks 1m 
signatures 


A campaign calling for stronger 
European disability legislation 
is looking to collect one million 


signatures of support. 

The European Disability 
Forum (EDF) launched its 1mil- 
lion4disability petition* on 24 
January. Yannis Vardakastanis, 
president of the EDF, said: 
“We want a discrimination-free 
Europe and we are fighting 
TOR ites 

Richard Howitt MEP, presi- 
dent of the Disability 
Intergroup of the European 
Parliament, said: “This is a 
landmark campaign for dis- 
abled people in Europe and it 
will change their lives.” 

Signatures will continue to 
be collected until 4 October, 
when the petition will be 
presented to the presidents of 
the European Commission and 
the European Parliament, and 
to the Portuguese presidency 
of the EU. 
*ww.1million4disability.eu 


just a single, working-age 
benefit for disabled people who 
can’t work. 

Communication barriers were 
also addressed by the 
Conservative MP for 
Buckingham, John Bercow, who 
said there should be a speech and 
language therapist in all schools. 

Jeremy Hunt, the 


Conservative shadow disabled 
people’s minister, said the 
“mind-boggling complexity” of 


the current system was responsi- 
ble for the low up-take of avail- 
able benefits. 

He said: “Unless we tackle 
the link between disability and 
poverty, the government will fail 
to make progress towards its 
child poverty targets.” 

Anne McGuire, the disabled 
people’s minister, said there 
were still barriers facing young 
disabled people, but the govern- 
ment had listened to feedback. 


Stannah’s new generation of 
stairlifts are not only wonderfully 
easy to use, they also come with 
a host of innovative features. Like 
our unique tiller-style control arm 
and easy one-step folding action. 
Add to this our excellent customer 
care and 24-hour local backup, 
and you can see why we’re the 
makers of the world’s best-selling 
stairlifts. Why not give one of our 
experienced advisors a call and 


find out more. 


Stannah 


The Stairlift People 


You’ve seen one stairlift, 
you've seen them all. 


And other myths 
we'd like to dispel. 


Call 0800 715 124 ext.5513 


www.stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


She said it had produced the 
“first-ever cohesive cross-gov- 
ernment strategy to deliver 
equality for disabled people”, 
with the new Office for 
Disability Issues coordinating 
policy across Whitehall. 

But she warned that creating 
too rigid a benefits system 
would “financially penalise 
some of the most vulnerable 
disabled people, rather than 
helping them”. 


Wheelchair 
plan falls short 


Campaigners have given a 
guarded welcome to the Scottish 
Executive's, response toa 
review of NHS wheelchair ser- 
vices in Scotland. 

The executive announced the 
development of a national 
action plan for service delivery 
and new national guidelines. 

Carers’ needs will be taken 
into account in the assessment 
process, and the executive sup- 
ported the idea of a mobility 
and seating plan for each wheel- 
chair-user. The executive com- 
missioned the original review as 
a result of a petition to the 
Scottish Parliament in 2004 by 
the late Margaret Scott, whose 
daughter is a wheelchair-user. 

Liz Rowlett, policy, informa- 
tion and parliamentary officer 
for the Scottish Disability 
Equality Forum (SDEF), said: 
“SDEF is disappointed that the 
response falls short of setting up 
a single, integrated service for 
wheelchair provision, the key 
recommendation of the report.” 

Sheila Williams, head of 
disability initiatives for 
Capability Scotland, added: 
“We hope that the introduction 
of the disability equality duty in 
December 2006 will strengthen 
the involvement of disabled 
people in the future delivery of 
the wheelchair service.” 
*Moving Forward: Review of 
the NHS Wheelchair and 
Seating Services in Scotland; to 
get a copy of the report visit 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publica 
tions/2007/01/11160810/0 


FREEPHONE 0800 404 7067 
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10 News 


Politics party: 


issues faced by people with learning difficulties. 


James Paice MP visits residents and staff of 
Avenues, Cambridge, to promote interest in politics and talk about 


(From left) Paul 


Charles, James Paice, Chris Ballard, Peter Caldwell and Lyn Colsey. 


Mayor issues warning 


London’s mayor, Ken 
Livingstone, has suggested the 
body representing London’s 
boroughs might abolish the 
freedom pass, which provides 
free public transport to older 
and disabled people in the 
capital. 

London Councils is pressing 
for amendments to the conces- 
sionary bus travel bill to remove 
the “reserve scheme” that 
allows Transport for London to 
determine how much councils 
should contribute if no agree- 
ment can be reached with them 
on funding. 


In an open letter to freedom 
pass users, Mr Livingstone said: 
“London Councils have said 
abolish the 
Mayor’s reserve scheme alto- 
gether. This would end the right 
of the mayor to protect the free- 


they want to 


dom pass.” 

He added: 
Councils say that this is not a 
threat to the freedom pass — but 
in that case why do they persist 
with trying to abolish my pow- 


“London 


ers to guarantee the conces- 
sion?” 

But Cllr Daniel Moylan, 
chairman of London Councils’ 


transport and environment 
committee, denied there were 
any plans to abolish the pass, 
claiming the reserve scheme 
means negotiations with TfL 
“having a gun held to 
one’s head”. 

He said: “The mayor knows 
perfectly well that the freedom 
pass is not under threat. 

“It is a borough scheme and 
has run perfectly well for 
decades with no input from 
him. He simply wants to pro- 
tect TfL’s right to hold council 
taxpayers to ransom and rake in 
as much money as possible.” 


are like 


Scope to deliver training to TfL 


The charity Scope h as been 


A iit Ulle 
commissioned by Transport for 
London (TfL) to carry out a 
disability equality training pro- 
gramme aimed at protecting 
the rights of blue badge holders 
in the capital 

The programme is being 
delivered to 1,200 TfL staff, 
including traffic community 
support officers, traffic war- 
dens and enforcement staff. 


Chris Sherwood, Scope 
access and diversity manager, 
said: “This work indicates 
TfL’s strong commitment to 


ensuring that the rights of blue 


badge holders in London are 
enforced and protected. 

“The training being given to 
TfL staff is an important safe- 
guard against the abuse of the 
blue badge scheme.” 

Patrick Troy, head of traffic 
enforcement at TfL, said: “The 
rights of blue badge holders are 
clear and through this new 
training we intend to ensure all 
of the enforcement staff work- 
ing on TfL’s red route network 
are equipped with the skills 


they require, both to protect 
those rights and deal effectively 
with those who abuse them.” 


Poll exposes 


Disabled people are four times 
more likely to lack confidence 
using buses and trains than 
non-disabled people, a 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) poll has revealed. 

The poll found people with a 
mental health problem were 
more likely to lack confidence 
travelling than those with a 
physical impairment, and over 
40 per cent of disabled people 
were not confident taking unfa- 
miliar routes. 

Sir Bert Massie, chairman of 


the DRC, said: “The fact that 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS 


transport confidence gap 


people with mental health 
problems have the lowest levels 
of confidence using public 
transport shows the problem 
isn’t just about physical access 
but about service issues that are 
well within reach of transport 
providers to put right.” 

A Department for a 
spokeswoman said: 
aware of the survey, and fully 
support the DRC’s new com- 


“We are 


munications campaign to help 
address the confidence gap and 
encourage more young disabled 
people to use public transport.” 


She said the government 
wanted to improve access and 
that £600million had already 
been invested in improving the 
public transport infrastructure 
for disabled people. 


Correction 


In last month’s Valentine’s 
Special, we gave the wrong 
telephone number for the 
Outsiders self-help group. 
The correct number is 020 
73548291. We apologise for 
any inconvenience. 


Invatravel can now offer a full 


Volkswagen range of converted 
wheelchair accessible vehicles 


From coast to coast across the Midlands, 
to improve product choice and customer 
service the established firm of 

Invatravel Conversions 


has become a division of 


Brotherwood Automobility Ltd. 


Please give Joanne, Steve or Dave a 
ring on 01704 506608 to discuss your 
requirements. Whether it’s new, secondhand, 

short or long term hire, we can demonstrate 

at your home or you can visit our office to 


view the full selection to make your 
choice from the best available. 


Request a brochure or view on line 
www.invatravel.com 

For complete new and used listing visit 
www.brotherwood.com or 
www.brotherwood.co.uk 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS 


— Tel: 01704 506608 


Visit our website WWW. invatravel.com 
HOME DEMONSTRATION, NEW, EX-DEMONSTRATOR & SECOND HAND VEHICLES, SHORT AND LONG TERM HIRE 


Multipla 
recs naw a" 97 Lytham Road, Southport, Merseyside PR9 9UG, Fax: 01704 506607, Email: sales@invatravel.com 
Motability 
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Talkpad ee 


71oS8e@0RE 
Home Compose | Find Friends Styling Settings Exit 


Update your profile here. 
Type your new details below and press enter to save. 


Inclusive design: Wolff Olins’ motif alerts pedestrians; the Loadall 
helps pack car boots; Talkpad assists children with learning difficulties 


SAFESIDES... CLEARLY SAFER 


Prevents injury, entrapment and sensory deprivation. 
Suitable for adults and children. 


tel: 01903 733377 


Genie Care Ltd, T6 Rudford Industrial Estate, Ford, Arundel, West Sussex BN18 OBF 
fax: 01903 734368 email: sales@geniecare.com web: www.geniecare.com 


Winning logo 
points the way 


BY PAUL CARTER 


A new “visual language for 
mobility” has won this year’s 
Design Business Association 
(DBA) 
Challenge award. 

The “Go Steady” design by 
brand consultancy Wolff Olins 
was described by judges as a 


Inclusive Design 


“clever and powerful piece of 
design that has the capability 
of turning disability into 
mobility and sending out a 
really positive message”. 

The award, sponsored this 
year by the National Patient 
Safety Agency (NPSA), aims to 
encourage design that is inclu- 
sive and takes into account the 
needs of disabled people. 

Wolff Olins claims its inter- 
locking arrow motif has “far- 
reaching applications and 
implications for labelling, sig- 
nage and social awareness”, 
that would create a kitemark 
recognised by wearers and car- 
ers to encourage extra vigi- 
lance and support. 

Other shortlisted entries 


included Lugga, a hands-free 
shoulder strap for carrying 
shopping bags; Loadall, a 


device for loading heavy items 
into the boot of a car; Free 
From Falls, a body-suit to 
warn wearers of impending 
falls; and Talkpad, an 


interactive software 


pro- 
gramme to assist children with 
learning difficulties. 
Reviewing the shortlist, 
Colum Lowe, head of design 
and human factors at the 


Winning concept: The “Go 
Steady” logo from Wolff Olins 


NPSAt said“ Were really 
excited about the innovative 
solutions that have been devel- 
oped in response to our brief 
and the levels of interest to 
patient safety within the 
design community. 


“This shortlist 


clearly 


demonstrates the key role 
design can play in improving 
the quality and safety of 
patient life.” 

Addressing the audience at 
the Royal College of Art 
(RCA), Anne McGuire, minis- 
ter for disabled people, said: 
“Disabled 


expect everyday products to be 


people rightly 
designed in a way that meets 
their needs. They should not 
be expected to develop coping 
strategies, which is what very 
often happens. 

“While I can’t promise that 
good design will ensure suc- 
cess for a product, I can assure 
you that poor design will 
alienate millions.” 

She added: “The rewards 
are there for good designers, 
and I’m grateful to the DBA 
for their championing of inclu- 
sive design and I heartily sup- 
port their claim that design 
can play a key role in improv- 
ing the quality of life of dis- 
abled people. If designers get it 
right for disabled people, they 
get it right for everyone.” 

There are no plans at pre- 
sent to put any of the designs 
into production. 


At GM Coachwork 

we have created the 
new Citroen C8 Cirrus 
The benchmark in luxury 
accessible vehicles 


Contact us for more 


information on our 
comprehensive range 
of vehicles... 


Citreon C8 


by GM Coachwork 


CO ' a 


“codenwork 


Citroen C8 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk # 01626 853050 
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The best is often the simplest to use! 
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BROTHERWOOD 


ee ee Visit our website WWW.brotherwood.com 
Tel: 0 1 935 872603 Plilar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP Fax: 01935 872853 e e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 
HOME DEMONSTRATION, NEW, EX-DEMONSTRATOR & SECOND HAND VEHICLES, SHORT AND LONG TERM HIRE 
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Former MP in fight for vital eye care 


BY SUNIL PECK 


A former Labour MP is threat- 
ening court action to secure 
free treatment for the wet form 
of the age-related eye condi- 
tion macular degeneration 
(AMD). 

Alice Mahon, who was 
diagnosed with the condition 
in November, was prescribed 
the drug Lucentis by a consul- 
tant, who told her she would 
have to appeal to a subcom- 
mittee of Calderdale Primary 
Care Trust, which would 
decide if the trust would fund 
the treatment. 

Mrs Mahon said: “It 
took them seven weeks to 
decide. By this time I think 


Former MP Alice 


Delay: 
Mahon’s case went to committee. 


the eye had deteriorated.” 

She added: “I think that it is 
awful that when a consultant 
diagnoses and prescribes [a 
drug] that the National Health 


Service sets up a committee to 
say yes or no.” 

Linda Riordan, Mrs 
Mahon’s successor as MP for 
Halifax, in West Yorkshire, 
has tabled an early day 
motion, calling for the treat- 
ment to be funded, and has 
sponsored a private members! 
bill, which will have a second 
reading this month. 

In trials, has 
improved vision in a third of 
patients and halted deteriora- 
tion in most of the rest. It has 
been licenced for use across 
the European Union. 


Lucentis 


Pete Torkington, communi- 
cations manager at the 
Macular Disease Society, said 
there were about 27,000 new 


cases of the wet form of early 
stage AMD a year and 
described Lucentis as a “major 
step forward”. 

Mr Torkington added: 
“PCTs need to agree straight 
away that they will fund treat- 
ment with Lucentis, and the 
National Institute for Health 
and Clinical Excellence 
(NICE) needs to speed up their 
process of review so they can 
mandate the guidance to the 
RG ists 

NICE will issue guidance on 
the funding of Lucentis after a 
review due to be completed in 
September. 

ltaswiprro localeP Gis to 
decide whether to fund the 
drug in the interim. 


SSRI anti-depressants 
‘Increase danger of 
falls and bone fractures’ 


A major group of anti-depres- 
sants can double the risk 
of bone fractures, a study 
suggests. 

Canadian researchers look- 
ing at people over 50 with 
depression have found a link 
between selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) use 
and@a, greater number of 
falls "and ay ceduction.in 
bone density. 

Dr Brent Richards, who led 
the research, said: “In light of 


New "Gracile" for 
children from 4 
years old 


the high rate of SSRI use 
among the general population, 
and among elderly persons in 
particular, further studies 
are Neeced tovconfirm our 
findings.” 

Sophie Corlett, policy direc- 
tor for the mental health chari- 
ty Mind, said: “Talking thera- 
pies are recommended as the 
preferred treatment for depres- 
sion for most people. 

“But because talking thera- 
pies are not available in much 


MEDIMOTION 


THE NEW “VIVA 2" STATE OF THE ART THERAPEUTIC EXERCISER. 
FULLY PASSIVE MOTION « ASSISTED ACTIVE MOTION ¢ OR FULLY ACTIVE 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE 
AND GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Talking cure: The charity Mind advises counselling for depression 


of the country, GPs are being 
forced to prescribe drugs when 
alternative treatments would 
be preferable.” 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage progress 


and provides on screen symmetry and analysis. 


Used extensively worldwide for M.S, C.P stroke 
and spinal injury rehabilitation and physiotherapy. 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR 
CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS AND IMPROVE 
THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


She added: “Here is further 
evidence that psychiatric drugs 
can carry significant costs for 


those people who take them.” 


"Viva 2" Full 
body model 


Boy died of asthma 
attack an hour after 
leaving hospital 


A young boy with asthma died 
less than an hour after being 
discharged from a London hos- 
pital, his father claims. 

Shadi El-Bhnasawy, 15, was 
admitted to hospital after an 
asthma attack in December. He 
was initially told he would have 
to stay in hospital for three to 
four days, but was discharged 
by a consultant that evening. 

Within an hour of returning 
home, Shadi had a second asth- 
ma attack. Although an ambu- 
lance had been called, a fast 
response car was despatched 
instead. 

The boy’s father, Mohamed, 
was critical of the care his son 
received. 

“It was undignified. The 
two women didn’t even know 
how to lift him off the floor,” 
he said. 

On 
London hospital, Shadi was 


arrival at a second 


pronounced dead. 

Mr El-Bhnasawy said: “I’m 
now in a period of blaming 
myself for going to collect him 
[from the original hospital]. 

“(His death was caused by] 
an accumulation of mistakes.” 

The hospital declined to 
comment until an inquest had 
taken place. 

The charity Asthma UK said 
about 75 per cent of hospital 
admissions and up to 90 per 
cent of deaths as a result of 
asthma are preventable. 

Bue atasaidat could i10t 
comment on individual cases. 


Welsh minister 
scraps charges 
for prescriptions 


Disability campaigners have 
welcomed the decision to scrap 
prescription charges in Wales 
from the start of next month. 
The 
announced by Dr 
Gibbons, Welsh minister for 


decision was 


Brian 


healthvand Social care, im 
January. 

Disability Wales communi- 
cations manager, Penni Bestic, 
described the news as “fabu- 
lous” and said it would help a 
lot of disabled people in 
Wales. 

People registered with a 
Welsh GP and people in Wales 
with a GP in England and an 
accompanying entitlement 
card, who get their prescrip- 
tions from a Welsh pharmacist, 
will be entitled to free prescrip- 
tions. 

Dr Gibbons said: “This is 
the simplest and most effective 
way of resolving health 
inequalities and those inconsis- 
tencies in prescribing.” 
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Jordanne is first British 
winner of masters title 


BY PAUL CARTER 


Jordanne Whiley has become 
Britain’s first ever singles cham- 
pion at the Cruyff Foundation 
Wheelchair Tennis Juniors 
Masters. 
The 


Halesowen, in the 


from 
West 
Midlands, overcame the top 
seed, Katharina Kruger, from 


14-year-old 


Germany, with a 6-3, 6-1 victo- 
ry in the final in Tarbes, France. 
Whiley, along with partner 
Louise Hunt, also took the 
girls’ doubles title, while 
Nottinghamshire 18-year-old 
David Phillipson teamed up 
with Scotland’s Gordon Reid to 
win the boys’ doubles. 
Phillipson also made the 
final of the boys’ singles, but 
was defeated in straight sets by 
Frenchman Nicolas Peifer, 
ranked number one in the 
International Wheelchair 
Tennis Junior Rankings. Britain 
had never won a junior wheel- 
chair tennis masters title in any 
event prior to the tournament. 
The Cruyff Foundation 
Wheelchair Tennis Juniors 


2005 05 VW T5 Versa, 27,000 miles, A/C, Ramp 
2005 05 Chairman Ford Connect TDi, 2,700 miles 
2004 53 Trafic Versa, Ramp, 18,000 miles, A/C 

2003 Expert HDi, 6 seats, chair side ramp 

2002 02 Master Versa 2.2D, 33,000 miles, Tail lift 
2001 51 Brotherwood Sharan 2.0, Auto, 15,000 miles 
2001 Y Toyota Hiace 2.4D, Ramp, 47,000 miles 

2001 Y Brotherwood Berlingo, 30,000 miles 

2001 Y Voyager TD Chairman, A/C etc 

2000 W VW 1.9TDi Transporter, Ramp 

2000 W Suzuki Wagon R, by Jubilee Group 

1999 T Master 2.2D, Ramp, 2 owners, 37,000 miles 
1998 R Sharan 1.9 TDi, Automotive group, 60,000 miles 
Brotherwood Sharan — Galaxy — Alhambra models. 
Toyota Previas by Automotive Group 


VW Transporters & Caravelles 
Mercedes Vitos 

Kangoo & Berlingo models 
Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


Masters took place alongside 
the final four days of the 
renowned Les Petits As tourna- 


ment for non-disabled players 
between the ages of 12 and 14, 


£14,250 
£12,250 
£11,450 
£10,995 
£16,995 
£7,750 
£8,495 
£13,750 
£6,995 
£5,495 
£7,495 
£7,495 
Choice of 12 
Choice of 3 


Team of champions: (From 
left), the British squad are 
Jordanne Whiley, coach Geraint 
Richards, Louise Hunt, Gordon 
Reid, David Phillipson. Inset, 
Jordanne Whiley 


where the likes of Rafael 
Nadal, Richard Gasquet, 
Martina Hingis and Kim 


Clijsters have all been former 
champions. 


Choice of 7 FA 


Choice of 4 
Choice of 15 
Choice of 9 


scots qualify for Brazil 


A team of disabled footballers 
from Scotland have qualified 
for a prestigious tournament in 
Brazil. 

The Scottish cerebral palsy 
national team will be playing in 
the Cerebral Palsy International 
Sport and Recreation 
Association (CPISRA) World 
Championship in Rio this 
November. All of the players, 
who are aged between 15 and 
42, either have cerebral palsy, or 
have had a stroke, or an 
acquired brain injury. 

They won their place on the 
basis of their European ranking 
of seventh. Stuart Sharp, the 
Scottish Football Association’s 
development officer for disabil- 
ity football, who is also the 
team’s manager, said the play- 


ers were “chuffed” with their 
qualification, saying the tour- 
nament would be a “huge test”. 

They will be up against 
tough opposition, with world 
and Paralympic champions 
Ukraine competing alongside 
the likes of Brazil, Argentina, 
Japan and Australia. 

Sharp said: “Whether they 
come back with a medal, we 
will have to wait and see, but 
theyll go there with a positive 
spirit and do their best.” 

The squad of 35 have only 
been together a year, with some 
members joining in the past 
two months. They need new 
players, and anyone interested 
should contact Stuart Sharp at 
the Scottish Football 
Association, tel: 0141 616 6077. 


Para-cycling team win 10 medals 


The British para-cycling team 
won 10 medals from 13 events 
at the Australian Open Track 
National Track Champion- 
ships in Sydney in early 
February. 

Sprint world champions 
Anthony Kappes and Barney 
Storey won the tandem sprint, 
while the women’s kilo world 
champions Aileen McGlynn 
and Ellen Hunter took gold in 
a ride-off. 


In the team sprint event, Rik 
Waddon, Jody Cundy and 
Darren Kenny posted a time of 
52.27 seconds to secure victory. 

There were also individual 
golds for Cundy and Kenny in 
the 1km time trial, and for 
Sarah Bailey in both the 3km 
pursuit and 500m time trial. 

The team’s next major com- 
petition will be the Visa 
Paralympic World Cup in 
Manchester on 11 May. 
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SCENIC 


RENAULT CREATEUR D’AUTOMOBILES 


SCENIC 


FRE Ay fers 


The new Scénic range from £295 AP* Get more in for less. 


Packed with features including new styling, an improved interior, the option of a 2.0 dCi 150 diesel engine and the Grand Scénic 
5 Seat with increased boot space, the new Scénic range is now available from as little as £295 AP* For details of how you can get 
any version on the Motability Scheme, visit www.motability.renault.co.uk or call 0800 387 626. 


| ais *Advance Payment (AP) price is for 1.6 Scenic Dynamique. Car shown is Grand Scénic 5 Seat Privilege. 
oe Motability Offer is only valid for applications to Motability from 1 January - 31 March 2007 and is correct at time of going to press. 


Fuel consumption figures for the Grand Scénic 5 Seat 2.0 dCi 150 6-speed model: Urban 38.7 (mpg) 7.3 (litres/100km), 
Extra Urban 56.5 (mpg) 5.0 (litres/100km), Combined 48.7 (mpg) 5.8 (litres/100km). CO, emissions (g/km): 154. 
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REUTERS pane 


War veterans fac 


There are more than 13,000 British men and women fighting in 
lraq and Afghanistan. But what happens to those who become 
disabled while on active service? Sunil Peck investigates 


orporal Scott Garthley 

remembers running for 

cover during a scud 
missile attack in Iraq. The next 
thing he remembers is waking 
up in a hole in the ground, 
unable to move and with all 
of his muscles in spasm. 
Somehow, he had managed to 
put on his full chemical 
warfare suit and had taken a 
photograph of his son out of 
his wallet and placed it inside 
his gloves. 

The Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) says there are currently 
7,100 personnel fighting in Iraq 
and 6,000 in Afghanistan. It is 
too early to know how many of 
them have or will become 
permanently disabled in the 
battlefield. The MoD says the 
figures for those who were 
medically discharged in 2005 
and 2006 will be made available 
“over the coming months”. 

But what support is given to 
those men and women who 
have become disabled while 
fighting for their country? 

Those who, for instance, 
sustain injuries leading to the 
amputation of limbs, receive 
treatment and rehabilitation 
from the military and, if no 
post can be found for them in 
the forces, will be discharged. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that many of those who 
become amputees receive 
excellent medical support and 
rehabilitation while still in the 
forces. Some of them are even 
able to return to the front line. 


But in the case of 
psychological injuries, such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), it can take some time 
for the symptoms to emerge. 

The consensus among ex- 
services organisations is that 
the medical treatment and 
support given to servicemen 
and women is good, but a lot 
more needs to be done to 
support those who return to 
civvy street. 


‘Our main focus is when 
they are discharged from 
the services, lose the 
support of the MoD and 
get dumped on the NHS’ 


Jerome Church, general 
secretary of the British 
Limbless Ex-Service Men’s 
Association, was a lieutenant 
serving in Northern Ireland in 
the early 1970s. He lost a leg, 
but ended up staying in the 
army until 2000. He says the 
approach of the army is: “If 
you Can cope, you can stay in.” 

“T could never have yomped 
across the Falklands,” he says, 
“but I could have commanded a 
battle group in Germany in 
armoured vehicles.” 

Church says that, since the 
beginning of military 
operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, there have been 
about 27 servicemen who have 
lost limbs, and only five have 
left the services. 


Patrick Leavey, head of 
public affairs at The Royal 
British Legion, says there is a 
marked difference between the 
support given to those who stay 
in the armed forces and those 
who are discharged. 

“When they are in the armed 
forces, we think that the 
support they are given is 
actually adequate and we are 
relatively happy with that,” he 
says. “Our main focus is when 
they are discharged from the 
services and they just lose the 
support of the MoD and get 
dumped on the NHS.” 

Leavey would like to see the 
government be more proactive 
in steering ex-service personnel 
in the direction of 
organisations that can provide 
expert medical support and 
treatment. 

One of those organisations 
is Combat Stress, which deals 
with ex-servicemen and women 
with PTSD, or who experience 
nightmares, flashbacks, hyper- 
alertness and anxiety after 
active service. 

Robert Marsh, the charity’s 
director of fundraising and 
public relations, says Combat 
Stress already has more than 
140 veterans from the current 
Iraq war on its books. He 
admits to being “surprised” by 
how high the figure is, as the 
“average” veteran does not seek 
help from the charity until at 
least 10 years after they have 
served. 

He adds: “From our 


Realities of war: (From left to right) British soldiers in Afghanistan 
attempt to locate the assailants of an army vehicle; former private 
Anthony Bradshaw, who has flashbacks to Iraq and panic attacks, 
and has been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder; under 
secretary of state for defence, Derek Twigg, visits patients and staff 
at The Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre (DMRC) at Headley 
Court, near Epsom, one of 15 such units 


experience, it is definitely true 
to say that there are probably 
many, many more out there, 
but often with these conditions 
it is late onset symptoms that 
we end up picking up. 

“What we’re trying to do is 
encourage people to come to 
us much earlier because then 
all the other associated 
problems like a lack of a 
family network, 
unemployment, becoming 
socially withdrawn or trying to 
self-medicate with drugs or 
alcohol are less likely to 
happen.” 

Marsh would also like to see 
veterans treated in military 
hospitals. “The treatment they 
are getting from the NHS 
probably isn’t that acceptable, 
because the whole thing about 
psychological injury is the 
patient has to engage in the 
treatment. If, as an ex- 
serviceman, you go to a PTSD 
clinic for example, you will be 
there with people that have 
suffered trauma from a 
difficult birth or a road traffic 
accident or any other civilian- 
initiated trauma.” 

Church agrees, and says ex- 
servicemen and women need to 
be treated in military hospitals 
where they can be among 
comrades. Unfortunately, seven 
of Britain’s eight military 
hospitals have closed since the 
early 1990s, and the remaining 
one, in Gosport, is due to close 
soon. 

An MoD spokesman told 
DN: “It is only through day-to- 
day involvement in clinical 
practice that medical personnel 
are able to maintain their skills 
and qualifications, enabling 
them to respond quickly and 


fight for es 


efficiently to a wide range of 
medical casualties. Given the 
advances in medicine and 
clinical practice, this range and 
variety of experience and 
activity can only be provided in 
a large NHS hospital. 

“The decision to close 
military hospitals was taken 
over a decade ago, after it had 
become clear that our existing 
military hospitals did not have 
a sufficient patient volume or 
range of cases to develop and 
maintain the skills of our 
medical personnel.” 

The spokesman said the 
department had established 
MoD hospital units (MDHUs) 
within six NHS hospitals, 


‘We encourage people to 
come to us much earlier 
before they become 
socially withdrawn or try 
to self-medicate with 
drugs or alcohol’ 


including the Royal Centre for 
Defence Medicine at Selly Oak 
Hospital in Birmingham. 

But Corporal Garthley says 
he was shocked by the 
treatment he received from the 
NHS after the scud missile 
attack. Despite his experience 
in Iraq, he says his nightmare 
really began when he was 
“dumped” in the accident and 
emergency unit at Selly Oak. 

On arrival, a nurse asked 
him to remove his uniform in 
case it offended anybody. A 
doctor told him there were no 
beds for him, and gave him a 
walking stick and instructed 
him to go home and rest and 
visit his GP if he started feeling 
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ill. Garthley has subsequently 
had 18 private operations on 
his shoulder, spine and knees. 


PTSD and is on constant 


medication. He is now suing 
the MoD for medical 


He has been diagnosed with 


negligence. The MoD 
spokesman said it could not 
comment on individual cases 
but the Defence Medical 
Services Department (DMSD) 
“works hard to ensure that 
military patients are treated 


respect”. 


MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 


with the utmost care and 


He said the DMSD had not 
received any recent complaints 
regarding care at Selly Oak, 
which was a “world-class 
facility”, but any complaint 


would be thoroughly 
investigated. 

He added: “As it is based in 
an NHS facility there may be 
times [for security reasons] 
that we do not wish our service 
personnel to be identified. This 
could include the removal of 
uniforms. This action would 
however only be taken in the 
interests of safety for the 
patient.” 

Anthony Bradshaw is 
another soldier struggling to 
lead a normal life after serving 
in Iraq and leaving the army. 

He was stationed near Basra 
in 2003 when he was bitten by 
an insect, and his arm swelled 
up. Ever since returning to 
England, he has been breaking 
out in huge boils all over his 
body and he claims to have 
been battling to see a tropical 
medicine specialist for the last 
four years. 

Panic attacks, nightmares 
and flashbacks from his time in 
Iraq are a daily occurrence, 
and just boarding a bus or 
walking to the shops frightens 
him. He claims an army doctor 
noted in his records that he 
may have PTSD, but says he 
did not receive any counselling 
then and has not received any 
since. 

The MoD again refused to 
comment on his case, but said 
psychiatric care for service 
personnel reverts to the NHS 
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after they leave the armed 
forces. 

The spokesman added: 
“DMSD ensures a transition of 
medical details and knowledge 
to that person’s GP to ensure 
adequate provision and care is 
provided. 

“Personnel who feel that a 
behavioural condition is linked 
to a period of service may be 
seen by a defence medical 
service specialist. However, 
care would be undertaken in 


the NHS.” 


Patrick Leavey says The 
Royal British Legion is 
continuing to develop its 
thinking on the treatment of 
ex-service personnel, and that 
its president was due to visit 
the military-managed ward at 
Selly Oak to make sure it was 
“up to scratch”. 

But he says the charity is 
“keeping a close” eye on the 
treatment of ex-servicemen 
and women. 

“There are obviously some 
examples where it has not been 
adequate,” he says, “but my 
understanding is that it is 
adequate. We would like it to 
be excellent.” 


PREMIER 
PARTNER) | 


il ee THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 

. fi AKG MAKE/MODEL COLOUR ~~ SPECIFICATION ‘MILEAGE 

' “ee > Citroen Berlingo WAV RX55 VGG Silver 3 Seats, Ramp 2,195 10,995 

halk ) Fiat 1.3 Diesel Dobl6 WAV MDO06 UDT Blue 3 Seats, Ramp, Winch, Air Con 1,800 10,495 

. SOE Renault Kangoo 1.6 Petrol Auto PJ54 WXE Mt Blue 3 Seats, Ramp, Air Con 8,000 11,195 

D +? Renault Kangoo Auto Aly i]. Blue 3 Seats, Ramp 10,000 7,995 

| i ey Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa PN52 XDH Blue 5 Seats, Tail Lift 25,013 10,995 

| Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Versa PN52 XCF Blue 5 Seats, Tail Lift 29,669 10,995 

Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa DK51 UUY Blue 4 Seats, Tail Lift, Air Con 28,000 38,995 4 

: Bee VW Transporter 1.9 D T26 T5 YN54 YGK Blue 5 Seats, Ramp, Winch 12,047 13,495 

a3 ( VW Transporter Versa 2.5D Auto W878 MWG Blue 5 Seats, Tail Lift 34,909 7,595 

ALL VEHICLES VW Transporter 2.5 Diesel Versa YP52 BVK Green 4 Seats, Ramp 16,087 3,995 


PULL TESTED TO © eALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED @ 6 MONTHS WARRANTY @ ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 


| Mi STANDARD 


WE PURCHASE GOOD ha USED VEHICLES Contact us on the number below 


( =NO NV AVAILABLE |) 
o| THE AY SAP 
RENAULT : 
TRARIC 
FROM £16,295" fy 


ALVIS) Approved 


Renault MASTER 
2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel, 
also available 
in Automatic. 


Renault KANGOO 
1.2 petrol, Authentique. 
Automatic available, 
also available in Diesel. 


VW T5* (LvTA) 
1.9 T.D.I. turbo diesel. 
Electric Winch 
included. 


Fioyotd HIACE* ( (LVTA) 
ABS, also available 2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, 
in Automatic. ABS. 


Electric Winch included. 


£17,995 &£19,795 (Aviojo.t.R | 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAE 


£ AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVI 


i ERCA SALES 01 fT 40 00 FAX: 0151 495 1382 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WAS 7AL 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack 
or to arrange a demonstration please contact 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), 

Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). 


e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm E&0E 
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Mobilitysolutions 


Beautifully engineered : Stylishly designed : Practical and affordabl 
abie 


. Viercedes Benz Vaneo Libert 


Mercedes Benz Vaneo Liberty is a sophisticated wheelchair accessible 
MPV offering almost 60 inches of wheelchair passenger rear headroom 
and four passenger seats as standard. Over recent years this supero 
vehicle has proved to be enormously popular, offering dignified mobility 
rs solutions for those requiring space, style and practicality. We usually 
have a selection of one owner, low mileage pre-owned vehicles in 
either petrol, diesel or automatic 


derivatives. Please call. 
Automatics & Manuals Late models from 


ies £15,995 


Fully ly adapted 


Volkswagen Caravelle Liberty is amazingly versatile. A truly prestigious ieeehan 
accessible or wheelchair driver luxury MPV with over 200 different options was. 
available from Jubilee. Whether it’s a simple low impact access conversion te 
or a complex drive from wheelchair solution; we have them all. Lowered a 
rear floor, underfloor or onboard chair lift and fold out ramps ensure ; - = 
that whatever your mobility needs this superbly elegant and spacious 
vehicle is the ..... ultimate mobility choice 


New from just 


20,995 


Fully adapted. 


See more on our award winning website 


VW 175 Shuttle Libert 


Volkswagen New T5 Liberty is the best value for money accessible MPV we have ever 

A. seen and is also available as a wheelchair driver solution from Jubilee. This wonderfully 

- spacious & economical turbo diesel can be specified in two wheelbases and with a 

' whole range of engine and gearbox options including the impressive 6 speed tiptronic. 
We are able to offer both new and used models including :- low floor, chairlifts & low 

impact conversions. 


See them all at www.jubileeauto.net New from just 


£16,995 


Fully adapted. 


Fiat Doblo Libe 


Fiat Doblo Dx, DL & Ds Liberty from Jubilee are quite simply the best value for money 
wheelchair accessible cars ever, offering far better value for money & much 

betier access than an equivalent Renault Kangoo. We can now supply brand new, 
wheelchair accessible high roof Doblo’s at truly amazing value with 5 seats and 
circa 60 inches of rear wheelchair passenger headroom. Economical, anal eee 
stylish & practical. Take advantage of our SPECIAL OFFER 


New from just ... and BUY A NEW ACCESSIBLE DOBLO fl Ri , mai 


£8, 995 for just £8,995 or £99 deposit i: 
www. 
Best for New & Best for Usec 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ 
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SEAT Alhambra L & Liberty from Jubilee are without doubt the most refined and desirable 
wheelchair accessible vehicles available today in the UK. Why compromise when you 
can own one of these beautifully adapted luxury MPV’s, complete with up fo five 
passenger seats and our superbly designed and engineered lowered floor 
access conversion for less than you would ever imagine ? 
Why not take a look on our new website at www.jubileeauto.net 
ee iia: and see for yourself. 


New from just 


£18,995 


ully adapted 


5 Suzuki Liberty & Suzuki Life are totally unique. Suzuki Liberty offers full wheelchair 
sam. access in a compact motorcar whilst Suzuki Life delivers full independence 
~ for wheelchair drivers with fully automated access solutions and disabled driver 
hand controls plus a fully automatic gearbox. Whilst others in the UK have focused 
their attentions on producing converted vans, we took the view that people with 
disabilities deserved better. The outcome; two superb mobility 

products. New & Used in stock 


New and Used from 


£6,000 


Fully adapted 


Why not call us free on 0800 634 8407 


For those wishing to transfer from their wheelchair we are now able to offer an extended range of quality new or used 
cars, MPV’s or luxury 4x4’s with a range of low impact adaptations such as wheelchair hoists, HetiNumeh controls, side steps 
or modified seating which fully qualify under the scheme for full relief giving you the ==] 
opportunity to save thousands of pounds on the cost of the vehicle. 
For example, we are offering a range of late low mileage luxury 4x4’s 
with savings of well over £5000 against 
typical dealer prices, including the cost 
or the adaptations. 
See them all on our fantastic website 


SAVE more than 


£5,000 


on ees prices 


_ 
me 


Our latest and greatest creation... the brand new Ford Galaxy Liberty wheelchair accessible 
luxury MPV will be available to order from next month. As with all of our stylish accessible MPV's 
Galaxy Liberty is beautifully engineered and is finished to the highest standards ever 
seen in the UK, setting new industry standards for refinement and practicality by offering 
£& f superbly simple wheelchair access with five additional passenger seats. 
i Please feel free to contact us to request a 
pre-launch information pack giving details 
on prices and access dimensions. 


( Introducing... 


Please call 


i -Fri 9-5. 
| free to visit us any time . Mon-F 


brochures:mobility finance quotation:part exchange valuation 


Freephone 0800 634 8407 
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20 Feature 


The Disability Rights Commission says that, despite strides towards 
equality, social and economic exclusion are still realities for many 
disabled people. Paul Carter examines how the commission's new 
Disability Agenda suggests tackling the problems 


ver the past decade, 

according to 

campaigners, major 
strides have been made towards 
achieving greater rights and 
inclusion for disabled people. 

The implementation of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), including the new 
disability equality duty (DED), 
and the recently passed UN 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, are 
just two ways in which 
governments and public bodies 
have recognised the need for 
political intervention to help 
ensure equality. 

According to the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC), 
accommodation and transport 
in Britain are now more 
accessible, employment 
opportunities for disabled 
people have increased, and more 
disabled children are staying on 
in education for longer. 

But despite this apparent 


progress, the DRC says there is 
still much work to be done if the 
vision of a truly integrated 
society is to be realised. 

For many disabled people 
and their families, poverty, social 
exclusion and impoverishment 
of opportunity are still a stark 
reality on a daily basis. 

Bert Massie, chairman of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
says: “Whilst much has been 
achieved, far too many disabled 
people still face persistent social 
and economic exclusion. 

“In the next 10 to 15 years, 
demographic and technological 
changes, migration and 
changing family structures will 
create new challenges requiring 
fresh responses.” 

So last month, on Valentine’s 
Day, the DRC launched its 
Disability Agenda*, a document 
detailing the chief policy 
challenges for the decade ahead 
and the action required to 
overcome them. 


The DRC believes 
government targets on issues 
such as poverty, education, 
skills, work and care will never 
be met unless the disability 
dimension to these matters is 


addressed. 


‘Core policy goals — to 
improve employment, 
skills or health — cannot 
be met if disabled 
people are excluded’ 


Massie says that, in order for 
Britain to secure a prosperous 
future, everyone should be 
“empowered” to play a part — 
including disabled people. 

He adds: “When disabled 
people contribute to families, 
communities and wider society, 
everyone benefits. 

“We hope the agenda will 
guide policy-makers across 
government in the three 


DRC hopes to establish polic 


CATHY REAY 


countries of Britain. They 
cannot meet core policy goals — 
to improve skills, employment 
or health — if disabled people 
are left out of the equation.” 

In October this year, the 
DRC, along with the Equal 
Opportunities Commission and 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality, will be incorporated 
into the new Commission for 
Equality and Human Rights 
(CEHR). 

The new agenda is aimed at 
influencing both the government 
and CEHR into acting on the 
issues that are likely to affect 
disabled people and their 
families into the next decade. 

Anne McGuire, minister for 
disabled people, who has not yet 
read the report, says: “This 
government is committed to 
equality for disabled people and, 
while there have been significant 
improvements in civil rights, 
services and public awareness in 
recent years, we are not 
complacent about the scale of 
the challenge that remains. 

“The Disability Rights 
Commission has a key role in 
identifying the barriers that 
prevent disabled people from 
participating fully in our society 


and I look forward to studying 
their report.” 

The agenda also highlights 
areas that need addressing now 
to prevent difficulties arising in 
the future, especially with 
regard to the ever-increasing 
numbers of people approaching 
retirement age. 

Just last month, DN reported 
that the Commission for Social 
Care Inspection issued a 
warning that increasing 
numbers of older people are 
already having to find and pay 
for their own care services, as 
local authorities tighten 
eligiblity criteria to cover only 
those people whose needs are 
deemed “critical” (DN, 
February, page 5). 

Jonathan Ellis, senior policy 
manager at Help the Aged, 
says: “If the government is 
serious about tackling the care 
funding crisis, it needs to invest 
more in care services, and help 
people to plan ahead for future 
care needs.” 

Many of the issues 
highlighted in the agenda have 
also been reflected in DN’s 
investigations into the issue of 
poverty among disabled people 
(see pages 28-29). 

Research has shown there are 
now more disabled adults of 
working age living in poverty 
than either children or 
pensioners, and that one in three 
children living in poverty has a 
disabled parent. 

A spokeswoman for the DRC 
says government targets on 
eliminating child poverty, raising 
skills and increasing 
employment “will never be met” 
if the issues that affect disabled 
people and their families are not 
tackled. She adds: “This 
includes a transformation of 
the services that only a small 
minority now have access to. 
The failure of these services to 
even meet basic demands 
compounds the poverty and 
exclusion that those families 
face and holds them there.” 

Andy Rickell, executive 
director for diversity, politics 
and planning at Scope, says: 
“Scope welcomes the DRC's 
disability agenda, and commits 
itself to ensuring that these 
issues are heard —in the run up 
to the formation of the CEHR it 
is essential that disabled people's 
voices are not lost. 

“These policy frameworks 
should help ensure the 
knowledge and lived experiences 
of the many thousands of 
disabled people the DRC has 
supported will be taken 
forward.” 

* For a copy, tel: 
08457 622 633, or visit 
www.disabilityagenda.org 
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agenda for the next 10 years 


‘The costs of raising disabled children are huge’ 


Patsi Whelan-Archer thinks her 
two disabled children (right, 
with their mother) are a bless- 
ing, but feels let down by soci- 
ety, which forces the family 
into poverty. 

Mrs Whelan-Archer used to 
work nights in a children’s 
hospice and her husband would 
look after the children, but 
after two years she was totally 
exhausted and had to give up. 

She explored the possibility 
of childcare, but couldn’t find 
anyone capable of looking 
after either her adult daughter, 


APR Directors 
Conrad Hodgkinson 


and 


Christine Barton | 
as Rm eed | 


who has Angelman syndrome, 
leaving her with severe learning 
difficulties, or her 15-year-old 
adopted son, who has cerebral 
palsy. That was before she 
began to consider the costs. 
The family struggle on one 
income and rely on a £45 care 
allowance, which can only be 
paid for one child. If Mrs 
Whelan-Archer, from Sutton 
Coldfield, earns more than £70 
a week, she would lose that. 
The family have recently 
had to pay out £26,500 for vital 
equipment for their son, 


PE nl ee Oo PPS Bay by a) (1: FPS = 
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Accessible 
Property 


Bringing accessible property into the mainstream 
www.accessible-property.org.uk 


although the charity 
WhizzKidz did help towards 
the cost of a wheelchair. 

“The expense with bringing 
up children with disabilities is 
astronomical,” Mrs Whelan- 
Archer says. 

“T did have a job for a short 
time and I earned a little 
money and felt that I did exist 
in society, but I was totally 
exhausted after two years. 

“The costs are constant 
though and it is not about 
things you want, but things you 
need.” 


‘I get £50 in taxi vouchers annually. It’s an insult’ 


Emma Free has been blind 
since birth. She lives with her 
two-year-old son, Luke, and her 
husband (all pictured left), who 
works full-time as an accounts 
manager in Ipswich. Emma is 
expecting another child in July. 

Until recently, Emma relied 
on her mother, whom she calls 
her “backbone”, for support. 
That was until her mum 
developed post-polio syndrome. 

“Sure Start in our area 


provides for children in “We do manage to get to the 
Rainbow Club that runs at the 
local leisure centre; someone 
from school comes to pick us 
up and takes us. I think it’s so 
important for Luke to mix with 
other children. I don’t want him 
thinking he’s the only toddler 
on the planet.” While Emma 
would welcome a carer, she’s 
been told by social services she 


disadvantaged regions, so we 
get lots of organised activities 
and clubs which don’t cost 
much. But we still have to pay a 
£5 taxi fee each way to get there 
and we just can’t do it very 
often,” says Emma. 

“T get £50 in taxi vouchers a 
year. | think it’s an insult. Taxi 
drivers don’t offer discounts for 
disabled customers, so £50 
doesn’t go far. 


is not eligible for one because 
her husband works. 
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Featured Property 


0114 2307058 
Welcome to APR 


Advertise accessible and adapted property for sale and rent 
Find accessible and adapted property in all parts of the UK 


Social housing and private residential property 


APR Approved Partners 


Private adverts accepted 
Mainstream advertising options available 
Unique online access calculator - provide a full access survey 
Find an APR Approved Partner estate agent 
Free service - we do not charge the public for our services 
We work within the social model of disability 


Preston, Lancashire 


detached house 

5 beds 

adapted for wheelchair user 
level access 

downstairs bedroom 


Estate agents and social housing providers - develop your service by becoming an 
APR Approved Partner. APR supports partners in identifying, recording and promoting 
accessible and adapted property. Automatic data feed to APR website. Online 
training package available. Choose inclusion with APR and enhance compliance with 
both Disability Discrimination Act and the new Disability Equality Duty 


entrance level bathroom 
wide doorways 
£250,000 


Fox & Co Tel: 01772 780111 


www nhn.co vk 


House 
Company 


NETWORK 


EL SALES Poctusive Living Sheffield 
CEO! & 
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CARE IMAGES 


Next month, legislation will provide new rights to help some 
people with learning difficulties and mental health problems make 
decisions about their lives. Paul Carter examines the changes 


fer 18 years of 
consultation and debate, 
Anext month will finally 
see the implementation of parts 
of the long-awaited Mental 
Capacity Act. 

The act will provide new 
protection and representation 
for people without the capacity 
to communicate or make 
important decisions about their 
lives, and introduce greater 
criminal penalties for those 
who neglect or ill-treat people 
in their care. 

Most of the act will be 
introduced in April in England. 

The remaining elements of 
the act, such as measures to set 
up a Court of Protection, will 
be introduced in October. The 
court will make decisions 
about personal welfare matters, 
such as healthcare, property 
and financial affairs, for people 
without capacity. 

The act will also allow 
people to plan ahead for a time 
when they may lack capacity, 
through a new Lasting Power of 
Attorney. 

Government ministers are 
expected to announce soon 
when the act will be 
implemented in Wales. 
Scotland already has legislation 
on mental capacity through 
The Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000. 

One of the most significant 
changes in April will be the 
introduction of the 
Independent Mental Capacity 


Advocacy service, made up of 
advocates whose role will be to 
support people who lack 
capacity and help them 
communicate their feelings 
about important decisions on 
matters such as 
accommodation, finance and 
medical treatment. 

The advocates (IMCAs) have 
been operating on a pilot basis 
in seven areas across the 
country since January, and 
already appear to be making a 
difference to the lives of people 
with learning difficulties unable 
to fully represent themselves. 


Arthur*, who has severe 
learning difficulties and doesn’t 
use formal communication, 
was referred to one of the 
IMCA pilot schemes to help 
him decide where he should 
live. An IMCA accompanied 
him on visits to two potential 
homes, taking photos and 
monitoring his reaction to 
them and people living and 
working there. 

The photos were used as an 
additional way to help him 
express his views, and over time 
he was able to communicate his 
unhappiness about the stairs in 
one house and his positive 


reaction to the people who 
lived in the other. 

In another example, an 
IMCA was able to resolve the 
seemingly simple issue of 
repairing the glasses of a 
woman in residential care. This 
was achieved by arranging for 
staff to access the woman’s 
bank account so the repairs 
could be paid for. 

Deborah Kitson, director of 
the Ann Craft Trust, believes 
the IMCA service will have a 
positive influence. She says the 
act will “ensure that people 
with learning disabilities are 
empowered to make those 
decisions for which they have 
capacity and are given 
appropriate information and 
support”. 

Richard Curen, director of 
Respond, says he welcomes the 
new structure. “The act 
provides the possibility for 
appropriate decisions to be 
made and thereby for people to 
receive the help that they need. 
This is particularly important 
for Respond’s work with people 
with learning disabilities who 
have been abused and where 
capacity to consent had 
previously been unclear.” 

Mencap is another of the 
many organisations that 
consulted with the government 
throughout the bill’s passage 
through Parliament. It is 
“cautiously optimistic” about 
the act, but still has 
reservations about some 


aspects, particularly in relation 
to IMCAs. 

David Congdon, head of 
campaigns and policy at 
Mencap, admits he has 
concerns about the number of 
advocates available. He adds: 
“The act goes in the right 
direction, but it could do with 
providing more time for the 
IMCAs to make decisions and 
provide them with better 
funding.” 

But he does feel that the act 
will significantly strengthen the 
current safeguards, which only 
exist in common law. 

“The MCA provides better 
legal protection for those 
without capacity or those 
presumed to be without 
capacity. However, we need to 
make sure that we avoid 
imposing decisions on those 
who don’t need decisions 
made for them,” he says. 

Dr Marcus Roberts, head of 
policy at Mind, echoed those 
sentiments: “Mind welcomed 
the Mental Capacity Act, and 
we are now working with 
partners in the Making 
Decisions Alliance [an 
umbrella group of 
organisations in the field] to 
ensure that its implementation 
is as effective as possible.” 

But he adds: “It’s crucial 
that there is clear and 
accessible public information 
and professional training 
about the act's principles and 
provisions. Mind is 
particularly keen to see greater 
provision for independent 
advocacy, including greater 
clarity about the role of 
advocacy.” 

Another aspect of the MCA 
to be introduced in April is the 
extension of the maximum 
sentence for anyone found 
guilty of ill-treating or 
neglecting adults without 
capacity from two years to five. 

This change marks a success 
for DN’s Justice For Survivors 


eT | 


Beaten and bullied: Stoke Place, a Longcare home near Slough, 


capacity 


campaign. The maximum 
sentence was increased from 
two to five years after DN 
raised the issue with 
constitutional affairs minister 
Lord Filkin in 2004. 

The campaign itself had 
been launched in the wake of 
the Longcare abuse scandal. 

Residents of the Longcare 
homes, near Slough, who all 
had learning difficulties, were 
beaten, mistreated, bullied and 
deprived of food and toiletries. 
One woman was forced to eat 
meals outside as a punishment, 
while a fellow resident was 
hosed down with cold water 


because of his incontinence. 
Civil servant Tom Burgner, 
who led an independent inquiry 
into the case, called for a 
maximum of 10 years in prison 
for ill-treatment or neglect, as 


were beaten, mistreated, 
bullied and deprived of 
food and toiletries’ 


with child neglect, but the 
government has yet to consider 
increasing it above five years. 
Richard Curen calls the 
extension a “great thing”, 
describing it as “long-awaited 
and an important move 
towards equality and justice”. 
And Kathryn Stone, chief 
executive of Voice UK, says: 
“This is a very important 
development and we are very, 
very pleased to see its 
introduction. We are confident 
that this will make a difference 
to victims and send a clear 
signal that neglect and ill- 
treatment are completely 
unacceptable.” 
*Not his real name 
Silent Victims, John Pring’s 
book on the Longcare case 
is available, priced £9.99, 
tel: 020 76197326, or email 
john.pring@scope.org.uk 


where residents with learning difficulties were abused 
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24 Ashley X 


The Ashley X debate: e 


In the wake of the controversy over the treatment provided to the American girl Ashley 
X to stop her growing to adulthood, the disability charity Scope launched a petition. 
It called on the government to ban such treatment and provide adequate support 


and funding to disabled people and their families. 


So far, more than 700 people — including 172 disabled people and a string of 


AGREE 


I was the first child under the age of two who was artificially 
mobile —a direct result of my parents’ understanding and belief 
that they were parenting me for the long-term: that by bringing me 
up as close to able-bodied as they could they would equip me for 
an adulthood of independence (www.rutheverard.com). The 
Ashley X treatment is an extreme symptom of a general tendency 
to cosset disabled children so they do not have the opportunity to 
equip themselves for adulthood. Through all good intentions, in an 
effort to care for the child, many families are encouraged to over- 
protect and maintain control of the disabled child but they forget 
that this person has the right to a full life and by doing this they 
will encourage that child to remain dependent and passive in 
adulthood. Policy and support services should enable a parent to 
understand the implications of their actions and do the right thing. 
Ruth Everard 


signing a Commons early day motion. 


disability charities and senior religious figures — have added their names, with 54 MPs 


The campaign was also backed in the Commons by social care minister Ivan Lewis. 


Here are some of the comments from those who responded, including those who 


agree and disagree with the petition 


DISAGREE 


My niece had cp and recently died at the age of 31. I would have 
been horrified if someone had suggested she be treated as Ashley 
was — she managed to have a reasonable life, worked with and 
wanted children, and probably would have made a good mother 
with a little help. But Ashley was nothing like my niece. With the 
extent of her brain damage, there was never a possibility of her 
developing into anything more advanced than she was already. I 
believe the promotors of your campaign are emotionally driven 
and recoiling — reasonably — at the idea of this treatment being 
applied to any disabled person. It wasn’t. 

Secondly, it’s all very well saying that “society should fit the 
person”, but it doesn’t. OK, campaign for that, by all means, but 
until that is achieved I cannot see that individual families should 
be made to suffer because this high ideal is not achieved “yet”. It’s 
not even achieved for those, like my niece, who can do a lot for 
themselves, let alone someone like Ashley, who can do nothing 


DISAGREE 


Tam afraid the tired old cynic 
in me says that it will be cheap 
enough to legislate against such 
surgery but that the rest of the 
message, and the most 
important part, ie putting 
money into stopping families 
having to consider this, will not 
happen. I have a 20-year-old 
daughter with profound and 
multiple learning disabilities. 
We have to fight for more than 
four changing pads a day, so it 
ain’t going to happen, is it? 
Candy McCann 


AGREE 


We have enough barriers 
without meddling for the sake 
of ease of the guardians or 
the cost to the state. Next we 
may have disabled children 
turned into miniatures and 
just used for show! 

Allen Bergson 


DISAGREE 


Your campaign against the 
loving and appropriate care 
for disabled children is a 
disgrace and you cannot 
claim to represent anybody. 
Reflect a balanced picture. 
Lots of us think Ashley is 
being given her dignity. 
Beverley Jones 


beyond smile. 
Felicity Hardman 


AGREE 


AGREE 


As a mother of a child with 
similar needs, I cannot 
understand anyone doing this 
to their child just to make their 
life, not the child’s life, easier. 
Gwyneth Gray 


AGREE 


We cannot allow selective 
altering of the human body 
just to suit carers’ needs. 
Where will this sort of thing 
stop? We are what we are — 
we are as how we are born 
and we must be allowed to 
grow to our full potential, 
whether that be emotional, 
intellectual or physical. 
Instead of spending 
thousands on interfering with 
a human being’s body, why 
not spend this money on 
developing more care 
facilities, lifting equipment 
and outside support? 
Linda Taylor ; 


Iam a mother who has worked as a teacher in mainstream secondary schools and in special education. 
Iam horrified by the Ashley case but not surprised; it is symptomatic of a terrifying descent on the part 
of our society into a mentality which regards people in general and children in particular as merely 


cogs in an economic machine. We are very far down a slippery slope; it is late but not too late; we must 


AGREE 


As the father of a severely 
disabled 17-year-old young 
lady, I cannot understand 
how anyone, let alone a 
parent, can allow this sort 
of thing to be done. 

Philip Gray 


AGREE 


Being the parent of a child with CP, I completely understand how 
the parents of Ashley X feel. However, no good will come from 
this as the child will only receive further stigma and the parents’ 
suffering will continue in other ways. This child already had a 
reduced quality of life and her parents’ actions have turned her 
into a living sideshow. 

Vici Rabbetts 


Karen Rodgers 


DISAGREE 


Sue Townley 


AGREE 


Many people consider that a child with a disability is sweet 
and cute, but cannot deal with the idea of disabled adults or 
the notion that they are entitled to rights, dignity and sexuality. 
The spurious reasons given by Ashley’s parents for this 

invasive surgery suggest they infantalise her, and this appears 
to be condoned by the medical profession. The large doses of 
oestrogen she is being given can also hardly be in her best 
medical interests. 

Moira McIntosh 


AGREE 


Iam a social worker ina 
disabled children’s team and a 
disabled person. The story of 
Ashley X is in my opinion a 
child protection case. The child 
is being abused in not being 
able to grow physically and 
mentally to full capacity: I think 
she would be better off with 
foster carers or an adoptive 
family. lam absolutely appalled 
and disgusted. 


‘Teresa Smith 


5 


AGREE 
Disabled children have the right 
to grow up and not be in their 
parents’ arms at 40 to cuddle. 
Alan Desborough 


"| 


start to stand up for the rights of every child to be supported in their unique development, because they 
matter for themselves, not because they will earn a certain amount for the economy. 


As the parent of a disabled 24-year-old, I don’t think it is fair for other people, who are not in a position 
to know what it is like to be the lifetime carer of a disabled child, to decide what is or is not right. 


AGREE 


How can people be so 
ignorant? We are all equal. 
It makes me sad and 
really angry — children are 
not a right, they area 
privilege, and anyone who 
has experienced the 
miracle of birth should 
know just how lucky they 
are. 

Crissie Constantinou 


AGREE ‘ 
The child did not make this 
decision herself. No adult has 
the right to change a child’s 
life unless it is for the child’s 
benefit. 
Debbie Groombridge 


a 
a 
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AGREE 


We assume that the child Ashley X will never develop beyond the mental age of a three-month-old child, 
but it has been shown in the past that children have a way of learning to comunicate. I am aware of people 
who never spoke but found other ways to communicate at the age of 30 and then told people they 
understood everything they ever heard but were unable to make themselves understood. What strides are 
we going to be able to make in the next few decades in medicine and assisted technology? Ashley has had 
the right to live independently in the future made a lot more difficult. Maybe if the parents had been given 
some mentorship from other parents and self-advocates in the same position, the decision may have been 
different. Both of my children have autistic spectrum disorder and it would never occur to me to do 
anything to their bodies to make them easier to manage. Children have rights and as parents we have to 
look at the future for them, not just ourselves. It is important that parents of children like Ashley X have 
proper respite and independent advice and a separate advocate for the child. 


Sarah Whittle 


DISAGREE 


42 years ago my son, who has 
Down’s syndrome, was born. 
Nine months ago, friends of 
mine welcomed into their 
family a great-great-grandson 
who has Down’s. The same 
concerns we had 42 years ago 
are still there today. I have 
read Ashley’s parents’ reasons 
for doing what they have. It is 
out of love for their daughter. 
Whether you agree or disagree 
with them, the fact is that 
caring comes at a price in 
more ways than one. 
Grenville Green, parent carer 
and member of Justice For 
Carers 


AGREE 


I think this a vile disregard for 
Ashley’s rights and must be 
stopped from happening ever 
again. They would rather adapt 
Ashley than their home. Speaks 
volumes really doesn’t it? 


Jenny Griffiths 


AGREE 


I fully support your campaign. 
Asa parent of a 14-year-old 
with severe cerebral palsy, 1am 
still lifting her while waiting 
for hoisting equipment to 
arrive. Life is hard and help is 
even harder to obtain. 


Julie Willers 


AGREE 


I believe that equal rights 

for disabled people have 
come a long way, but this 
issue highlights how much 
still needs to be done to 
change society’s negative 
views of disabled people. 
Action needs to be taken now 
to prevent more cases like 


Ashley X. 


Amanda Brown 


AGREE 


ery voice but hers 


AGREE 


The thought that parents 
could take this kind of action 
to prevent their disabled child 
from reaching adulthood is 
totally abhorrent! We must 
urge the government to 
provide suitable support to 
prevent this action ever taking 
place in the UK. 

Sarah Watson 


AGREE 


AGREE 


Too often I hear of lack of 
support. I have been there 
myself, and near breaking- 
point on several occasions. 
Measures such as those taken 
on Ashley X could spiral out 
of control if unleashed. 
Where do you stop? What 
disability is severe enough to 
warrant such treatment? Yes, 
it must be hard for her 
parents, so let’s get the 
support right. We have the 
tools; it’s about applying 
them!! 

Robyn Carter 


Did Ashley ask to be kept forever as a child? Is the medical 
intervention in the best interest of the child or the parents and 
carers? Ashley should not be mutilated and kept a child simply 
because of convenience. It’s a basic human right. 


Maria Zedda 


DISAGREE 


A 12 stone adult requires to be turned every 15 minutes to avoid 


bedsores, which are painful. 


This is a common cause of death 


among those with brain damage. You do not consider this 


problem. You should think again. 


Geoffrey Arden 


Services should be in place to support the family in the care of this child as her needs change. 
We do not have the right to adapt a disabilty to suit the needs of the environment. All children 
with additional needs should have those needs met. 


Marlene Anderson 
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War and terrorism have caused disproportionate numbers of impairments in the Middle East. Our 
special feature looks at the difficulties facing disabled people in Iraq, Israel and Lebanon 


Breakdown of sup 


Zafar Khan, chair of the Limbless 
Association, looks at the effect of 
lraq’s mayhem on disabled people 


n Iraq, the breakdown of the 
community support system 

and limited access to health 
and rehabilitation services has 
had a devastating effect on 
disabled people. 

The government’s difficulties 
in providing basic health 
services have had a negative 
impact on recent victims of acts 
of violence and war. 
Complications from injuries are 
common and can result in severe 
additional disabilities, due to the 
lack of appropriate treatment. 

The government of Iraq has 
the double burden of providing 
adequate care to recent victims 
of violence and war, as well as 
maintaining care of those whose 
disabilities are unrelated to war. 

Persons with disabilities in 
Iraq face discrimination in a 
variety of forms, including 
social stigma, physical barriers 
to access to buildings and 
transport, and lack of access to 
health services, education, and 
employment, though it is 
difficult to get an exact picture 
because of the ongoing war. 

But people with disabilities in 
Iraq are present in every ethnic 
group and in every community. 


The deaf population alone is 
about five per cent of the Iraqi 
population. While disabled 
people in developed countries 
are about 10 per cent of the 
total, about 15 per cent of Iraqis 
are disabled. 

There are many reasons: 
physical and mental injuries due 
to military operations; the 
oppressive practices and 
physical and psychological 
torture carried out by the 
former regime; mental health 
issues caused by the country’s 
long-term problems; an increase 
in crime; violent and terrorist 
acts; the negative effect of UN 
sanctions under Saddam 
Hussein; the lack of effective 
medical rehabilitation and the 
lack of social services that 
facilitate the participation of 
disabled people in society. 

There is no accurate data 
showing the level of current 
disabilities. Estimates carried 
out in 2002 were reported by the 
deputy health minister of Iraq at 
a conference held in Jordan in 
2005, at which I was present. 

It revealed that of the million 
disabled people in Iraq, 43,600 
were on welfare support, there 
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port system 


Living nightmare: A stretcher is carried through the chaos caused by a bomb in an Iraqi marketplace 


were 80 to 100,000 amputees 
(75-85 per cent had below-knee 
amputation, of which four-fifths 
were caused by landmine 
injuries). There were 7,000 to 
8,000 with spinal cord injuries, 
75,000 to 100,000 with total 
blindness and 220,000 to 
250,000 with potential 
blindness. 

The recent Iraqi war has also 
been the cause of 3,000 deaths 
of American soldiers up to New 
Year’s Day 2007, with 16 injuries 
for every death. In the 
Vietnamese and Korean wars, 
there were fewer than three 
people wounded for each 
fatality. In the first and second 
world wars, there were less than 
two. Fatal casualties in other 
coalition forces in Iraq have 
been estimated to be about 260. 

Based on information 
obtained towards the middle of 
2004 from Dr Al-Chalabi — the 
head of the largest 


rehabilitation centre in Iraq, 
based in Baghdad — and from 
other sources, a proposal was 
submitted to the World Bank 
and discussed by myself in 
Washington. We identified 11 
rehabilitation centres which 
were needed to be made 
functional again to meet 
prosthetics and orthotics needs. 


‘While about 10 per cent 
are disabled in 
developed countries, in 
lraq it is 15 per cent’ 


The World Bank 
subsequently organised a 
conference on 22-23 July 2005 in 
Jordan, in collaboration with 
the Iraqi ministry of health, to 
discuss disabilities. 

The speakers and 
participants included Dr Jean 
Jacques Frere, senior health 
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specialist with the World Bank, 
Ammar Abdul Aziz Al Saffar, 
Iraq’s deputy minister of health, 
Dr Sabah Ghani Al Rubayi, 
Iraq’s director general of 
medical services, myself, nine 
heads of disability services 
centres (DSCs) in Iraq and 22 
other participants. 

The discussions from the 
Iraqi side focused on lack of 
accurate data, poor facilities 
and the limited number of staff. 

The focus from the World 
Bank was on developing self- 
sustaining systems of 
rehabilitation in Iraq. Almost all 
the DSCs reported staff 
shortages and a lack of 
materials. Many DSCs were 
looted and destroyed during the 
conflict and not all the regions 
in Iraq have DSCs. 

The World Bank has 
promised to support the 
Limbless Association to help 
Iraq to build and rehabilitate the 
11 DSCs, but required “need 
assessment surveys” to show the 
gaps between available facilities 
and services required. Such 
surveys with meaningful results 
have not been possible so far 
because of the instability and 
the insecure conditions in Iraq, 
but the Limbless Association is 
still in touch with both the 
World Bank for funding and the 
Iraqi government for providing 
assistance. 

We are still hoping that we 
will be able to contribute 
something to re-establishing 
these rehabilitation centres in 
Iraq. 

Zafar Khan MBE, chair, 
Limbless Association 
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Maxine Blendis says that access needs to be improved in Israel 


or physically challenged 

people, Israel is a place 

of contrasts. 
Surprisingly, in a country with 
so many disabled war and 
terror victims, it is still far 
behind the times. 

On one hand, there is the 
nationwide, privately-funded 
organisation, Yad Sara, which 
lends wheelchairs and other 
devices for a donation. 

It was founded by Uri 
Lupolianski, who is Jerusalem’s 
mayor. However, instead of 
putting money into floral 
roundabouts, he should make 
sidewalks accessible. When on 
my electric scooter, I often 
cannot cross roads as curbs are 
too high, nor can I pass cars 
parked illegally on sidewalks. 

In my area, I managed to 
demonstrate to the head of the 
maintenance of roads my 
difficulties, such as an 
inaccessible zebra crossing, with 
a parking space on the sidewalk 
opposite it and a high curb. The 
city, at my behest, fixed a stretch 
of road but then stopped. 

Even worse, when a new 


road is being constructed, the 
work is completed without a 
slope. When I’ve pointed this 
out, they then break the new 
sidewalk and put in a slope. By 
law, streets and public buildings 
have to be accessible to all, but 
the law is not enforced. 

On the roads, pedestrians 
will stop the traffic to help you 
cross, and yet drivers will not 


‘Suprisingly in a country 
with lots of disabled war 
and terror victims it is 
far behind the times’ 


stop for you when they see you. 
The accessibility situation in 
some museums is poor. The 
Israel Museum, where I used to 
guide, has individual lifts for 
disabled people, which either 
do not work or the guard 
cannot find the key. One has to 
have a sense of humour. The 
museums have washrooms for 
the physically challenged. 
There is now a greater 
awareness that special facilities 


have to be provided, such as 
washrooms with larger doors 
and aids. Often in hotels there 
are special toilets but the doors 
are so heavy one needs help. 

Another frustrating aspect is 
lack of accessibility to Israel’s 
wonderful nature reserves and 
archaeological sites. 

One has to remember that, 
although Israel dates from 
1948, many of Jerusalem’s 
buildings date from the 
Ottoman Empire, so facilities 
for disabled people cannot be 
installed. In the newer cities or 
in new buildings, facilities are 
more frequently found. I believe 
we are going in the right 
direction, but just too slowly. 

Disabled people need lots of 
energy to persist in their battles. 
We need more volunteers and 
better organisation. 

Maxine Blendis is a former 
language teacher, calligraphist 
and artist, and is now a history 
of art lecturer. She is a member 
of a group of people with 
multiple sclerosis in Jerusalem, 
where she has lived with her 
husband for the last 10 years 


Michelle Daley and Saadia Neilson examine Lebanon's problems 


Ihe Welfare Association is 
| aUK charity, working 

BH with Palestinians in the 
West Bank, Gaza and refugee 
camps in Lebanon. 

Major projects have included 
support for the Palestinian 
hospitals in East Jerusalem, 
community-based rehabilitation 
in Gaza working with children 
primarily disabled in the 
conflict, and a number of 
projects in Lebanon. 

Together with local 
Palestinian NGOs in Lebanon 
and the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
Welfare Association has just 
completed a three-year project 
on inclusive education in UN 
primary schools, working to 
increase the numbers of 
disabled Palestinian refugee 
children in these schools. 

This project was funded by 
the Big Lottery Fund and 
included training programmes 
to upgrade primary school 
teachers’ skills, adapting the 
school buildings to increase 
access with ramps, handrails 
and accessible toilets, and 
working with Palestinian NGOs 
to increase knowledge of 
inclusion issues. 

UK-based disability equality 
consultants delivered training 


Learning experience: Saadia Neilson at the vocational training 
centre of UNRWA in Sibline, midway between Beirut and Saida 


for senior UNRWA staff and the 
Palestinian Disability Forum, 
aimed at getting more disabled 
children into these schools. 

The political situation in 
Lebanon causes such 
devastation that many disabled 
people have no access to good 
health care, social services and 
equipment. To increase 
awareness, two study tours were 
arranged for senior Palestinian 
Disability Forum members and 
UN staff from Lebanon to the 
UK, in November 2005 and 
January 2007. 

These tours included visits to 
schools with full inclusion 
policies in Newham and to local 
education authorities with 
excellent inclusion policies. 


Also, community centres in 
London and Southampton 
explained how families, schools, 
local authorities and 
community support groups 
work together to ensure 
continuity of education and care 
to maximise a child’s potential. 

The visit crystallised the 
importance of having an 
organisation that is controlled 
and run by disabled people. 

The tour clarified the social 
model of disability. Delegates 
were inspired and appreciated 
inclusion as a human rights issue. 
Michelle Daley and Saadia 
Neilson, both UK-based 
wheelchair-users, are disability 
equality consultants who were 
involved with the project 
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‘Every year It 


In the third part , our poverty investigation, Elizabeth CRaeaT 
talks to a disabled couple from Cornwall who have to watch every 


penny they spend 


vs [‘: not a life. It’s an 
existence.” 

These are the general 
sentiments of so many disabled 
people who struggle to live on 
benefits. 

But these particular words 
are from Margaret Williams, 
58, a wheelchair-user from 
Gunnislake, Cornwall, who 
lives with her full-time carer 
and husband of 32 years, 
Stephen, 59. 

The couple, originally from 
Manchester, moved down south 
in 1989 to run their own resid- 
ential home for older people. 

Until she became disabled in 
1992, following a stroke, 
Margaret worked as a nurse. 

“We lost everything,” she 
says. This included their house, 
cars and business. 

They now rent a small 
bungalow from the council, but 
Margaret is confined to her 
bedroom most days because the 
lounge cannot accommodate 
her electric wheelchair. She says 
the doorways aren’t big enough 
for her chair to move through. 

The bathroom has a 
converted shower but her 
wheelchair can’t fit through 
that door, either. 

There is a garden, but 
Margaret never sees it, as the 
council has refused to put a 
ramp out back. “Unless I’m 
out, my day is spent in the 
bedroom,” she says. 

Margaret and Stephen say 
they barely get by financially. 

They are not starving or 
living in a corrugated shack, but 
they are forced to make difficult 
decisions when it comes to 
paying for what they need. 

On a weekly basis, 
Margaret’s benefits and 
Stephen’s carer’s allowance bring 
in £344.76. Outgoing weekly 
costs are about £315. This leaves 
them £15 each spending money. 

Margaret gets no income 
support, because the industrial 
injuries disablement benefit 
(IIDB) she has received since a 
work accident in 1974 puts her 
just over the limit. 


They have not been given a 
break on council tax. In fact, 
the couple are now paying back 
£8.38 a week for previous 
overpayments of council and 
housing tax benefits. 

Margaret feels she might be 
better off without IIDB. 

Before running the care 
home with Margaret, Stephen 
worked as a research scientist. 


‘They lost everything — 
their house, cars and 
business’ 


She says they asked the 
council for home care in 1998, 
so Stephen might have respite 
or pursue employment, but 
were turned down. 

Stephen has now developed 
diabetes, but is hesitant to claim 
disability benefits because the 
couple feel it might jeopardise 
his carer’s allowance. 

Margaret feels his condition 
is not advanced enough to give 
him the high rate they need. 

“(His condition) doesn’t 
affect his ability to walk, but it 
does affect our shopping 
budget,” she adds. 

“The last time we went out 
for a meal was summer 2006 
when we joined my brother and 
his family, but they paid for it. 

“The ee time we visited a 
cinema was back in the 1990s, 
as it is just too expensive.” 

Yet there are certain costs 
they make sure they meet. 

One of them is £9.30 a week 
for Margaret’s pension scheme. 

“I was determined I was not 
going to lose my pension, 
which is why we struggle to pay 
it,” she says. 

“The television and 
computer are the only luxuries 
we give ourselves, as we can’t 
go out very much.” 

Other than one night of 
bingo and coffee at 
the village hall, outings are 
limited to shopping, medical 
appointments and vital errands. 

They try to combine 
shopping with a trip to the 


means,” 


barber in order to use “the one 
lot of fuel” for the car. 


Another vital expense is the 


£5 a week for Margaret to visit a 
day centre. She says this gives her 
a “day out” as well as providing 
respite for her husband. 


“We also have a dog, which 


is part of our family, and 
fortunately is cheap to run! 


1? 


The couple also have a credit 


card debt to pay off — 
approximately £60 a month. 


“We try not to use it unless 


something packs up — like the 
washing machine or fridge. 


“We try to keep within our 
she says. 
She adds that there is extra 


wear and tear on the washing 
machine, plus extra clothing 
costs, due to her disability. 


The fact that Margaret and 


Stephen have always had a 
caravan means that they 
consider themselves “lucky”, as 
it provides one of the only 
means of escape for them. 


However, it does serve a 


practical purpose as well. 


They tow it to Bristol twice a 
Ins and outs 


Income (for the couple): 


year for Margaret’s medical 
treatments so they can avoid 
expensive hotels, which she says 
can be tricky for access anyway. 

But fuel for the trip to 
Bristol and back is £65, plus 
£15 for two nights of camping 
—a huge expenditure for them. 

The couple are members of a 
camping and caravanning club, 
to which they pay £1.50 a week, 
so they can use the cheap 
camping sites when they go away. 

“We can’t stay with relatives 
because their houses are not 
suitable for me to live in. In the 
caravan, everything is 
manageable for me.” 

The couple also try to save 
£11.50 each week for a deposit 
for their next Motability 
vehicle, and £5 each week for 
dental and optician costs. 

Margaret says the 
Motability vehicles that do not 
require a deposit are basic two- 
door cars “which I can’t get in 
and out of, and so none of 
them are any use to me”, and 
the one they need requires a 
deposit, so it is a saving they 
must make each week. 

But during the winter 
months and with the rising fuel 
prices, they do struggle, she 
adds. Margaret’s condition is 
worsened by the cold, so how 
does she keep warm? 

“With great difficulty,” she 
says. “I stay in my bedroom 24 
hours a day, but can only afford 
to have heating on early 
morning and evenings. I cannot 
cope with numerous layers of 
clothes on. 

“T have to watch the heating 
carefully,” she adds. “My legs 
are icy cold and I can’t move 
around.” 

All of these concerns really 
weigh down on Margaret, who 
feels very emotional about how 
hard it is for them to cope. 

“T do get upset when I think 
about how we now have to exist 


Caravan storage 


Day centre 
Dentist/optician 


- always having to think twice 
before we put the heating on 
for a few extra hours when it 
gets cold, and having to always 
worry if a household appliance 
breaks down whether we can 
afford to replace it. I do get 
upset but there is nothing I can 
do about it. 

“Every year gets harder and 
harder because the cost of 
everything goes up much higher 
than the benefits do. Every year 
we think, ‘Well, what can we 
cut out?’ 

“When we were both 
working we never had to worry 
about finances like we do 
... don’t think I will ever 
grow used to having to live life 
this way, but we just have to 
make the best of it. 

“T am fortunate in that I have 
a loving, caring husband to 
share my life with, as I know 
other disabled people who have 
to face all these problems on 
their own. I just wish that the 
benefits we receive reflected the 
true higher cost of living we 


have when disabled.” 


‘| just wish the benefits 
reflected the higher cost 
of living we have when 
disabled’ 


now. 


She says that a little more 
money would allow her to get a 
“decent wheelchair” that her 
husband could lift in and out of 
the car. 

The NHS model, for which 
she waited 18 months, is a 
serious struggle for him alone. 

A little more money might 
also allow her to keep her 
house warmer and to eat better 
food. 

“We're not saying to the 
government we want money for 
luxuries,” she says, “we want it 
for necessities. Is that really too 
much to ask?” 


Incapacity benefit £108/week Deposit for next Motability car a 
Industrial injuries disablement Private pension/savings scheme es 
benefit £127/week Food and other expenses (plate Raa 
DLA care component (highest rate) £62/week Fuel for car S20 ies 
Carer’s allowance £47/week Clothing from catalogue £5: 
DLA mobility component is paid direct to Dog bE 2g 
Motability Finance Household cleaning materials, etc FISO vm 
Holidays £5 
Weekly total: £344 (most benefits are paid Membership fees for caravan club £1.50 


every four weeks, So figures are approximate) 


Weekly expenditure (for the couple): 


Rent 

Council tax 

Electricity and gas 
Water rates 

Telephone landline 
Mobile phones (x2) 
Broadband connection 
Computer hire purchase 
Life insurance 

House insurance 
Caravan insurance 
Garage rent 


Membership of Oddfellows sae Sy 
Sheepskins for bed (uses two a year) 
Incontinence pads 


£1.50 
£2 


£63.67 Council debt from previous overpayment £8.38 
PAD Newspapers/magazines £3 
£15 Haircuts £2 
£9.25 Credit card repayments £15 
£3.50 Lactase enzyme drops £2 
£2.50 Night out at social club for bingo £6 
£3 National Trust membership £4 
£4.65 (again, some figures are approximate) 
£6 
£4.40 Total weekly expenditure: £314.92 
£2.50 | 
£9 Left over: approximately £15 each a week 
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sability in our 


your defence of 


eir dog and Sky 
. No-one is happy 


se that this is not 
lem for disabled 


qualify for DLA 
ust as bad, or even 


hile applauding 
your campaign to 
highlight the 
poverty that can 
exist with disability, I feel that 
the example given (Mr and 
Mrs Naether) was a poor one. 

Their income was not 
particularly low, and I’m sure 
many working couples would 
like to have this much (after 
tax) to live on. 

My husband and I are 
disabled, and although our 


gross income is more than 


to pa 

clothes or hous 
equipment in ¢ 
plunging into | 


importantly, their ban S 
overdraft of £900 is lik : 


the help of their loc 
Advice Bureau they 
statement to demonstrate tl 
their monthly balance ba 
income over expenditure is 
far less than £95 (ont 

figures provided, it is 

£28.50 at present). On 

basis, they can then o 

bank a monthly repay 


ask the bank to freeze 

interest charges onthe _ 

amount of the overdraft stil 

outstanding. ; 
None of these points — 

detract from the scan 

so many disabled peo 

allowed to live in pover 

our society. But with 

help from organisati 

as Citizens Advice 

and local charities, 

people can fight back to me 


they are enti 
non-priori 


theirs, because of private 
pensions and not being able to 
claim for any sort of rebate, 
our disposable income is 
broadly comparable to theirs. 

We live well, go out and have 
holidays, and I wouldn’t consi- 
der ourselves to be in poverty. 

The Naethers live in a part 
of the country where the cost 
of living is very low. So they 
should be better off than we 
are, but don’t appear to be. 
Mrs L Riches, Etchingham, 
East Sussex 


- was appalled to read the 
hostile reader reactions to 
_ the article on the Mitchell 
family. 

I find it hard to begrudge 
any disabled person their home 
entertainment, especially if 
their mobility is limited. Sky 
TV and broadband internet 
access are moderate luxuries, 
not outrageously extravagant 
expenditure. Having a relatively 
low mortgage makes financial 
sense and DN has featured 
articles in the last few months 
showing the difficulty some 
individuals face trying to find 
accessible housing. 

It is the issue of disabled 
people being at a disadvantage 
financially relative to healthy, 
able-bodied people which needs 
examining. Attacks on one 
family do nothing to help 
anyone’s understanding of this 
problem. 


t 40, Iam described as 
having retired 
(through ill-health) 
and am drawing my 
occupational pension. The 
financial implications on a 
young family whose main 
earner is no longer able to 
work due to illness or 
disability are overwhelming 
and having to face a lifetime of 
not being able to support the 
household, in my case a newly- 
born baby, was devastating. 

I was the main earner, our 
mortgage for our first house 
was only four years old and at 


I was born with one arm and 
found it practically impossible 
to obtain part-time work when | 
was a student, and it wasn’t for 
lack of trying. I had enough 
food and I never went cold but I 
feel I was at a massive 
disadvantage relative to able- 
bodied students, the majority of 
whom found it essential to 
work, In the end, I did voluntary 
work as an alternative to doing 
no work at all. 

My experience is an 
example of relative poverty 
and these subtleties are hard to 
address, which is why Iam so 
dismayed at the tone of the 
letters criticising the Mitchells’ 
handling of money. 

It takes courage to allow 
one’s personal circumstances 
to be aired in the media. 

Being disabled is expensive. 
Being a wheelchair-user must be 
expensive, because many places 


30 I lost my sight to diabetes, 
just one month before giving 
birth. 

The benefits system is a 
nightmare and takes too 
long, and when your income 
drops, the bills still have to be 
paid, and when you’re ill 
you’re at home all the time and 
heating and gas bills inevitably 
go up. 

My husband is now self- 
employed as my hospital visits 
and ongoing diabetes-related 
illnesses have made it virtually 
impossible for him to hold 
down a full-time job. It makes 


Do you have concerns 


about medical treatment 


received by you or a 
family member? 


Foot Anstey are recognised as a leading firm in the 
investigation of medical negligence claims. We hold 
a franchise with the Legal Services Commission which 
enables us to offer Legal Aid in appropriate circumstances. 
Alternate methods of funding are also available. 


If you have any concerns regarding medical treatment 
received please call our specialist team of lawyers 
who can provide advice and support. 


are only accessible by taxi. This 
is certainly true where I live, as 
the pavements in residential 
streets are clogged by parked 
cars. | can walk and yet I 
constantly have to weave in and 
out of cars that often block most 
of the pavement. I can only 
imagine what it must be like for 
someone using a wheelchair. 

Social isolation is always 
going to be a risk for disabled 
people, unless they are funded 
to counteract disability-related 
expenses. Not everyone is able 
to work. 

The title of Andy Rickell’s 
article (DN, February, page 41) 
was: “Everyone’s personal 
experience of disability 
varies.” I feel that anyone who 
is concerned about the 
relationship between disability 
and poverty needs to 
remember this sentiment. 

Paul Lamarque, Birmingham 


me angry that we're not even 
entitled to our son getting free 
school meals. 

As for your winter fuel 
campaign, the argument 
shouldn’t even be happening. 
Severely disabled/long-term ill 
or terminally-ill people are 
often at more risk than our 
pensioners. 

The problems and debates 
are endless. Organisations like 
yours need more support and 
media coverage. 

Well done! 

Georgina Elson, Burntwood, 


Staffordshire 


Ab. 


Foot Anstey ” 


S OCLC TORS 


For further information or to arrange an appointment please contact 
0845 111 4008 or email: medical @foot-ansteys.co.uk 


www.foot-ansteys.co.uk 
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Main benefits 
ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 


Higher rate 


Lower rate 


CARER’S ALLOWANCE 
CHILD BENEFIT 


| Idest only child 
Other children 
Eldest/only child (lone parent rate) 


CHILD TAX CREDIT 
Disability components (£/annum) 
Disabled child element 
Severe disability element 


DISABILITY LIVING ALLOWANCE 
Care component 
Highest 
Middle 
Lowest 


Mobility component 


Higher 

I ower 
EARNINGS RULES 

Carer’s allowance 


Limit of earnings from 
councillor’s allowance 
Permitted work earnings limit 


INCAPACITY BENEFIT 


Long-term incapacity benefit 


Short-term incapacity benefit (under state pension age) 


— Lower rate 
Higher rate 


30 Benefits focus 


62.25 
41.65 
16.50 


84.00 


81.00 
81.00 


78.50 


59.20 
70.05 


Short-term incapacity benefit (over state pension age) 


Lower rate 
- Higher rate 
INCOME SUPPORT 
Personal allowances — single 
— Under 18 
— 18-24 
LDS} 
Personal allowances — lone parent 
- Under 18 
alle fa 
Personal allowances — couple 
— Both under 18 


— One under 18 

— Both aged 18+ 
Disability premium 
— Single 
— Couple 

Enhanced disability premium 
— Single rate 

— Disabled child rate 

— Couple rate 

Severe disability premium 

— Single/couple (lower rate) 


— Couple (higher rate) 
Disabled child premium 
Carer’s premium 


sc °IC 


LoD 
78.50 


34.60/45.50 
/68.65 
45.50/57.45 
90.10 


INDUSTRIAL INJURIES DISABLEMENT PENSION 


18 and over, or under 18 with dependents 


— 100 per cent 

— 20 per cent 

Under 18 
100 per cent 

— 20 per cent 

Constant attendance allowance 
Exceptional rate 
Intermediate rate 
Normal maximum rate 

— Part-time rate 

— Exceptionally severe 
disablement allowance 


PENSION CREDIT 


Additional amount for severe disability 


— Single/couple (one qualifies) 
- Couple (both qualify) 
Additional amount for carers 


RETIREMENT PENSION (A or B) 


SEVERE DISABLEMENT ALLOWANCE 


Basic rate 
Age-related addition 
— Higher rate 

ae Middle rate 

- Lower rate 

STATUTORY SICK PAY 
— Earnings threshold 
Standard rate 


WIDOW’S PENSION 


. WORKING TAX CREDIT 


Disability components (£/annum) 
— Disabled worker element 
— Severe disability element 


* except where stated 


THANKS TO PAUL TRELOAR, DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND SERVICES, 


93°50) 


263% 


84.25 


47.45 


16.50 
10.60 
5.30 


84.00 
70.05 


4,24. 


£/week* 


64.50 
43.15 


48.65 


18.10 
12.10 
abolished 


2,440 
980 


64.50 
43.15 
17.10 


45.00 
17.10 


87.00 


86.00 
86.00 


81.35 


35.65/46.85 
46.85 
SEPA 


35.65/46.85 
59.1 


3) 


35.65/46.85 


AOA, 


46.85/59.15 
92.80 


48.45 
96.90 
46.69 
27.15 


48.45 
96.90, 
DILEANS) 


87.30 


49.15 


17.10 
11.00 
5.50 


DISABILITY ALLIANCE, FOR PREPARING THE UPRATING 
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I Reform raises concerns 


April 07 


Disabled people’s right to a decent income should not be lost in 
the government’s welfare reform agenda, says Paul Treloar 


§@ n many ways, the 2007 up- 

B® rating of welfare benefits and 
| = ‘ 

@ tax credits is much the same 


as in preceding years — small 
increases in the rates of most 
benefits but no changes to capital 
limits for means-tested benefits 
nor for many of the earnings 
disregards. However, this could 
be one of the last years in which 
we see such a range of up-rating 
being necessary. 

The welfare reform bill has 
almost completed its journey 
through Parliament and once 
Royal Assent is given, as it most 
surely will be, both incapacity 
benefit (IB) and income 
support paid on the grounds of 
incapacity (IS) are to be 
replaced by a single benefit: 
employment support allowance 
(ESA). From what we 
understand, it is intended that 
the structure, and quite 
possibly the rates, of both the 
contribution-based elements 
and the means-tested elements 
of ESA will be identical. 

While we wholeheartedly 
support intentions to simplify 
the arcane complexities of the 
welfare benefits system, we do 
have concerns that in this case, 
simplicity might be adopted at 
the expense of properly 
meeting the financial needs of 
many disabled people. 

The government has stated 


that current IB/IS claimants 
who are moved to ESA after its 
introduction will have their 
incomes protected, to ensure 
that they do not lose out. 

The government has pledged 
that, after 13 weeks, ESA will 
be paid at a higher rate than the 
current long-term rate of IB. 

However, this could well 
be lower than the average rates 
of benefit currently being paid 
to many IB/IS claimants, 
through the loss of the 
disability premium in IS, as 
well as the age additions and 
dependents additions that are 
paid with IB. 

Another major concern is 
that the personal capability 
assessment, which decides basic 
entitlement to benefit, is being 
made more rigorous, which 
could lead to some sick or 
disabled people being denied 
ESA entitlement and having to 
claim jobseekers allowance 
instead. 

Beyond these immediate 
concerns, there is also a 
fundamental review of welfare, 


announced before Christmas by 


John Hutton. 

This review intends to look 
at welfare delivery over the 
next 10 years, and one issue at 
the heart of this review is the 
move towards a single working 
age benefit. 


Again, the complexity of the 
current welfare system is a 
prime reason for this reform, 
but Disability Alliance remains 
firm in its belief that any 
fundamental review should not 
be rushed, that relevant 
stakeholders should be 
properly consulted, and, most 
importantly, that disabled 
people should be able to 
comment on any proposals. 

Other areas of reform are 
the futures of industrial injuries 
disablement benefit and 
statutory sick pay, anda 
review of benefits paid to 
lone parents. Of course, 
many disabled people 
receiving benefits will also 
have experienced problems 
with access to, and meeting the 
costs of, social care services. 

Whether the source of this 
hive of activity is the Prime 
Minister’s desire to leave a 
legacy will only be known 
when we have a new incumbent 
in Downing Street. 

We hope the need to provide 
adequate incomes for all 
disabled people is not lost in 
the reform agenda. We will 
continue to lobby strongly in 
this area whenever and 
wherever possible. 

Paul Treloar is director of 
policy and services for 
Disability Alliance 


wheelchair access vehicles 
are about to change forever 


WA -EWV/OLUT ION) 
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66 Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts 
to improve the /ot of others, or strikes out against 
injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and 
crossing each other from a million different centers 
of energy and daring, those ripples build a current 
that can sweep down the mightiest walls of 


oppression and resistance. y y 
Robert Kennedy 
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Zara Todd will be one of the youngest members of the Equality 

2025 network, helping government design policies and services 
for disabled people. She tells Sunil Peck how she made a friend 
cry and why she won't be flying to Eastern Europe on holiday 


ara breezes into the cafe in 

the south London 

bookshop where we had 
agreed to meet and laughs out 
loud when I ask her why she 
was picked for Equality 2025. 
“If I knew that, I’d bottle it and 
label it,” she says. 

Zara laughs a lot during the 
interview, but she turns serious 
when asked why she wanted to 
be part of the forum. 

“Young people with 
disabilities are often not given 
their own voice and there are 
lots of things that stand in the 
way of getting involved. I saw 
Equality 2025 as an opportunity 
for me to use the contacts that 
I’ve been making over the last 
10 years to make sure that 
young people have a voice.” 

But will the forum really give 
young disabled people a voice? 
Won’t it just turn into a talking 
shop? Will ministers really take 
the network seriously? 

“At the moment I’m going on 
what I’ve been told, so yeah.” 
She ponders then adds: “If you 


go in with a closed mind then 
youre not going to achieve 
anything, are you2” 

But she says it is too early to 
know what issues Equality 2025 
will be tackling first. 

Zara is an access adviser to 
Transport for London, but is 
not in full-time employment. 
She is looking for a university 
where she can study for a 
masters in Eastern European 
and Russian studies. She is 
reading a book on Russian 
history but her knowledge of 
the language is limited: she 
knows how to ask where to buy 
a ticket for the underground. 

“T’m really interested in 
Eastern Europe. When I was 
little I went out to the Peto 
Institute (she has cerebral palsy) 
and I lived in Hungary for four 
months a year or two after the 
fall of communism.” 

But her experiences of flying 
mean she is unlikely to return to 
Eastern Europe — unless she can 
get there by road and rail. 

“When I went to Canada I 


had six flights and my 
wheelchair was damaged on 
four of them. So unless I have 
no choice, I’m refusing to fly 
because if I can’t have my 
electric wheelchair abroad, then 
I’m not really having a fully 
independent and fun holiday.” 

She is a Lancaster University 
graduate with a 2:1 in 
psychology — not bad, 
considering she disliked it with 
a passion almost from the start, 
“pretty much when I realised 
about half my degree depended 
on my ability to do statistics”. 

“When I went to university, a 
major flashpoint for me was 
meeting other disabled people 
with a variety of impairments 
who had never heard of the 
social model [of disability]. I 
made one of my friends cry 
because I told them about the 
social model and they had never 
heard of it and they had 
undergone lots of operations 
[for cosmetic reasons] and they 
need not have done that.” 

Zara says she wants to make 


a difference. “If I see something 
that needs changing and I don’t 
see anyone trying to change it 
then I will try and change it.” 

She was elected to represent 
Lancaster’s disabled students in 
the National Union of Students 
and was able to “help other 
people get what they needed”. 

“When I got into office the 
first thing that I went ona 
crusade about was sensory 
impairment and dyslexia 
because they are the two biggest 
groups [with disabilities] in 
university. | got my university to 
put in induction loops before 
they legally had to, and fire 
alerting systems which no one 
had thought to do before.” 

An only child, Zara attended 
both special and mainstream 
schools. At the age of seven, she 
went mainstream after a single 
teacher argued that she could 
“cope” in a mainstream school. 
But her experience did not turn 
her against special schools. 

“It’s about being in the 
environment where you can 
achieve your potential. Every 
child with a disability has the 
potential to achieve something. 
It may not be as a Paralympian 
or a Stephen Hawking. But to 
be in an environment, whatever 
the environment, where you can 
achieve that potential is the 
most important thing.” 

Zara faced “lots and lots and 
lots of barriers” in mainstream 
school, but says school is a 
difficult environment, whether 
you are disabled or not. “You 
have to find people who are 
willing to help you get around 
them. I had a couple of people 
who decided that because I was 
in a wheelchair and because my 
disability is quite severe, I 
wasn’t capable of doing 


anything on my own. So, I 
wasn’t allowed to go through 
doors without having someone 
with me. In some places it got 


Zara Todd is 21 and lives in 
south London. Last year 
she completed a degree in 
psychology at Lancaster 
University, where she was 
the student union’s 
disabled students’ officer. 

She has worked with 
Transport for London and 
the Greater London 
Authority and has advised 
disability and children’s 
organisations and charities. 

She is one of 21 
disabled people making up 
Equality 2025 — the UK 
Advisory Network on 
Disability Equality, which 
will advise the government 
on policies and services for 
disabled people. 


ridiculous. But then I had other 
people who let me get on with it 
until I asked for help.” 

In terms of disabled role 
models, Zara admires the 
comedian Francesca Martinez, 
who is “utterly hilarious” and 
has “managed to break through 
so many barriers”. 

“My first image of a disabled 
person was Mik Scarlet, when I 
was really, really little. It was 
great because I suddenly 
realized that disabled people 
could be on television and in 
the papers. 

“Tt was great for me to be 
able to see someone who was in 
a wheelchair doing all this stuff 
and it made me realize that you 
can actually do anything, which 
often is not a message that is 
put across to you. When I was 
little, | was constantly being 
given a list of things that I 
wasn’t allowed to do, so to be 
able to see someone doing stuff 
that I didn’t think I could do 
was awesome.” 

Zara loves theatre and is 
looking forward to seeing the 
musical Avenue O. She is a 
vegetarian who loves Indian 
and Thai food, and swims, 
plays tennis and enjoys 
hanging out with friends in 
bars and clubs. 

She is unsure what she wants 
to do in the future, but it will 
involve helping others. 

“I’m where I am completely 
by fortune and other people 
giving me a break or an 
opportunity. And I guess that 
because that’s how I’ve 
managed to get all the 
experiences I wanted in life, 
that makes me want to give 
those chances to other people.” 
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PRACTICALITY 
& PERFORMANCE 


Mitsubishi Colt CZ2 

@ 15’alloy wheels 

@ Air conditioning 

@ Drivers seat height adjustment 


m Remote central locking 


B® Fog lights 

m@ Electric windows 

m@ Steering wheel audio remote control 

@ Dual front air bags 

@ Choice of 1.3 petrol or 1.5 diesel engines 
@ Choice of manual or AMT* (Semi-automatic) 


see Motability 


Mitsubishi Colt 1.5 CZT Manual 
@ 0-60, 7.2 seconds 

@ 147bhp turbo engine 

@ 41.5 MPG (combined) 

@ Sports tuned suspension 

@ Rear spoiler 

@ Side and curtain airbags 

@ Steering wheel audio remote control 

@ 16’alloy wheels 


@ Mitsubishi Active Traction 
and Stability Control 


@ Red and black sports leather interior 


£1,076 Advance Payment 


NY 
=¢- Motability 


To find out more about our range of Mitsubishis available on the Motability 


scheme visit www.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/motability 
or call 0845 330 2002 and ask for Motability 


“¢3 Ks. ~<a = oe 
“Automated Manual Transmission 
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Letters to the 


Editor 


Send your letters to the acting editor, John Pring, Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, minicom: 020 7619 7332, fax: 020 7619 7331, 
email: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk. Please include your telephone number. 


As the debate over 
Manchester’s win in the 
“super-casino race” rages on, 
we contact you to share our 
experiences from an 
attachment we undertook as 
medical students. We visited a 
man with a learning disability 
and through our interview it 
became apparent he had a 
gambling problem. 

This prompted us to look 
into the strategies the 
government, the gambling 
industry and support 
organisations have 
implemented to protect 
vulnerable adults, especially 
people with learning 
disabilities, from the dangers 
of gambling. We were shocked 
to find virtually no such 
precautions in place. 

In response, we produced 
our own pamphlet, aimed at 
helping people recognise 


“problem gambling”, and 


Gambling with vulnerability 


offered it to various 
organisations. Feedback has 


been mixed. Surprisingly, 
Gamblers Anonymous said it 
was not something they 
“would be looking to take up”! 
Presumably, there are no people 
with learning disabilities in 
Manchester... 

New recommendations 
proposed by the British 
Medical Association this 
January strongly urge the 
government to offer treatment 
on the NHS for everyone with 
gambling addictions. 

With a rise in gambling 
predicted after the new 
Gambling Act 2005 takes effect 
in September, it remains to be 
seen whether or not such 
recommendations are 
implemented. 

Aruna Stannard and Susan 
Shelmerdine, medical students, 
St George’s, University of 
London 


Ashley X treatment sparks open debate 


I see from your article on the 
Ashley X treatment that it 
sparked “huge controversy”. 
Well, you wouldn’t know it 
from reading DN. Controversy 
usually implies opposing views 
but you would be hard-pressed 
to find anything representing 
the views of Ashley’s parents. 
You may not agree with their 
point of view but surely it 
would not have been too 
difficult for their case to be 
stated. 

It is not unusual for parents 
of children with profound and 
complex needs to be ignored 
or patronised (well, we just 
don’t understand the social 
model, do we?). 

The comments of Andy 
Rickell about David Cameron 
in the December issue were 
patronising in the extreme and 
reeked of condescension, only 
partially offset by his article in 
the February issue allowing 
that we do have a point of 
view worth considering. 


While not dismissing out of 
hand the good intentions of 
those in the disability 
community who do have a 
voice, unlike our children, the 
fact is parents of PMLD 
children will not sacrifice the 
best interests of our children 
on the altar of pie-in-the-sky 
promises. 

Would we even be 
discussing the problems we 
face if Ashley’s parents had 
not done what they did? 

Bill Jones, by email 


Your article on the Ashley X 
case (DN, February, page 1) 
was very judgmental and harsh 
on her parents. No one, unless 
they actually know the 
individual case extremely well, 
can criticise the actions of the 
parents and doctors involved. 
Asa GP and mother of a 
severely disabled little boy of 
six years old, I was very 
interested to read of parents’ 
and professionals’ opinions on 


this and similar situations. All 
were more sympathetic and 
balanced than those portrayed 
in DN. 

Yes, having a son rather 
than a daughter means that we 
do not have the issue regarding 
hysterectomy, etc, but our son 
has a scoliosis (and severe 
cerebral palsy and learning 
difficulties), which is getting 
worse as he grows. 

We would consider 
hormonal treatment in order 
to keep him smaller and thus 
reduce his risks of needing 
extensive back surgery, having 
severe back pain and dying 
from a chest infection. 

There are no easy answers 
to the ethical questions raised 
by the Ashley X situation, but 
please do not be so quick to 
seek a ban on similar 
interventions in the UK, for all 
cases, regardless of the 
circumstances. 

Sara Milburn, Bideford, 
north Devon 


Legal confusion over cannabis 


I read with dismay your article 
about a woman with multiple 
sclerosis supplying cannabis 
chocolate bars to other people 
with the condition (DN, 
February, page 1). 

It would seem that the law is 
confusing cannabis as a 
recreational drug with cannabis 
for essential medical therapy. 
Mr M Lightfoot, Peterborough 


I would be interested to know if 
any DN readers have used 


cannabis to ease the pain of 
fibromyalgia. There seems to 
be little in the way of real pain 
relief from the usual 
prescription drugs and I have 
often wondered about cannabis 
for myself. 

Sativex may be the answer if 
it can be proved to be suitable 
but I guess those with 
fibromyalgia syndrome chronic 
pain will, as usual, have to fight 
for it. 


Judith Loedrich, Leeds 


Other means 


As is customary in DN when it 
comes to holidays, either at 
home or abroad, the assumed 
consensus is that everyone can 
fly to their destination in an 
aeroplane, or reach it by driving 
a car. What happens to those 
not in this niche? Is it a case of 
tough luck? Isn’t DN being a 
tad discriminatory? Holidays 
using other modes of 
transportation would be an 
asset when it comes to people 
who cannot fly whenever they 
wish, or drive a car. 

What about some articles 
about other means of travelling 
to destinations? 

B W Smyth, Dagenham, Essex 


I read the letter (DN, February, 
Dear Rachel) regarding holiday 
accommodation, particularly 
with ceiling hoists. Rachel 
Wilson referred the lady to 
various websites, but failed to 
say DN’s January edition has a 
comprehensive survey of UK 
holiday accommodation, which 
included some adverts with 


of transport 


such equipment. She also failed 
to mention your website. 

She also said that, generally, 
accommodation with ceiling 
hoists, etc, tends to be limited 
to specialist centres. It most 
certainly is not! I own a self- 
catering holiday let bungalow in 
Christchurch, Dorset, with 
ceiling hoists in bedroom and 
bathroom. There are others 
dotted around the UK though, 
sadly, not in Broadstairs. 

I advertised in January’s DN 
and am on the DN website and 
get plenty of customers. 

Liz Cox, by email 


I tend to assume that people 
who write in will also have seen 
many adverts. | am happy to 
plug the DN website as a source 
of info, but that is not the main 
purpose of my column. I do 
accept my knowledge of 
holiday accommodation is not 
exhaustive and it is through 
readers’ encouraging responses 
that knowledge is shared. 
Rachel Wilson 


Power of bus drivers 


I was a bus and coach driver 
(DN, February, letters) for 22 
years and we have the same 
authority as an airline pilot 
and the captain of a ship while 
the passengers are on that 
vehicle. 

If the public do not respond 
to a driver’s request, he has 
every right to call the police 
and get that person removed. 
Every passenger is only on that 
bus or coach at the driver’s 
discretion. 

Unfortunately, this 
information is not given to 
drivers during training. It only 
comes into being with 
experience. 

Doug Brown, 
Brentwood, Essex 


Airchair supporters 


Our eldest son, who is 11, has 
severe athetoid cerebral palsy 
and cannot sit by himself (DN, 
February, Share Your 
Problems). 

A few years ago we found 
that a company, Daws 
Engineering, had 
manufactured an airchair 
which fits into a normal 
airseat and provides support, 
cushioning, straps, footplates, 
etc, to help to make journeys 
that little bit easier both for 
disabled people and their 
families (see their website at 
www.dawseng.co.uk). 

There are a few airlines who 
have bought these chairs, 
namely BA, Virgin, Monarch 
and a few others. 

| hope that this is of some 
use. 

Darren and Wendy Fisher, 
by email 
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Scooter users must take care 


It is very noticeable that there 
has been an increase in the 
number of motor scooters used 
in the confined spaces of shops 
(DN, February, letters). 1 can 
understand that users may have 
walking problems, but it would 
be safer if such vehicles were 
left outside shops. 

Such vehicles that are made 
for both the road and use in 
pedestrianised areas are too 
dangerous to be used in the 
confines of supermarket/small 
shop/doctor’s reception, etc. 

The weight of a heavy 
scooter running over someone’s 
foot, or knocking over a small 
child, or elderly person, would 
cause injury. I have already 
witnessed accidents in confined 
places. 

So, how about a self- 
imposed policy of not using 
them in these areas, as there are 
adequate facilities to 
accommodate disabled people. 
As a permanent wheelchair- 
user, | appreciate the position 
that these users are in, but 
safety must come first. 

Peter Burton, Keele, 
Staffordshire 


On reading the letter from V C 
Barnes (DN, February, letters), 
I felt I had to reply. 

I have a Horizon Mayan 
scooter, one of the biggest class 


-— 


The World’s Best Mobility Solutions 


three scooters there is. It is 
bright yellow and I wear a full 
fluorescent jacket, trousers and 
yellow cap and have a flashing 
light on a pole. You would 
think people would see me. 
Not on your life! They walk 
into me, even when I have 
stopped, and into the scooter 
when I am not on it. 

In one incident, a lady 
walked into me, apologised 
most profusely, turned around 
and walked into another 
scooter rider. 

I think that says as much 
about the able-bodied as 
scooter riders. Both need to be 
made aware of the fact they are 
there. 

I do agree, however, with his 
remarks about training and 
that everyone selling scooters 
should be registered with their 
council. 

Geoff West, Rossendale, 
Lancashire 


At £745 ‘he amobil eco 


makes your wheelchair easier to push. 


Without pushing the boat out. 


web watch 


Have your say and join others chatting at ww.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Should architects consult disabled people about access? 


I am starting a project looking at access to public and private 
buildings for disabled people and whether planning at the stage of 
designing has been thought about when considering disabled access 
and should architects call upon disabled people to discuss access. 
Access2007 


Pm on a design panel with my local housing association, and get 
asked about access issues. Like the sheltered housing complex 
which took into account that some future residents may well be 
ambulant disabled but couldn’t walk to the shops over a mile away, 
or have a car, but no provision was made for a covered scooter store 
with charging points. We advised on a housing scheme for 55+ 
residents. 76 flats in four floors, and no lift? Then somebody piped 
up and said “what if there’s a fire? how does a wheelchair user on 
the 3rd floor get out?” and the whole lot was thrown out. 

Sheeps 


I recently qualified as an access auditor. I have found the majority 
of council access officers are not qualified and have the title 
without training and knowledge. They are given some books and 
told to advise. Nothing much changes as around here the council 
are incapable of getting even the basics of public benches right. 


Crippy 


If councils were to employ just one wheelchair user to advise, then 
maybe some common sense might prevail. My local disabled action 
group seems fixated with access to a lido — and who the hell wants 
to go swimming in a lido on the coast in winter or even summer? 
What about the more pressing problems of getting into shops or 
even just to the shop?. 

Devonboy 


backchat 


@ Is the DRC’s 
communications boss, Agnes 
Fletcher, considering a new 
literary career when the 
commission is sucked into a 
new equalities super-quango 
later this year? 


Backchat was overwhelmed 
by a series of striking 
metaphors in a DRC press 
release on the not usually 
literary subject of transition 
planning for young disabled 
people with complex needs. 

Apparently, so Ms Fletcher 
says, adult social services are 
like a “cold dead hand” on 
young disabled teenagers. 

But while they deal with 
the clammy fingers of social 
services, a “chasm” is opening 
up beneath their support. 

As if that was not bad 
enough, their families must 
negotiate “a cat’s cradle of 
costly red tape”, while being 
“steered” into “a spiral of 
dependency and poverty”, 
with “no possible means of 
escape 
imagine what it must be like 
to stand over a chasm, with a 


”. Backchat can only 


dead man’s hand on your 
shoulder, while watching your 
parents being led down a 
tangled, never-ending spiral 
staircase of deprivation... 


luggage compartment. 


6 


Uphill or down, on steep ramps, sloping drives or on longer journeys, 
viamobil eco, the electric pushing and braking aid from Alber, helps 
carers with pushing at the times they need it most. All functions are 
controlled with a handy, easy grip combination rotary switch that only 
needs one hand to operate, while an intelligent spring system ensures 
a comfortable and quiet ride. All at an extremely attractive price. 

The new viamobil eco is simple to attach to most standard 
manual wheelchairs, with no need for tools, even by older users. Simply 
push the viamobil eco into the mounting brackets at the rear of the 
chair, lock it into place and you're ready to go — up to 12km at a top 

speed of 6km/h on a full battery. Modular in design and weighing a 
total of only 18.5kg, the lightweight battery, handlebar and control 
unit are quickly detachable, making it easy to transport and easy to 
service. In a matter of seconds, viamobil eco dismantles into 
three handy parts, without tools, and easily fits any car boot or 


Freephone: 0800 220975 
email: info@gerald-simonds.co.uk 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 


POWERCHAIRS 


STAND UP WHEELCHAIRS 


COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 


POWERDRIVES 


WHEELCHAIR SEATING 


The viamobil eco makes light work of gradients up to 10%, 
even carrying its maximum user weight of 120kg. It combines 
portability, simplicity and ease of use, making your wheelchair 
easier to push at a price that won't push your budget. 


PRESSURE AREA CARE 


WALKING AIDS 
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SIMONDS 


9 March Place, Gatehouse Way 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 8UA 


Fax: 01296 380279 
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’ abnormally FUNNY 


Liam O’Carroll does his 
bit for global warming by 
living in total darkness in 
Castle Dracula 


helsea tractors don’t 
guzzle as much gas as 
I do! Just the other day 
I fancied a spot of gas- 
euzzling so I went out on 
to the main road and took 
some deep breaths. As | 
breathed in huge clouds of 
carbon emissions, I thought 
| ought to be taxed. And in 
Richmond-upon-Thames — 
where the council taxes gas- 
guzzling 4X4s — I might well 
have been. 

Suddenly, I leapt back as a 
Chelsea tractor thundered 
past. I decided it would be 
wiser to stand on the footpath. 
I reflected on the Chelsea 
tractor that had so nearly 
lessened the world’s over- 
population by one. I bet it was 


Supported by 
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Dracula’s Castle or Liam 
O’Carroll’s house? 


driven by a yummy mummy 
with her young daughter in the 
back, which is all very 
encouraging in the fight 


DISABLED 


LIVING 


against global warming. 

Now when I was at school 
I loved poring over the big 
globe in the geography 
room while drinking hot 
chocolate — generally my 
preferred beverage at the 
time. Years later, I heard tell 
of a table lamp in the form 
of a globe. Switching it on 
would have meant warming 
a small globe in order to 
warm a much larger one. 
Then it struck me — that it 
would be perfect as a scale 
model to demonstrate global 
warming in a lecture by an 
academic. 

“We must all change our 
behaviour,” say the politicians, 
so in order to do my bit I use 
less light. My visitors, except 


for the blind ones, think they 
have arrived at Castle Dracula. 
Were I to need a white cane in 
my own house, my guests 
would think they were being 


‘Were | to need a white 
cane in my house, my 
guests would think they 
were being welcomed 
by Ray Reardon’ 


welcomed by Ray Reardon, 
snooker cue in hand and 
manic grin on his face. 

Then they recall they are in 
the home of a blind man and 
make their benevolent 
allowances, before tentatively 
requesting permission to 


switch on a light. Some even 
insist I sit down and let them 
hit the light switch, because of 
course I wouldn’t know where 
it is, never having needed it. 

For the last time, some blind 
men can appreciate a bit of 
light. I can’t of course speak 
for blind women. So perhaps | 
inhabit the Black Hole of 
Calcutta to save the planet — 
or maybe it is character 
research for the lead role in 
A Christmas Carol. 

Meanwhile, back on the 
roadside, I looked down at the 
pavement. Couldn’t see it, but 
at least I knew it was there. At 
one time, presumably, it was 
just grass. Now it’s concrete. 
There you are: pedestrians 
are bad for the environment 
as well. 

Pave the way, they say, but 
for what? The slow death of a 
planet? Venus is languishing in 
an advanced greenhouse effect: 
what was it like before that? Is 
that where the human race 
came from before we buggered 
that up? Should Venus, 
goddess of love, in fact be 
renamed Venus, goddess of 
cock-ups? Second thoughts, 
love and cock-ups aren’t 
entirely different, if you get 
my meaning. 

* For details of future 
Abnormally Funny People 
gigs, visit www.abnormally 
funnypeople.com 


Comment 37 


Should all care workers be registered? 


Michael Boyd argues that an official register of all care workers, including those privately employed, would mean 
unwanted bureaucracy for families and friends, and impinge on individual rights. But Deborah Kitson says such 
measures would increase the safety of vulnerable adults and protect them from potential abusers 


‘Forcing more regulation 
on private arrangements 
is unnecessary 

and undesirable’ 


An official 
national register 
of all care 
workers, 

ki i including those 
privately employed by 
individuals and families, would 
be an expensive waste of 
resources and would certainly 
not benefit the thousands of 
disabled people on direct 
payments and other forms of 
self-directed support. 

When Liam Byrne proposed 
the register while he was a 
health minister overseeing 
disability issues, he wanted to 
“professionalise” social care. 
We strongly favour making the 
social care workforce as 
professional as possible, but 
this register would not help. It 
would provide bureaucracy, not 
professionalism. The claims it 
would provide extra protection 
for vulnerable people are also 
unfounded and misleading. 

The ILA helps hundreds of 
disabled people in West Sussex 
to organise and run their own 
care under the county council’s 
self-directed support service, 
and we are doing a lot of work 
to build a high-quality care 
labour market to meet the 
growing demand for privately- 


employed staff. So we are 
acutely aware of the need to 
build maximum safety into the 
system. But a national register 
is not an effective way to do it, 
and to force more regulation 
on individual private 
arrangements is unnecessary 
and undesirable. 

Many PAs employed by 
private individuals are known 
and trusted family friends or 
relatives and have no intention 
of working for anyone else. It 
would be nonsense to insist 
they join a national register 
with all the bureaucracy. 

For disabled people who 
need to recruit from the open 
market there is ample 
protection with organisations 
like the ILA arranging full 
CRB checking and providing 
any help required to conduct 
interviews, follow up references 
and arrange any training. 
More regulation would incur 
considerable cost without 
gaining anything effective. 

But the biggest objection is 
on the grounds of individual 
rights. If private individuals 
want to employ PAs of their 
own choice they should be able 
to do it without nanny-state 
regulation. Even if it is deemed 
to incur more risk, it must be 
their choice — their right. 
Michael Boyd, chief executive 
of the Independent Living 
Association, West Sussex 


ANDY RICKELL 


Not treating everyone as fully human 


hat is a human being 

worth? Or more 

personally, what are 
you or I worth? The answer 
determines how we treat one 
another. When everyone is 
valued equally highly as fellow 
humans, we have the best 
chance of a fair society. 

When we do not, those 
valued at a lower level lose out. 
That devaluing underpins all 
discrimination, including 
disability discrimination. The 
result is the abuse of some 
people’s human rights, 
sometimes in the name of 
upholding the rights of others. 

Ashley X, the American 
disabled girl who received 
medical treatment to keep her 
small and otherwise easy to 
look after, was called a “pillow 
angel”. But angels are not 
human so we can treat them 
differently to humans, can’t 


we? If she is not fully human, 
then she does not have the full 
human right to physical 
development, the reasonable 
meeting of her needs, the utter 
commitment to implement her 
best interests, and the right to 
full human integrity, does she? 


‘Ashley X was called a 
“pillow angel” but angels 
are not human and can 
be treated differently’ 


Nor does she, nor indeed her 
parents, have the right to the 
level of resources, financial and 
otherwise, to enable her and 
them to be a family able to play 
their full role in society. 
Alternatively, disabled 
people can be portrayed as 
demons. Recently disabled 
people were portrayed as 
“scroungers and benefit 


‘Unfortunately, 
experience shows that 
it may be neighbours 
or friends who abuse’ 


The words 
“regulation” 
and “burden” 
are so often tied 
B together that 
the benefits of appropriate 
regulation can be easily 
overlooked. 

Measures that increase the 
safety of vulnerable adults 
and allow informed decisions 
to be made about care are a 
boost not a burden for 
vulnerable adults, their 
families and carers. 

Those people who care for 
vulnerable adults in registered 
care homes, or who use day 
services outside their home, 
are more regulated than those 


Causes discrimination 


cheats”. It is fascinating that 
TV shows about benefit 
fraudsters should hit our 
screens when the government 
was advocating tightening the 
regime for “incapacity 
benefits”. In an aggressive TV 
interview early last year I had 
to defend disabled people as 
being honest. It felt like the 
public was being softened up to 
accept the reduction of the 
rights of disabled people to 
state support. 

The word “human” can 
have positive or negative 
connotations. That is not the 
issue. The issue is that when 
society lets any member be 
regarded as anything other 
than fully human, it allows all 
its other members to treat 
that person differently, and 
in that lies the danger of 
discrimination that leads 


to blighted lives. 


Andy is executive director for diversity, politics and planning at Scope 


CARE IMAGES 


who care for vulnerable adults 
in their own homes. 

Yet we are not aware of any 
evidence that those who hire 
carers through private 
arrangements are at less risk 
of abuse. If anything, 
increased regulation of social 
care may encourage people 
who have been barred from 
working with vulnerable 
adults, who engage in poor 
practice or who seek to abuse, 
to gravitate towards work as 
personal assistants (PAs). 

Appropriate regulatory 
measures discourage such 
people from applying for 
caring jobs and can give 
people the information about 
potential PAs that they need 
to be confident they are not 
hiring a potential abuser. 

We believe more can be 
done to encourage all private 


individuals to access the 
Criminal Records Bureau or 
other checks that let them 
judge whether someone is 
suitable as a carer. 

While private individuals 
with capacity can decide to 
take a risk by not doing 
checks, those without 
capacity cannot make this 
choice and we are 
unconvinced that someone 
else should decide to take this 
risk for them. 

This is particularly the case 
as carers may be reluctant to 
undertake a check for fear 
that asking for one implies 
that they do not trust 
potential employees or 
volunteers. Making it 
obligatory to check potential 
PAs of those lacking capacity 
would helpfully remove this 
embarrassment and make it as 
commonplace as asking for a 
reference. 

This should equally apply 
when the carer is a friend or 
neighbour, as experience 
unfortunately shows that it 
may be these people who 
abuse. We would not 
automatically rule out any 
measure which helps people 
to make informed decisions 
about who is appropriate to 
provide care. 

Deborah Kitson, director of 
the Ann Craft Trust 
www.anncrafttrust.org 
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38 Motoring 


Driving away the thieves 


If your car is stolen you have only a 50 per 
cent chance of seeing it again. Motoring 
correspondent Helen Smith considers how 
best to protect it from the car thieves 


oh were a staggering 
731,000 vehicles either 
stolen or broken into 


during 2005-2006. Although this 
sounds a lot, the number of 
vehicles involved in crime has 
actually fallen by 51 per cent in 
the last 10 
due to improved anti-theft 


years. This is mainly 


technology in newer cars. But on 
the downside the proportion of 
cars that are stolen and not 


recovered has increased. 


Statistics show that if your car 


is stolen, the chance of getting it 
back is only about 50 per cent. 
Cars stolen by opportunist 
thieves, such as joyriders, are 
usually found abandoned but 
cars stolen by “professional” 
thieves to sell on are less likely to 
be recovered. 

According to the Car Theft 
Index released by the Home 
Office earlier this year, the 


Play safe: Protectors can lock 
blue badges to steering wheels 


Vauxhall Belmont is the car 
most likely to be stolen in the 
UK. Of the 5,729 Belmonts on 
the road, 436 were stolen in 2005. 

Other cars on the hotlist 
include the Ford Fiesta and 
Vauxhall Astra. If you want to 
see how your car fared, visit: 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk 

Over a quarter of all recorded 
crimes are car thefts, or thefts 
from cars like stereos, laptops, 
mobile phones and sat/nav 
(satellite navigation). So what 
can you do to help stop your car 
from becoming another crime 
statistic? I asked the police, the 
AA, the RAC and Mobilise for 
some of their top tips. 


1. Don’t leave your car unlocked. 
You might just be popping into a 
shop, but all a thief needs is a 
few seconds. Windows and sun 
roofs left open can also make 
your Car an easy target. You 
should also put your aerial down 
to stop it being vandalised. 


2. Never leave your keys in the 
ignition. If you do this and your 
car is stolen it is unlikely that 
your insurance company would 
pay up. Places people most often 
do this are paying for petrol in 
the garage and defrosting the car 
on the drive. 
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Smash and nab: An Essex police officer demonstrates the methods thieves use to break into cars 


3. Don’t leave your belongings in 
the car. People really will steal 
anything. Someone broke into 
my father’s car and stole his bag 
of dirty washing! If you can’t 
take something with you, lock it 
in the boot. 


‘Cars which are stolen by 
professional thieves are 
less likely to be 
recovered by the police’ 


4, Protect your blue badge. 
Badges can sell on the black 
market for up to £700. General 
advice is don’t leave anything on 
show, but that is obviously 
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impossible with a blue badge, 
which has to be displayed. It can 
take up to six weeks to replace a 
disabled badge and in that time 
parking can be seriously 
compromised. The best advice is 
to buy a blue badge protector, 
which locks the badge onto the 
steering wheel. These can be 
obtained from Gowrings 
Mobility from £17.99 
(www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 
Lo-Call 0845 608 8020). It is also 
advisable not to put your badge 
on display if you don’t need to, 
eg when you are parked on your 
own drive. 


5. Report number plate theft 
immediately. While most car 


SCOTLAND 


LIVIN 


Helping your clients to achieve 


SECC e Glasgow 


independence in their daily life 


® Over 130 companies exhibiting 
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SUPDATE 


cy SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 
SE 


Your best chance to see all the latest disability products and services in Scotland’s largest 
homecare and rehabilitation event. 


® Learn about the issues and developments facing your profession from the experts, 
in our free seminar programme [collect a certificate of attendance for your CPD portfolio) 
® Get free information and advice from leading national charities and associations 
® Save time and gain first hand information on new products by meeting suppliers face to face 
® Discover how practical solutions can work for you 
in Moving and Handling demonstrations 


To book your free tickets and for more information 
www. independentlivingscotland.co.uk 


Or call the FREE 


Ticket hotline 0870 429 4372 now 


crime is on the decrease, two 
types of vehicle crime are going 
against the trend. These are the 
theft of sat/nav equipment and 
numberplates. If the plates are 
used to change the identity of 
another car, you might end up 
getting fixed penalty notices for 
parking and speeding offences 
you didn’t commit. 


6. Take satellite navigation 
equipment with you. The police 
also advise that you remove the 
cradle and suction pads too and 
clean any marks left on the 
windscreen or dashboard. 
Thieves do look for these telltale 
signs and will break in anyway, 
expecting to find the sat/nav in 
the glove compartment. 


7. Don’t leave credit cards or 
cheque books in the car. One in 
five stolen cheque books and 
credit cards are taken from cars, 
so take these with you. 


8. Never leave your vehicle 
documents in the car. If you 
leave your VSC in your car, it 
will make it easier for a thief to 
sell it. Keep this document at 
home instead. 


9. Try to park where it is well-lit. 
In long-stay and park-and-ride 
car parks try and park near the 
security hut, or ask them to 
watch you while you retrieve 
your car. Have your keys ready 
so you don’t spend ages 
fumbling about for them. 


10. Fit an anti-theft device and 
use it every time you park. There 
are many different types of car 
security devices on the market, 
eg steering-wheel locks. Douglas 
Campbell from the charity 
Mobilise also advises that 
anyone whose car is heavily 
adapted should fit a tracking 
device because getting a 
replacement could take months. 
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Two great cars, two great offers 
You choose the winner. 


5 year Motability contract hire scheme 


\yee 
Offer 1 Offer 2 
£ Nil advance payment on Renault — £Nil advance payment on Fiat Doblo 
Kangoo 1.2 Authentique lowered floor 1.4 Active high roof with electric winch 
with free metallic paint = and free metallic paint 
x a 
Need an Automatic? 


£500 advance payment on Renault Kangoo 
1.6 Authentique Automatic lowered floor 
with free metallic paint. 


£4 Motability 


No hidden extras 7S Probe ited t- 
FREE home demonstration by one of our mobility advisers, with no pressure. 
The Courtyard, 195b Portland Street, Southport PR8 6LU, England, UK 
Tel 01704 546600 Fax 01704 546414 
email enquiries@aspectconversions.co.uk website www.aspectconversions.co.uk 
Bore uConversions Pte "Safe and Sound in every Aspect” 
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40 Share your problems 


Dear Rachel 


®@ love and loneliness ® personal problems ® advice and support 


Rachel Wilson, who is disabled herself, has spent many years advising 
on disability matters. Write to her at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW or email your problem to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk ¢ . 


A legal minefield 

have a 16-year-old son with 

severe learning difficulties. 

On more than one occasion 
recently it has been suggested 
that my wife or I need to obtain 
court order protection and/or 
power of attorney. 

| am writing to ascertain 
whether you are able to advise 
over obtaining such status. 

The information I have so far 
either relates to persons aged 18 
and over, or seems to suggest 
my son has to choose someone 
to control his financial affairs. 
Unfortunately he is not capable 
of understanding such matters. 
Paul, by email 


I would have thought that until 
your son reaches the age of 
majority, it is perfectly reason- 
able for you to continue to act 
for him in financial matters, as 
any parent would with a child 
unable to take financial respon- 
sibility, without needing to 
resort to power of attorney or 
court protection. 

Once your son is aged 18, 
then the situation will need to 
be formalised. However, since 


he is not in a position to make 
a declaration, it is all the more 
important that it is legally 
sound to avoid any possibility 
at a later date of anyone acting 
contrary to his best interests. 
New legislation comes into 
force on 1 October 2007. The 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 
changes the regulations relating 
to powers of attorney. You 
should contact the Public 
Guardianship Office, with 
whom powers of attorney must 
be registered and they can 
advise about the specifics of 
your son’s circumstances. 
Regarding “informed con- 
sent”, given your son’s level of 
understanding you might also 
like to contact “Speaking Up”, 
a charity which supports people 
with learning difficulties in 
speaking for themselves. 
Finally, I suggest the 
Disability Law Service. 
Although they focus principally 
on issues relating to the 
Disability Discrimination Act, 
their advice line is helpful. 
e Public Guardianship Office, 
tel: 0845 330 2900. Enduring 
power of attorney helpline: 


0845 330 2963, textphone: 
020 7664 7755, email: 
custserv@guardianship. 
gov.uk, or visit: 
www.guardianship.gov.uk 
e Speaking Up, tel: 01223 
566258, or visit: 
www.speakingup.org 

e Disability Law Service 
national advice line, tel: 
020 7791 9800, minicom: 
020 7791 9801, Mon-Fri 
10am-1pm, 2pm-Spm, or 
email: advice@dls.org.uk 


Fighting your case 

ow can my doctor and 
H other highly professional 

people write on my DLA 
form I can’t walk more than 
10m plus in a wheelchair, but 
DLA says I can walk 800m. 
They see me in my house with 
adaptions to make my life a lit- 
tle bearable, but twice I have 
been turned down for DLA. 
Annmarie, by email 


Many people find themselves in 
a similar position, although I 
am very sorry to hear you have 
been turned down twice. 

If you have not appealed 


www. disabilitynow. org.uk 


The BEST in print and 
now the BEST online 


@ 5,000+ pages in the biggest 


disability news archive on the web 
@ interactive forums — chat online, 


have your say 


@ for sale — dozens of wheelchairs, 
scooters, stairlifts, hoists — 


UPDATED DAILY! 


@ jobs — advertisers from the DRC to 


the BBC — UPDATED DAILY! 
@ accommodation database — acces- 


sible cottages, chalets and b&bs in the UK and abroad 


NEWS, SPORT AND ARTS: All the latest from the 
UK’s leading disability newspaper. 


CAMPAIGNS: Updates, surveys and forums so you can 
get involved with our campaigns. 


PEOPLE: Top columnists; big name profiles; 
disabled people’s, parents’ and carers’ stories. 


LIVING: Everything from travel ideas to insurance 
rundowns and equipment reviews — your essential guide. 
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wheelchair. I think my chair is too heavy (and too precious) to 


| am going on a holiday overseas and normally use an electric 


contemplate taking on an aeroplane. Can you advise me as to 
the availability of electric wheelchairs for hire overseas? 


Pat, Twickenham 


The first thing to say is that provision of these chairs for hire 
overseas is both limited and patchy. Some parts of Europe, such 
as the anglicised parts of Spain, have reasonable provision, 
whereas in other parts it is virtually non-existent and of course, 
there is no guarantee that they will be as sturdy as your own. 

That said, I can well understand you not wanting to take your 
own chair. My experience has been that even where this is possi- 
ble, the different electricity rating in some other countries means 
that the chair does not always charge well. 

I would suggest that you contact Holiday Care, part of the 
Tourism for All consortium. They hold information on a range 
of holiday and travel-related issues, including wheelchair hire. 

e Tourism for All, tel: 0845 124 9971 or visit: 


www.tourismforall.org.uk 


against the decisions, you 
should do so as soon as possi- 
ble. It is quite common for these 
decisions to be based on a 
“snapshot” of mobility and you 
must get as much support as 
possible to ensure the assess- 
ment is based on an accurate 
knowledge of range of mobility. 

I have a couple of sugges- 
tions. The first is that you con- 
tact your GP to ask he/she to 
submit a detailed letter setting 
out a clear narrative as to the 
nature of your mobility. 

You should also contact your 
nearest DIAL (Disability 
Information and Advice Line) 
office. They have branches 
throughout the country and 
can help you submit a new 
claim as well as supporting you 
in making appeals. 

e DIAL UK (contact for local 
office details), tel and 
textphone: 01302 310 123 


Right to VAT relief 


ould you please tell me 
how I can go about regis- 
tering with my local 


council as a disabled person? 
Alan, Liverpool 


Since 1995, the Disability 
Discrimination Act has made it 
illegal for you to be treated any 
less favourably in employment 
or the provision of goods and 
services; the law now requires 
that everyone is treated equally. 
However, disabled people are 
entitled to receive VAT relief on 
goods they receive which are 
related to their disability. Local 
councils still run a scheme to 
register a person as disabled 
which is proof of their entitle- 
ment to this relief and in some 
areas proof of entitlement to 
reduced rate or free bus travel. 
So in order to register, you 
should contact your local social 
services, who will need proof 
of your disability, such as a 
GP’s letter, or proof of receipt 
of disability living allowance, 
before they can register you. 


Being up front 

am in my 50s and on a low 

income. I live in a pre-fab 

bungalow and find it diffi- 
cult to pay my heating bills, 
especially as I need to have the 
house warm all the time. I do 
not have insulation, but think 
this might be difficult because 
of the type of house I live in. 
Caroline, Wolverhampton 


I would suggest that you con- 
tact the Warm Front Scheme. 
This is a Government scheme 
designed to support people by 
making their houses warmer 
and therefore reducing heating 
costs. I understand that you say 
that you are not able to have 
proper insulation because of 
the structure, but they will 
advise on the best solution. 
Depending on your circum- 
stances, they may be able to 
give you a grant of up to £2,700 
which will help to heat your 
home more efficiently. 

e@ Warm Front Scheme, 

tel: OS00 316 6011. 


Help at 
“wm the end 
of the 


phone 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882 111. 


SSS 
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Share your problems 41 


ASK THE READERS 


| have a problem with the interior locks on disabled 
public toilets. If the door is locked, another person 
can enter if they have a RADAR key. There is no 


privacy. Has anyone else experienced this problem? 


Hubby guards the door 
osh that had never even 
65 crossed my mind but how 
horrible and what a bad 
design. I think my hubby has 
always been outside but now I 
know not to use one if he isn’t 
about. Maybe just an internal 
door lock of some sort would 
sort it out but some thought 
needs to go into it. It’s not that 
simple is it? 
Liz Williams 


Surprised by entrance 
ep, it happened to me at 

Y teecro railway 
station. Thankfully I was 

just washing my hands at the 


time the door opened! 
Sheeps 


Old locks are ‘useless’ 
t’s true that a person’s privacy 
| can be contravened. Our 
inspections of thousands of 
accessible toilets show the old- 
style RADAR locks to be 
pretty useless. They represent 
about 75 per cent of the 
country’s thousands of 
accessible toilets. It’s not 
possible to open the modern 


ones from the outside if 
locked though they allow 
access In emergencies. 

Richard Chisnell, director, the 
British Toilet Association 


Councils must act 

here have been cases of 
ie It is a problem 

with older locks, and some 
newer models. The solution lies 
with the providers, the 400 local 
authorities and the many 
different manufacturers. We 


recommend additional 
indicator bolts indicating the 


door is locked, which still allow 


for emergency access. 
John Stanford, applications 
editor, RADAR 


NEXT MONTH’S QUESTION: 
“Has anyone had any success in 
persuading their supermarket to 
enforce disabled parking bays? 
They rarely react to abuse of the 
bays and so there is a need for a 
different approach.” 

Send your answers and your 
own questions to “Ask The 
Readers” at Disability Now at 
the usual address or email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


after the screening of 
The Children of Helen House 
(BBC2, 30 January), the story 
of 22-year-old Nick Wallis’s 
attempts to explore his 
sexuality. Why is so much heat 
generated about our sexuality 
when we are as diverse and as 
similar as everyone else? Is it 
because we may need some 
assistance in exercising our 
choices? Does this mean we 
should be subject to a 
committee meeting every time 
we want to have sex or even 
masturbate? How would the 
non-disabled population feel 


about having to go through this 


process? Is it our difference or 


the fact that we are no different 


that causes the problem? 
I see a fundamental 
misconception in the way this 


is viewed. I heard the statement 
put that “everyone has the right 


to have sex”. Well no, the real 
fundamental right is.the right 
to equal opportunity. This is 
why the role of personal 


SIMON SAYS 


The right to equal opportunity extends to exploring our 
sexuality and it’s time the government understood that 


nce again disabled 
people’s sexuality is news 


assistants and others who 
support us is misconceived. 
They are not “giving us” sex, 
they are assisting us in 
exercising our own choices and 
making the opportunities more 
equal and accessible. 

Having care assistants or 
personal assistants around us 
day and night is complex and 
frustrating enough and the 


‘If they have a problem 
with certain aspects of 
assisting us maybe it’s 
not the job for them’ 


non-disabled community fail to 
understand what this involves. 
If they have a problem with 
certain aspects of assisting us, 
in participating in the world of 
work or leisure, then perhaps it 
is not the job for them. Why is 
it not in the contract? However, 
as we saw in the programme, 
the nurse from Helen House 
had no problem personally in 
helping his client, Nick, 
exercise his sexual choices. His 


problem was with his 
professional body, the Nursing 
and Midwifery Council. What 
might they think about his 
actions? The home likewise 
had some fears about their role 
in terms of the law, despite its 
founder, Sister Frances 
Dominica, giving her support. 

It is about time there was a 
co-ordinated clear policy from 
the top, from government and 
social care providers, that 
disabled people’s sexual 
preferences should be one of 
the central parts of what social 
inclusion is about. Once this 
policy directive is clear, and 
laws changed, funding would 
have to flow into ensuring 
practice was in line with policy. 

The ad hoc, case-by-case 
approach may suit politicians. 
It may be comfortable to avoid 
facing the ethical issues head 
on. But the losers are we 
disabled people and, of course, 
the professionals who are left 
to take the risk and support us 
in our choice to experience a 
full life like everyone else. 


Send your relationship questions to “Simon says” at the usual postal address or email: 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


JaquinN AyeyD pasaysiday 


CCC 


S0°9002 ZZE 


Mencap’s wills and trusts team, helping you to think about the future. 


There are 1.5 million people in the UK with a 
learning disability. Mencap is the UK’s leading 
learning disability charity supporting many 
thousands of people with a learning disability — 
and their families and carers. 


If you’re worried about providing for someone 
with a learning disability when you're no longer 
around, we can help. Our wills and trusts team 
produces free booklets and runs seminars across 


the country. We maintain a directory of recom- 
mended solicitors and have an in-house specialist 
solicitor who can give free advice. Mencap also 
has a trust company, which manages money left 
in trust to someone with a learning disability. 


Planning ahead can make all the difference to 
the lives of those close to you, and provide you 
with peace of mind. 


For further information about how we can 
help call us on 020 7696 6925, email 
legaciesweb@mencap.org.uk or visit 
www.mencap.org.uk/willsandtrusts 


Quote reference LMDNO6. 


everyone can leave the 
world a better place 


remember a charity in your will 


Charities and the legal profession working together for a better future. 


“A couple of hours of your 
time invested now will reap 
benefits for your loved ones 


for many years.” 


Ms Madalyn Hartley, who used the wills 


and trusts service 


MENCAP 


Understanding learning disability 
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4? Arts 


Exhibitions 


tephen Wiltshire, who 
S= autism, had an 

aptitude for art asa 
child, communicating through 
drawing from an early age. He 
hasn’t stopped since. 

His extraordinary artistic 
talent has been the subject of 
TV documentaries, bestselling 
books and numerous 
exhibitions in this country 
and abroad. 

He travels extensively, 
documenting modern city 
life around the world, with 
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A unique gift: (Clockwise from above), Stephen Wiltshire draws Tokyo from memory, his drawings of 
King’s and Fitzwilliam colleges, Cambridge, and collecting his MBE 


He has achieved worldwide 
recognition and acclaim and 
was awarded an MBE by the 
Queen last year. 

Wiltshire now has his own 
gallery in London and a 
current exhibition of recent 
works at the Riverside Gallery 
in Richmond. This exhibition 
showcases his drawings, in 
which he captures the character 
of some of the world’s most 
famous cities. 

His scene of London’s 
Trafalgar Square includes Marc 
Quinn’s statue of Alison 
Lapper and double-decker 
buses — he is fascinated by 


vehicles, and they feature heavily 
in his work. 

There are also a few colour oil 
paintings, such as New York with 
its distinctive skyscrapers and 
yellow taxis, and the colourful 
Times Square; but it is his 
trademark intricately-detailed 
black and white cityscapes that 
are his most well-known works, 
and there are some good 


his projects becoming larger 
and more technical as time 
goes on. 


MS) Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual switchboard 


is a telephone helpline offering 
¢ Information 
¢ Support 
e Understanding 
all in the strictest of confidence 


Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
8pm-10pm 


Tel: 01782 266998 
Minicom: 01782 267060 


Email: info@nslgbswitch.org.uk 
Website: www.nslgbswitch.org.uk 


Interested in becoming a volunteer? 
Contact us for an application form 
Registered Charity No 1079198 


examples of them here. 

The main exhibits are the 
panoramic cityscapes of 
Tokyo and Rome, both 
completed in 2006. These 
provide an ideal showcase 
for Wiltshire’s fascination 
with skyscrapers and 
architectural landmarks, 
such as the Trevi Fountain 
in Rome and the modern 
towers of Tokyo. 

As preparation for 
undertaking these projects, 
Wiltshire took helicopter 
flights over the cities and 
walked through some of the 
streets, before completing a 
complex, detailed 
panorama in a studio, 
building by building, 
entirely from memory. The 
Tokyo panorama is over 10- 
feet long and the 
complexity, perspective, 
precision and architectural 
detail are extraordinary. 

The exhibition space 
doesn’t do justice to the size 
and scale of Wiltshire’s 
drawings, and the extent of 
his growing talent, but gives 
a good introduction to his 
artistic range and to the 
number of cities he has 
interpreted. 

Lucy Howard 
@ Riverside Gallery, 
Richmond. To 11 March. 
Free. Tel: 020 8831 6000, 
www.richmond.gov.uk/exhi 
bitions. Stephen Wiltshire’s 
gallery is in the Royal Opera 
Arcade, Pall Mall, London. 
Tel: 020 7321 2622, 
www.stephenwiltshire.co.uk 


Desperados 


his 10-part series 
documents the varying 
fortunes of the 


| Desperados junior wheelchair 
| basketball team and its 


players. 

The team has just lost its 
three best players to their 
biggest rivals, the Maniacs, so 
Baggy, the coach (Paralympian 
Ade Adepitan) is on the look- 


| out for some new ones. It’s not 
| easy, but the team eventually 


comes up with the number of 


| players they require to enter 

| the junior league. They are 

| Shelly, Vicky, Sam, Adam, 

| Charlie, Kyle and Aidan (Cole 
| Edwards), who is the only 

| non-disabled player in the 

} team. 


There are lots of dramatic 


| incidents all the way through 


and you find yourself rooting 


| for Desperados in every game 
| they play. The first few 


episodes show Charlie (David 


| Proud) becoming a wheelchair- 
| user after an accident playing 

| football, and follow him as he, 
| his family and his friends 
adjust to his new lifestyle. 


The one slightly negative 
thing I would say about it is 
that Charlie’s accident was not 


| very realistic. Apart from that, 
| I think that the programme is 
| put together very well, and it’s 


not patronising towards dis- 


Winning ways: For hard-hitting, chair-throwing, basket-scoring 


action look no further than Desperados 


abled people at all, which 
means it will appeal to all 
types of people. The pro- 
gramme manages to incorpo- 
rate the daily problems that 
people with disabilities face 
while still keeping the viewer 
interested. 

The show is doing the right 
thing in promoting positive 
attitudes towards disabled 
people and I think it’s mostly 
successful. It gets the general 
tone and humour right. It’s 
very funny in parts, such as 
when Baggy bemoans the fact 
that he can’t get players to join 


What’s on @ 


Theatre 

Sound It Out, which holds 
music workshops and projects 
for disabled people in the West 
Midlands, is holding a spring 
performance mid-way through 
its project Musical 
Connections, in Birmingham 
on 15 March. 

@ Tel: 0121 772 8655, email: 
enquiries@sounditout.co.uk, 
www.sounditout.co.uk 


Graeae’s latest show is Whiter 
than Snow, presented in 
association with Birmingham 
Repertory theatre company, a 
retelling of Snow White. Four 
restricted-growth actors play 
all the roles. Integrated sign 
language and audio 
description. For seven to 
13-year-olds. Venues include 
Birmingham, Edinburgh, 
Plymouth, London and 
Newcastle. To 31 March. 

@ Tel: 020 7700 2455, 
textphone: 020 7700 8184, 
www.graede.org 


Chickenshed’s latest show is an 
adaptation of William 


Makepeace Thackeray’s Vanity 
Fair, with dance and music. 
London, 14-31 March, £8+. 

e@ Tel: 020 8292 9222, 
textphone: 020 8350 0676, 
www.chickenshed.org.uk 


Exhibitions 


The Camden Arts Centre is 
holding an exhibition titled 
Get the Message. The 
exhibition includes artworks 
from schools and community 
organisations. 22 March- 

8 April, entry free. 

@ Tel: 020 7472 5500, 
www.camdenartscentre.org 


Books 

Face On: Disability Arts in 
Ireland and Beyond explores 
disability arts and culture in an 
Irish context, including artists’ 
personal experiences of 
disability. Edited by playwright 
Kaite O’Reilly, the book 
incorporates cultural and 
political commentary, poetry, 
essays and visual art. £10. 

e@ Tel: +353 1 4736600, email: 
communications@create- 
ireland.ie, or www.adiarts.ie 


For more What’s on: 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Desperados, saying: “I blame 
back-seat seatbelts. Cars are 
too safe nowadays.” 

There’s a thumping sound- 
track that will appeal to 
teenagers, and the acting is 
good, too. So, if you want 
hard-hitting, chair- throwing, 
basket-scoring action, I sug- 
gest you watch Desperados. 


j 


Jamie Green | 


Desperados is currently on 
CBBC, and comes to BBC2 
this month 

Jamie, 13, plays wheelchair 
basketball and is an aspiring 
journalist 


Worldwide Pat. Pending 


Cat No. 1323 


+ No Distortions 


Books 


Cockeyed 
Ryan Knighton 
Atlanctic Books, £12.99 


rom an early age, Ryan 

Knighton had a pro- 

nounced squint, which 
earned him the nickname 
which has become the title of 
his book, and a propensity for 
bumping into things, particu- 
larly when driving a forklift 
truck in his first job. 

Later he graduated to full- 
blown car crashes in his 
father’s pride and joy before 
being diagnosed at 18 with 
retinitis pigmentosa, a heredi- 
tary eye disorder which causes 
| progressive blindness. 

If what you expect from a 
blind man’s autobiography is 
an inspirational account of tri- 

umph over adversity, elements 
| battled with and sporting 
records smashed, or a thought- 
| provoking contemplation of 
the philosophical nature of the 
blind state, or a whimsical cat- 
| alogue of anecdotes, then you 


¢ EASIER PARKING 
¢ Wide-Angle View 


DISABLED PEOPLE 


COCKEYED 


a memoir 
ee eee ee», 
cay e@ 

a oe & 


won’t find any of that here. 
The anecdotes, such as they 
are, cover familiar territory. 
This is one pissed-off 
Canadian. Thankfully, he has 
not lost his sense of irony. The 
cover, for example, has the title | 
and author’s name in garishly 
coloured, poorly embossed 
Braille along with a picture of 
dark glasses. This has to be 
ironic because Knighton never 
learned Braille and he doesn’t | 
do the dark glasses thing. 
What he does do is make an | 
old dyed-in-the-wool congeni- 
tal blindy like me think a bit. 
However, as his love-hate rela- 
tionship with his cane, his 
blindness and the world devel- | 


ops, his failure to come to 
terms with it becomes wearing. } 
: - 4 
While some of us wear our | 


impairment like an old pair of 
slippers, Knighton has not and 
will not find contentment. 
Ultimately, his frustration itself 
becomes frustrating for those 
of us who acknowledge blind- 
ness as a part of our soul. 

lan Macrae 
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44 Easykit 


Bob Ross checks out some of the newest 


a i) 
re aids, including some useful helpers for 
| people with limited hand movement 


3ATHMASTER SONARIS _ |ETAC SWIFT 
What? A new addition to the Bathmaster range of bath lifts is the Bathmaster Sonaris. | COMMODE/SHOWER 
The Bathmaster Sonaris is a modular, portable, powered bathlift that will fit most CHAIR 


What? Etac has produced a 
multi-functional shower 
chair/commode/toilet-seat raiser/chair. 
The Swift commode can be used as a 
shower chair or commode but also 
functions as a bedroom chair with 
padded seat and backrest when not 
required for other use. The Swift 


types and size of baths. The Sonaris can be fitted into the bath with the minimum of | 
effort, and has been designed to provide a comfortable and supportive bathing 
position. Bathing positioning can be enhanced with the aid of additional, 
optional bathing pads, and control pads are textured to assist visually-impaired 
users. A built-in safety mechanism ensures that the bathlift will not lower if 
there is insufficient charge in the battery to raise the user. Easy-to-use single 
button operation enables the user to descend, keeping the backrest either | 
upright or in a reclining position, | 


: and large side flaps allow for commode has built in flexibility 
“= ease of transfer. An audible | | which enables height adjustment 
— ors bleep and warning light identify _ | and stability even on uneven 
» Te when the battery requires charging. Also | surfaces. The seat of the 
N ~ an automatic battery “sleep” facility comes into operation | commode can be set at a slight 
if the Sonaris remains unused for a period of 10 minutes, in __ | angle to make it easier for the user 
K order to preserve energy and optimise battery performance. |__| to rise from the chair. Backrest and 


armrests are detachable and the 
commode pan has a lockable lid. The commode 

chair is easy to assemble and keep clean and 

because it is also lightweight (5.4 kg/12Ibs) the 

chair is easy to move to different locations around the home. 

How much? £128 

Where? Nordic Care Services, Becket Lodge, Harbledown Park, Canterbury, Kent 
CT2 8NR, tel: 01227 479293 or visit www.walkeze.co.uk 


The Bathmaster Sonaris has a maximum user weight of | 

142kg (22st). | 

How much? £695 | 

Where? Homecraft Rolyan, Nunn Brook Road, ) 

Huthwaite, Sutton in Ashfield, | 

‘ Nottinghamshire NG17 2HU, 
<” @ = tel: 08702 423305 or visit 
Sede www.homecraft-rolyan.com | 


TELESTIK PORTABLE REACHERS 


What? The Cougar Mountain Marketing Corporation of Canada produces a set of portable easy reachers. The reachers 
are designed to assist with retrieving hard to reach objects using a selection of adhesive pads, hooks and magnets 
attached to a stainless steel telescoping arm. The arm extends from 7.25-34 inches. The Telestik portable reachers can 
be used with the minimum of hand pressure or dexterity and would therefore be of particular use to people having to 
cope with arthritis, carpal tunnel syndrome or similar conditions that restrict wrist, hand or finger movement. Because 
they are lightweight and compact, the portable reachers can be carried in a rucksack, handbag or travel bag and can 
therefore be used anywhere. 

Unfortunately, at the present time the portable reachers are only available direct from the manufacturers in Canada. 
How much? Two different reachers available for $26.77 (US dollars) 
Where? Cougar Mountain Marketing Corporation, 15355, 24th Avenue, Suite 800, Surrey, BC V4A 2H9, Canada or visit 
www.telestik.com 


EDGE SPACE SAVING 
| SHOWER STOOL 
| What? The Swedish Company 
Etac has produced a new and 
_ interesting shower stool which 
_is ideal for use in confined 
spaces. The Edge shower stool 
| iS a Space-saving triangular 
shower stool that will fit neatly 
into the corner of the shower. 
' The stool is height-adjustable 
_and the seat can be tilted to 
assist the user in moving from 
| a seated to a standing position. 
The Edge stool is lightweight 
(2.6 kg/5.7 Ibs), stackable, 
easy to keep clean and has soft 
rubber ferrules to ensure 
Stability. The stool comes 
flat-packed and is easy 


Official fue ee onsuoe un cidade! in mpg (1/100km): Ford car range : urban 18.5 - 33.6 (8.4 - 15.3), extra urban 36.2 - 57.6 (4.9 - 7.8), combined 26.9 - 45.6 (6.2 - 10.3). Official CO2 emission 147 - 252g/km. 


CAA EEA SRSA ART TTS 


Be bility, Accessibility, Motability. 
You'll be in heaven in a Brand New 07 


SSRN SAT 


Focus LX 1.6 100PS (5dr) 


Fiesta Zetec Climate 1.4 (Sdr) Fusion Style Climate 1.4 


£ENil advance payment £Nil advance payment £Nil advance payment 
e Autoshift manual gearbox ¢ Autoshift manual gearbox e Automatic gearbox _to assemble without the aid 
¢ Metallic paint * Air con * CD/stereo player * Metallic paint ¢ Air con ¢ CD/stereo player ¢ Metallic paint ¢ Air con * CD/stereo player of tools 
e ‘Quickclear’ windscreen e ‘Quickclear’ windscreen ¢ Body-colour power door mirrors ; ; 
¢ Body-colour power door mirrors ¢ Power door mirrors e Alloy wheels How much? £57.58 
Ww, Where? Nordic Care Services, 
(ze 


| Becket Lodge, Harbledown 
| Park, Canterbury, Kent CT2 
) BNR, tel: 01227 479293 or 
visit www.walkeze.co.uk 


IS Motability All available for your weekly allowance. Call in today for a test drive 


* Ealing Road, ALPERTON/WEMIBLEY « Brighton Road, BANSTEAD « Ripple Road, BARKING ¢ Guildford Road, BOOKHAM « Portsmouth Road, COBHAM 

* New Road, DAGENHAM| ¢ Ecigware Road, EDGWARE « Great Cambridge Road, A1O ENFIELD « East Street, EPSOM | « Pier Road, GILLINGHAM « Canonbury Road, HIGHBURY CORNER 
* London Road, HOUNSLOW « High Road, ILFORD « Portsmouth Road, KINGSTON « Eastem Avenue A12, NEWBURY PARK « Piaistow Road, DOCKLANDS « Mutton Lane, POTTERS BAR 
¢ London Road, STAINES « Cuxton Road, STROOD « Broad Lane, TOTTENHAM « Chigwell Road, WOODFORD 


08700-553125 


ww.DagenhamMotors.co.uk p> 


Prices correst at time of going to press 12,2.2007 


Bob Ross is helpline 
manager for the 


Disabled Living 
Foundation 
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Websites 


The self-help group Outsiders 
has launched a new, accessible 
website. Outsiders helps 
physically and socially 
disabled people gain 
confidence and find new 
friends and partners. 
www.outsiders.org.uk 


Alive and Thrive is a website 
on healthy and active 
lifestyles for disabled people, 
with information on staying 
active, exercise and healthy 
eating. 
www.aliveandthrive.org.uk 


The charity Action for Blind 
People has launched a new, 


Miscellaneous 


The Royal Yachting 
Association’s Sailability 
scheme offers disabled 
people the opportunity to 
sail with experienced 
instructors. There are 
opportunities currently 


available in the east of 
England. Contact David 
Wilding for more 
information, 
dkwilding@tiscali.co.uk, or 
visit the Sailability website at 
www.rya.org.uk/AboutRYA/ 
RYASailability 


FOR SALE 


accessible website, with news, 
information and monthly 
podcasts. www.actionfor 


blindpeople.org.uk 


An online radio station has 
been launched focussing on 
disability, with subjects like 
travel and hobbies, 
competitions, an interactive 
message board and an agony 
aunt. www.radio-therapy.co.uk 


The National Deaf Children’s 
Society has set up a website 
with information for deaf 
children, their families and 
professionals in the field. 
www.ndcs.org.uk 


Foundation has added new 
features to its database of 
disability equipment — 
DLF Data — including 
product comparison, 
inventory and discussion 
options and regular 
updates on the latest 
developments. 

For more information 
and site-licence pricing, 
tel: 020 7432 8003, or 
email: subscriber@ 


dlforg.uk 


Publications 


Disability Alliance has 
produced a guide to the 
financial support and services 
available to young disabled 
people aged 16-24. Starting 
Out, £9.50/£3.50 for 
individuals receiving benefits. 
Tel: 020 7247 8776. 
www.disabilityalliance.org 


The Office for Disability 
Issues has written a new 
five-point guide to help 
public sector organisations 
improve the way they provide 
disabled people with the 
information they need to 
access goods and services. 


For a copy of Five principles to 


producing better information 


for disabled people, email: 


Events 


Independent Living Scotland is 
an exhibition for healthcare 
professionals and disabled 
people, showcasing products 
and services. It takes place on 
28-29 March at the SECC in 
Glasgow, entry free but pre- 


registration required. Tel: 0870 


429 4372, www.independent 
livingscotland.co.uk ° 


Kidz South, an extension of 
the annual Kidz Up North 
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office-for-disability- 
issues@dwp.gsi.gov.uk, or to 
request a copy in audio or easy 
read format, tel: 020 7962 
8799, textphone: 020 7712 
2332 


Different Dads is a collection 
of experiences from 21 
fathers of disabled children, 
highlighting the problems 
and concerns they face. 
Published by Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers on 15 March. 
£12.99. Tel: 020 7833 2307, 
www.jkp.com 


A new DVD has been 
released to help raise 
awareness of the Motability 
Scheme, which allows 


exhibition for disabled 
children and their parents 
and carers, will take place on 
15 March at the Rivermead 
Leisure Complex in Reading. 
Organised by the charity 
Disabled Living, the 
exhibition includes the latest 
equipment, seminars, and 
plenty of fun and games, 
9.30am-5Spm. For free tickets 
or more information, 

tel: 0870 760 1580, 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, email: manny.singh@scope.org.uk 


SEAT ALHAMBRA 2.0, auto, light blue, 
R reg, 75k miles, e/mirrors and e/win- 
dows, pas. With Brotherwood conver- 
sion incl rear entry via ramp. Carries 5 
including wheelchair. In good condi- 
tion, only one owner from new, fsh 
and MOT for full year. Tax for 6 
months and brand new exhaust. 
£7,900 ono. Tel: 020 8393 2866 
(Sutton, Surrey) or email: 
office@scottwade.co.uk 


WANTED: TOYOTA PREVIA, DIESEL. 
Must be low mileage. Cash waiting. Tel 
Julie: 01902 730538 (West Midlands). 


VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 2.5 TDi 
LWB diesel, high roof, 42k miles, 
1999 registration (S) , 5 speed manual, 
full wheelchair lift at rear with 
barn doors, wheel chair harness to 
secure wheelchair to floor, MOT until 
May ’07, Tax until June ’07, full 
service history, power steering, 
sliding door at side and seating for a 
further four people including driver, 
excellent condition, economical, 
£6,000 or very near offer. Can travel 
to show. A large donation to the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association 
will be made if this vehicle is sold. Tel: 
02380 848049 (Southampton) or 
mobile: 07769 540677 or email: 
andy.jafservices@btinternet.com 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.6 Expression, 
Jan 05, red, 10,500 miles, auto, 
air con, e/windows and e/mirrors, 
CD player. With Lewis Reed wheel- 
chair conversion incl single rear seat 
and internal lightweight ramp. 
£8,750. Tel: 0121 308 1425 (Sutton 
Coldfield). 


MERCEDES VITO 2.2, blue, diesel, 
auto, 01 (Y reg), central locking and 
air con. With wheelchair conversion 
incl rear RICON lift. With 2 rear seats 
and room for 1 or more wheelchairs. 
Only 38k miles, fsh, 2 owners from 
new, full MOT. £9,500. Tel: 01395 
270926 (Exmouth, Devon) or email: 
mlhobart@tiscali.co.uk 


BEIGE NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8 F Reg 1989 
96k miles,10 months MOT/Tax, reli- 
able and comfortable. Brotherwood 
wheelchair access conversion. £900. 


Tel. 01993 773622 (Oxfordshire). 


MERCEDES VITO VERSA, Very reliable, 
Economical, comfortable, easy to 
drive, wheelchair access, 1998, GSH, 
35K Miles, £6,000, Tel. 07773330625 
(Kent) or Andrew. flaig@which.net 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 petrol, automat- 
ic, 31k miles. Remote adjustable 
driver seat, wheelchair hoist and rear 
door. Light powered steering and air 


handbrake. £3,750 ono. Tel: 


01588 630328. 


disabled people receiving the 
higher rate mobility 
component of DLA to get a 
new car, powered wheelchair 
or scooter. Fronted by The 
Office actor Julie Fernandez, 
and with subtitled, BSL and 
alternative language options. 
Tel: 01279 632067, 
www.motability.co.uk 


Celine’s New Splints is a 
colourful booklet designed to 
help explain the idea of 
wearing leg splints to pre- 
school children, produced by 


the charity Scope and 
illustrated by Karen Tennent. 
Available free from Scope 
Response. Tel: 0808 800 3333 
www.scope.org.uk 


3 


The University College 
London’s Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscience is holding an 
evening of talks and discussion 
on autism and the brain as 
part of Brain Awareness Week. 
15 March, 6.30-8.30pm. at the 
UCL Institute of Child 
Health. Attendance is free, but 
registration is essential. 
brainawareness@gmail.com 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6L Estate with 
scooter hoist, 1990 but only 20400 
miles, full history available, one 
owner. In top condition, has spent 
99% of her life in garage. Hercules 
3000 Scooter Hoist fitted in 2001. 
£950 or near offer. Tel: 01626 872257. 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.2 Expression, 
Jan 04. MOT May 07, FSH, 23k 
miles. CD, PAS, electric windows 
and mirrors. Constables conversion 
with ramp and inertia belts. Seats 3 + 
wheelchair. £7,250 ono. Tel. 01444 
417819 (W 


Sussex) or 


barrett@andrea80.freeserve.co.uk 


Cont'd see pg 48 
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Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 


daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Remember to allow a space between 
words. Use each space in the line even if 
you have to split words atithe end. 


for sale styles; 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 


Cost: £9 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £9 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
box linage advert. Cost: £9 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


O Standard for sale advert 
CP Semi-display for sale advert 
Cis) Box for sale advert 
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used mobility vehicles 


patel 


The best choice of quality new & used accessible vehicles in the UK 


for example:- 

53 Peugeot Expert 1.9D .Low Floor 4 Seats. Fold Out Ramp. 5000 miles £2995 
02-53 Vauxhall Agila Compact Accesible Vehicles. Choice from £7995 
X-03 Suzuki Wagon R Liberty. Low Floor Compact Accessible Cars. Choice £2995 
05 Mercedes Vaneo 1.6 Ambiente MPV. 60 inches of head room. 4 seats £19995 
Vv Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel, Rear Ramp, Low Miles - £6495 
X Volkswagen Transporter W.A.V - 1.9 Diesel & Rear Ramp - £7495 
51 Nissan Vanette 2.3 Diesel - Rear Ramp & 4 Seats - £7995 
xX Toyota Powervan 2.4D - Rear Ricon Lift, Low Miles - £8995 
02 Suzuki Wagon R Liberty - Lowered Floor and Rear Ramp - £8995 
01  Citreon Dispatch 1.9D — Full Lowered Floor and Rear Ramp - £8995 
53 Renault New Trafic DC. 4 Seats, Fold out Ramp. Low miles £12995 
02 Volkswagen Transporter - 1.9D With Rear Ramp & Extra Seats - £12995 
53 Kangoo 1.6 Automatic - With Air Con & Lowered Floor - £11495 
53 Toyota Diesel Powerbus - Rear Lift & Seats - £14995 
03 Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor. Ramp . Winch. 3 Seats £11495 
53. Renault Kangoo 1.6 Exp. Auto. Wheelchair/Scooter Lift. Power Seat £11995 
53. Renault Kangoo 16v . Low Floor. Lowering Suspension. 3 Seats £11495 
Vv Mercedes Benz V Class Auto . Underfloor Lift. Powered Transfer Seat £20,995 
N Ford Transit Drive From the Wheelchair, Over £55000 when new - £6995 
52 Chrysler Grand Voyager Drive From Wheelchair Entervan Luxury MPV £31995 
R Renault Trafic 1.9D Rear Ramp. 3 Seats. Super Condition. £4495 
56 Fiat Doblo High Roof. Wheelchair Accessible. Delivery Mileage Only. £8995 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


all available on our low deposit 
Belg Finance Plan 


Better by Design 


Quality Used and 
Ex-demonstration Vehicles 


Renault Kangoo Expression MKII 1.5 Diesel Manual, 3000 miles, Cosmic Grey, 
Registered Nov 05, 3 seats with lowered floor, TorSping ramp. 
£11,750.00 
VW Shuttle SE LWB 1.9 Diesel Manual, 17000 miles, Reflex Silver Metallic, Reg 
September 05, 2 front and 3 rear seats with rear tail lift access. 
£20,750.00 
VW Transporter T5 Medium Roof 1.9 84PS Diesel Manual, 15000 miles, Reflex 
Silver, Reg June 06, 7 seats with lowered floor, TorSpring ramp and lowering 
suspension. 
£19,950.00 
Renault Traffic 1.9 dCl 80 Diesel Manual, 20000 miles, Metallic Silver 
Registered January 05, 4 seats, rear tail lift to assist easy access. 
£13,450.00 
Toyota Hiace 2.5 TDi GL Manual, 9000 miles, Carlo Blue Metallic, Registered 
July 06, SWB, 4 seats with easy access lift to the rear. 
£15,295.00 
VW Transporter T5 Window Van 1.9 84PS Diesel Manual, 9650 miles, Raven Blue, 
Registered Oct 06, SWB, 3 seats with rear access ramp. Equipped with front and 
rear air conditioning, privacy glass and rear parking sensors. 
£17,950.00 
Renault Kangoo Authentique MKII 1.5 Dci Manual, 7000 miles, Cosmic Grey, 
Registered Nov 05, 3 seats with lowered floor and TorSping ramp . 
£10,950.00 
Renault Traffic 1.9 dCl 100 Diesel Manual, 25000 miles, Metallic Silver 
Reg October 04, 4 seats, electric windows, rear tail lift to assist easy access. 
£12,450.00 
Renault Kangoo Expression MKI! 1.6 Petrol Manual, 500 miles, Cosmic Grey, 
Registered September 06, 3 seats with lowered floor and TorSping ramp. 
£12,495.00 
Sang Renault Traffic 1.9 Petrol Manual, Delivery miles only, Metallic Silver 
> Un- registered , 4 seats ramp and winch to assist easy access. 
ae £14,950.00 


Citroen Dispatch Only 15 vehicles in stock, various 
models, Un-registered, with upto £1,000.00 off 


See the difference, to request details of the vehicles listed above, a brochure or a free 
no obligation home demonstration today. Call 0845 345 0127 (lo-call rate) 
or visit www, lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


Enjoy the difference 


®*< Motability VA @ 


COTSWOLD COTS | 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


cXtS Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


WANTED! 


Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicles 


All Makes and Models 
considered, finance settled 


Ring: 0121 550 8844 
markflavell.wamco@fsmail.net 
www.twamco.co.uk 


High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Fair prices 


vileeauto. net 


TELEPHONE: 
01803 812291 
EVENINGS 


TELEPHONE: 
01626 853050 
DAYTIME 


COachiwork 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 
THE SOUTH’S BEST SELECTION OF MINI BUSES & CONVERSIONS 


GM Coachwork Ltd have been manufacturing specialist and wheelchair accessible vehicles 
since 1988. We always have a comprehensive range of NEW and USED vehicles available. 
Our customers include private individuals, Local council authorities, schools, hospitals, charities, 
Motability and bus operators. We are committed to ensure that the vehicle and specifications suit 
your requirements. We provide and strive to give a full and comprehensive after sales customers 
care service. Our vehicles undergo a full safety check both mechanical and associated 
wheelchair equipment. Vehicles are fully serviced and carry a minimum of 9 months MOT. 
Sold with a 3 month mechanical warranty (longer at additional cost). BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 


USED/REFURBISHED 
KIA SEDONA 2.9 LTR TURBO DIESEL Registered: 03/12/02, Metallic green, 1 owner, Excellent Condition, 5 
speed manual, 18,000 miles, 5 door, A.B.S, Air Bag, Air conditioning, Electric Mirrors, Electric reels, Electric 
windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Immaculate condition inside and out, Lowered rear floor for wheel- 
chair access, Power Steering, Rear Saloon Heating/Cooling System, Remote Control Locking, Service 
History, Two Rear Saloon Passnger seats. £12,950 
MERCEDES BENZ VITO 110 CDI 2.2 LTR DIESEL Turgoise, 4 seats, 1 owner, Automatic, 24,000 miles, 
5 door, Electric handbrake, Six way drivers seatbase, Adapted disabled vehicle, Air Bag, Electric 
Mirrors, Electric windows, Power Steering, RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, Twin Side Doors, 
Two rear saloon passenger seats. £12,750 
MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 3 SERIES SWB 2.2 CDI 4 seats, Automatic Transmission, Remote 
control rear door and lift operation, Ricon lift, Electric wheelchair lockdown, Six Way powered dri- 
vers seat. £14,000 
RENAULT MASTER SWB 2.2 DCI DIESEL Date registered: 12/07/01, Silver, 6 seats, 5 speed manual, 
25,000 miles, Could take 2 wheelchairs, Immaculate condition inside and out, 
Non-Slip Flooring, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, 
RICON CLEARWAY electric wheelchair lift, Side load door, Twin front passenger seat, 
Three removable rear saloon seats. : £9,600 
FIAT DOBLO ASPEN 1.9D SX Registered: 13/08/03, Red, 3 seats, Manual, 29,000 miles, 
5 door, Air Bag, Electric reels, Electric windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Remote Central Locking, Service History, 
Twin Side Doors. £9,195 
VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 14 SWB 1.9 TURBO DIESEL Registered: 12/09/01, Blue, 4 seats, 
manual, 28,000 miles, Electric Winch, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Power Steering, Radio/cassette 
player, Service History, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Single front passenger seat, Two rear 
saloon passenger seats. £7,795 
VOLKSWAGEN CADDY COMBI 1.9 DIESEL Registered: 18/07/01, Red, 4 seats, 1 owner, manual, 
36,000 miles, 3 Door, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, Power 
Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, Service History, Two rear saloon passenger 
seats, Electric Mirrors, Electric Winch, Electric windows. £5,500 
RENAULT KANGOO 1.6 LTR PETROL Registered: 01/05/04, Silver, 4 seats, Immaculate, Automatic, 
15,000 miles, 5 door, A.B.S, Air Bag, Air conditioning, Alloy wheels, Electric Mirrors, Electric reels, 
Electric windows, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, Power 
Steering, Radio/single CD player, Remote Central Locking, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £10,750 
RENAULT KANGOO 1.4LTR PETROL Registered: 17/12/02, Green, 3 seats, Automatic, 14,000 miles, 5 
door, Air Bag, Automatic Transmission, Full Width Lightweight Ramp, Lowered rear floor for wheel- 
chair access, One rear saloon seat, Power Steering, Radio/cassette player, Remote Central Locking, 
Service History, Twin Side Doors. £8,850 
RENAULT MASTER SWB 2.2 DCI TURBO DIESEL Registered: 01/02/03, Blue, 5 seats, 1 owner, Mileage: 
12,000 miles, MOT until: 01/02/07, Air conditioning, Could take 2 wheelchairs, Electric Winch, Full Width 
Lightweight Ramp, Power Steering, Radio/single CD player, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Twin front 
passenger seat, Two rear saloon passenger seats. £10,950 
VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE SWB 2.5 TDI, Registered: 01/09/02, Blue, 1 owner, Manual, 32,000 miles, 
Power Steering, Ricon Clearway lift, Radio/cassette player, Rear Saloon Heating/Cooling System, 


Service History, Short wheelbase, Side load door, Single front passenger seat. £11,295 
MANY MORE VEHICLES EXPECTED IN NEXT 2 WEEKS 


Various Mini-Buses and Wheelchair access in stock 
and ready to go. Phone for details 


WANTED) | c= 


1 \A/} } MELVIN, 44, DISABLED Open 
O WieeiCnal University student. Seeks other dis- 
abled people who are studying with 

the Open University. Box no: 335 


BEST PRICES 


paid for clean low mileage 
WAV’s or Wheelchair Driver’ $s 


| WOULD LIKE to have a boyfriend who 
is younger than myself. I am 36 years 
old, I enjoy most things in life, am 
quite attractive and have just got a 
new wheelchair to go outdoors in. I 
enjoy visiting lots of places and am 
learning to drive but hate being alone. 
If you are interested in meeting me, I 
would like to hear from you so please 
write. Box no: 336 


0800 634 8407 


and ask for Mike or Paul 


DISCLAIMER — DN is not responsible for claims made in the adverts it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims with advertisers before relying on them. 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair 
accessible and all with wheel in shower 
rooms. Mostly en-suite. Electric bed. On 
working farm — peaceful location, central 

for beaches and tourist attractions. 

Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 
Wer irian vate ee 


Hartgrove Farm 
haftsbury Dorset 
Award winning holiday cottages on 
working farm. A really lovely holiday for 
disabled guests and their families. 
Glorious countryside and views. 
Logfires. C.H. Wheel-in shower. 
Mobile Hoist and other equipment. 

Tel: 01747 811830 


www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Normandy France 
Magnificent accessible farm house in 
beautiful | acre garden. Sleeps 14 
(6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms) huge 
G.F. ensuite bedroom, Wheel-in 
shower, bath, mobile hoist. Superb 
heated swimming pool, 25 mins unspoilt 
sandy beaches. Only | hr from port. 
Tel: 01747 812019 


www.normandyfarmhouses.co.uk 


Disabled & Carers English Coastal Holidays 


Spaciously built for quadriplegic owner. Ceiling 
hoists Elec hi/lo beds Shower/toileting chairs etc. 
2 flats sleep 6 and 4 All mod cons stunning 
sea/mountain views Heysham, Morecambe Bay. 
Caravan on sheltered site, balcony, poo! complex, 
Fishing boating lake. Filey Yorkshire Sleeps 4-6 
Call Allan or Jan 01274 588142 for brochures 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. 
Good access to beaches. 
Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 
www.brimartravel.co.uk 


Carmarthenshire, 
The Garden of Wales 


SWn-y-Gwynt Cottage 
the finest in self-catering 
The cottage is on its own with 
lovely views over the Towy valley. 
Sleeps four; fully accessible for two. 
Good parking level with the cottage. 
Prices all-inclusive. 

Tel: 01267 237261 
Email: antony.griew @virgin.net 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 


“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 

superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood 

burning stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 


R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 

(01208) 850277 or 850617 

www.penroseburden.co.uk 


Anidyllic & peaceful cumbria beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter. Lux lodges with sauna & whirlpool 
bath/hot-tub, logburner. All lakeside position with 
picture book views. Outstanding w/c accessible 

lodges, paths, shops etc. Wheely Boat! 
01228 576661. www.thetranquilotter.co.uk 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 

2 newly converted barns on small 
family farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps up to 6. For 
details contact Esme Eyles 01726 
883240 or www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 
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La Rocco self catering apartments 


Over looking St Ouens bay beach 


‘in bas a i the 3rd of pil I 


1 or 2 bedrooms apartments 
Offering able bodied or persons with a disability 
holidays for Relaxation & tranquillity 
‘eP 
Web site: 


Spacious Six Birth All Electric 
Wheelchair Accessible Caravan situated 
on a well known holiday park within 
just a mile of the local sandy beach. 
The Caravan includes a microwave, 
conventional oven with hob, colour TV 
and is fitted with wide sliding doors, 


A star rating @ Self catering 
over Ded grab handles, walk/role in Wake upto wildlife on the edge of England’s last wilderness, with quiet country 
shower room with full wet-floor also roads and magnificent scenery. Beautiful clean air and spring water these award 


included with the hire are Free Club winning cottages are designed for a perfect relaxing holid 
Passes, Free Electricity, Free Wheelchair g g g P NS eye 


loan and (subject to availability) ¢ All cottages have lifts and profiling beds. 
Free Mobility Scooter loan. e Hoists in the bathrooms of three cottages. 


* The fourth cottage has a level entry shower room (wet room). 

° Spacious living area and kitchen, in larger cottages wheelchair access throughout. 

¢ For an ae view of any cottage please visit our website @ 
www.mellwatersbarn.co.uk 


Site facilities include indoor and outdoor 
pools, sauna, steam room, children’s 
play area, hire shop, launderette, 
amusement arcade, licensed club, 

snack bar & restaurant, crazy golf and Rates: £200 to £270 per cottage per week, depending on size of cottage and 
I seasonal entertainment. season. Short breaks also available. Prices include linen, heating, electricity etc. 
i Discount available for booking two or Address: Mellwaters Barn, East Mellwaters Farm, Bowes, Barnard 
more consecutive weeks. Castle, DL12 9RH. Telephone: 01833 628181 @ Fax: 01833 628020 
Tel: Devon ASBAH on 01803 522256. Email: mellwatersbarn@aol.com * Website: www.mellwatersbarn.co.uk 
Web: www.dasbah.co.uk 


ee Barn Cottage — left in picture. Level access, 
groundfloor zip & link twin /double room with 
enuite shower (not wetroom) — we hope to 
include colour contrasts for partially sighted when 
we redocroate in spring — lasrge colourful garden. 
Sleeps 6 — four-poster & double bed. Sitable for 
elderly & those with restricted mobility. 


disability 


PROJECT MANAGER 


iRick Cottage — right in picture with 
aes conservatory. Level access, fully wheelchair 

Taccessible, electric twin/double with ensuite 

;wetroom & large colour TV/DVD/Video player. 

Use farmhouse style kitchen with adjustable 

| height worktop containing induction hob & sink. 

Electric oven, dishwasher, washer/drier, etc. 

Lounge and large conservatory opening onto 

small clourful garden & patio. Sleeps 6 — king 

B® size & twin/zip & link ensuite bedrooms. 


22.5 hours per week 
Contract is initially up to 31st December 2009. 
Salary: £25,435 pro rata 
Poole Rights Organisation on Disability requires an innovative | 
Manager who will be responsible for the management of the 
Direct Payments Support Services Team in Poole, Dorset. 


You will have a thorough knowledge of disability issues, 
financial management and an understanding of the 
Direct Payments Scheme. An NVQ level 4 in management 
or equivalent is desirable. As well as successfully 
managing the Direct Payment Scheme, you will be 
required to drive PRO Disability forward to become a 
Centre of Independent Living. 

PRO Disability is committed to providing equal 
opportunities; we welcome applications from people with 
disabilities. The ability to travel is essential. 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 
19th March 2007. 

For further information, contact Kelvin Trevett 
on 01202-723301, or email 
kelvin.trevett@prodisability.org.uk 


Each cottage has easy clean kardean 

| wooden flooring groundfloor, carpeted 

| first floor, central vacuum & low allergen 
filtration system. On-site parking 2 cars. 
jEwe Pen (below), due to be 

# completed July 2007, provisional bookings 
being taken. Level access wheelchair accessible 
with ensuite 

wetroon & same attention to detail, etc. 


| 
| 


Cotswold Charm Holiday Cottages 
~~ (Visit Britain 4-Star). Top Farm, Blind Lane, 
_ = a Westington, Chipping Campden, Glos. GLS5 6ED. 
atia.ca SF Tel; Michael on 01386 840164. Fax: 01386 
841993. Email: info@cotswoldcharm.co.uk 
Website: www.cotswoldcharm.co.uk 


disabilitynow March 2007 


48 Classified 


¢ Recruitment (on page 47 to 50) 


®@ Office for Disability Issues 


HM Government 


Are you a Deaf Person? 


Do you want the chance to tell government 
how this affects your life, and to help them 
design better services and policies for you 
and other disabled people? 


lf the answer is yes, then this could be the opportunity you’ve been 
waiting for. We are looking for a person like you to become a member 
of Equality 2025 — the UK Advisory Network on Disability Equality. 


The Network is a new way for three year period and you’ll be Application packs will be : 
disabled people to talk to paid for this. As this will be a UK- available from 28 February online 
government about the issues wide Network, some travel will be at www.equality2025.co.uk or 

that are important to them. It is involved so we’ll also cover your you can call, email or textphone | 
vital that the Network is made up travelling costs and expenses. us on the details above. Please | 
of members with a wide range of quote reference ODIO01. | 


Sound like something you want 
to get involved in? Would you 
like to Know more before you 
apply? Then get in touch with 
the Capita Resourcing staff, 

who are handling the recruitment 
exercise on behalf of the 

Office for Disability Issues, 

on 0870 609 4218, e-mail 
equality2025@capita.co.uk or 


skills, experience and 
backgrounds and we want to 
ensure that we include a 
member from the Deaf 
community. You don’t have to 
have worked with the 
government before. 


Closing date for applications: 
27 April 2007. | 


The Network will take up 
between 20 and 25 days of your 


This advertisement and the application 


time every year, over a two to 


text phone 0870 609 4219. 


pack are available in other formats. 


CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER LE 3.3, 
auto, 99 (T reg), 70k miles, front and 
rear air con, CD player, e/windows 
front and rear, cruise control, alloy 
wheels, anti lock brakes, abs, 
pas, folding mirrors, anti theft system 
(immobiliser and alarm), on board 
computer, fog lights, multi-function 
steering wheel, tinted windows, 
Chrysler roof rack. Constables 
‘drive from wheelchair’ electric car 
system with electric lift (wheelchair 


included), full push/pull hand con- 


trols, steering control for indicators 
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and wipers. Charger for wheelchair 
included. Original seating supplied. 
Only two owner from new, full 
dealer service history, MOT expires 
December, in immaculate condition. 
£7,995 ono. Tel: 01204 594177 
(Bolton) or mobile: 07966 211671 or 


email: ian.simpson30@btinternet.com 


ELAP ROTATING CARSEAT, 180 
degrees rotation. Only used once, in 
immaculate condition. Cost £1,000, 
£450 ono. Tel: 01252 721988 
(Farnham, Surrey). 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO 
Multispace 1.8, maroon, reg 
April 2000 (W reg), 3 doors. With 
Gowrings rear access conversion inl 
ramp and electric inertia belts. Carries 
4 including wheelchair, e/windows. 
Excellent condition, 31k miles, 
fsh and MOT until June. £5,300 
ono. Tel: 02392 256843 
(Waterlooville, Hants) or email: 
pamela@pjack10.fsnet.co.uk 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0, K reg (1994), red, 


71k miles. Carries 5 incl wheelchair 


with Brotherwood wheelchair 
conversion, lightweight rear ramp. 
With 2 small rear seats and room 
for wheelchair in between. Swivelling 
front passenger seat. 6 months’ 
tax and a year’s MOT. In good 
condition, £1,950 ono. Tel: 020 
8452 3072 (North West London) or 
01444 248272. 


CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER limited 
edition XS CRDA, auto, 3.3 petrol, 
black, Constables Conversion and 
registered in 2007, 7k miles, 7 seater, 


leather interior, CD, DVD Player, 
remote controlled passenger seat with 
wheel chair included, side loading 
doors. £16,500 ono, Tel 07768844555 
(Elstree, Herts.) or email: 
dynateck1@btconnect.com 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA 2.3 diesel, 
Widnes Conversion,1996, vgc,75k 
miles, 1 owner from new, manual 
ramp, electric winch, 5 seats + wheel- 
chair. £2500 ono. tel 0208 654 7497 
(Croydon). 


Cont'd see pg 50 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 47 to 50) 
Ability Housing Association is a Registered Social 


The University of Kent frequently recrutts for clerical assistants, 
technicians and IT assistants, administrative staff, research and 5) Te de eS 
; : JOR Landlord (RSL) that specialises in providing disabled 
lecturing staff across our faculties. “)., people with housing and support services to enable 
Ability them to live more independent lives. 


Staff who have a disability are currently under-represented and we wish to At the University of Kent » 
improve the diversity of our workforce. The University is a member of the welhavecnlintennarional i nfo rm ati ona nd 
double tick pledge and will interview all applicants who meet the essential 


reputation for high-quality 
teaching, learning and 

For information about our vacancies please check our recruitment research.We have 14,000 
website http://www.kent.ac.uk/jobs/ 


Communications Manager 
Location: Staines, Middlesex 
Salary up to £34,343 


criteria. 


students across three 


For details in different formats, please apply to The Personnel campuses, including the - . 
Department on 01227 827837 (4 hours). Textphone users please pioneering new University Plus up Fee ene eee s000 * é 
phone 01227 824145. of Kent at Medway anda , 7 i ae mee pay t+ pension 
lanned capital buildin re you reaay for your next big challenge? 
We actively promote equal opportunity in education and employment and welcome applicants from all sections P P g Apes 
of the community. programme of £100 million Do you share our vision and values? 
: over the next five years. Our vision is to be regarded as the first choice provider of 
. thon, This is your opportunity to housing and support services that promote independent living for 
\ | EVV be part of this forward- disabled people in the South of England. 
—arenenters sy thinking and dynamic This is a new position responsible for improving and imp! 
UNIVERSITY ets p p proving and implementing 


environment. 


our communications strategy, which supports the delivery of 
challenging business objectives. 


The role is broad, involving internal communications, tenant and 
service user involvement, stakeholder management, support for new | 
business initiatives and optimising our media profile. 


Experience in the housing and support sector is not essential, 

but your exceptional talent for communication coupled with a | 
positive ‘can-do’ attitude will be matched by our commitment to 
your personal development. 


We value the diversity of our workforce and welcome applicants from 
all sections of the community. This position will be based at our office 
in Staines which is fully wheelchair accessible and has excellent 
transport links. 


If this sounds like the sort of challenge you could enjoy please apply 
for an application pack. 


Application closing date 12th March 2007 
Interviews 23rd March 2007 


Apply on-line at: www.ability-housing.co.uk 
or e-mail: jobs@ability-housing.co.uk or telephone 
for an application form: 01784 495639 quoting 
ref no. icm0107. 


Ability Housing Association, 
The Coach House, 

Gresham Road, Staines, 
Middlesex TW18 2AE. 


Mayor of London/Department for Culture, Media and Sport : SPORT 
Appointment of Sport England London Chair ® '@ ENGLAND 


The Mayor, in conjunction with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, wishes to 
identify an exceptional candidate to Chair the London Regional Sports Board, whose 
mission is to increase sports participation in one of the world's most diverse and dynamic cities. 


The Role: 


The Chair will be responsible, together with the Regional Director, for driving the delivery of a robust strategy for sport in the 
region, building on the Government's strategy and ensuring the Board meets its objectives. The Chair plays a central role in 
representing the Board to a wide range of interested parties and works as Sport England's regional voice on the dissemination of 
national policies. 


Applicants will need to have: 
e Involvement with and passion for sport either in a professional or voluntary capacity; 


e Senior management experience in a statutory, private or voluntary field, including knowledge of investment policies, and 
demonstrable competence in partnership working and strategic delivery; : 


@ Strong leadership and representational skills including chairing meetings; 


e A good understanding of the Mayor's policies and objectives, a commitment to engage London's communities and partnership 
working across regional, local and national government to take forward the Mayor's objectives in relation to sport in the capital; 


e Knowledge of how Government works, particularly the Government's sports policy, and awareness of local and regional 
bodies such as the London Development Agency, Transport for London, the Government Office for London and the London 
Cultural Consortium; 


e Excellent presentation and communication skills including experience of dealing with the media — TV, radio and the press. 


The appointment is planned to be made in April 2007 for a three-year term. Time commitment is expected to be 30 days 


www.ability-housing.co.uk 
per annum for which remuneration will be £10,720. =e ty ose tee 


How to apply: 


For further information, please visit Sport England's corporate website at www.sportengland.org the website for the Mayor of 
London www.london.gov.uk or contact the Greater London Authority (GLA) Recruitment Team on 020 7983 4143 quoting 
reference SELCO7. 


Closing date for Applications: noon 12th March 2007. 


Make your next role as 
important as ours. 


The Mayor of London, Sport England and DCMS support an equal opportunities policy. We want to be as diverse as the city we 
represent and welcome applications from everyone, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, faith or disability. 
www. on.gov.uk Ee 

poudon-gov.u DFID, the Department for International Development: leading the British 
government's fight against world poverty. 


CP4 


(=) = MAYOROFLONDON) 86 


We offer opportunities in our headquarters in London and East Kilbride — 
but also in many developing countries, with staff based in DFID offices plus 
British Embassies and High Commissions around the world. We have roles for 
leaders; professionals; specialists; managers; graduates and administrators. 


DFID is an equal opportunities employer and selection is on merit. Applications 
are welcomed from all parts of the community and we actively encourage 
interest from women, ethnic minority groups and those with a disability. 
We will make any reasonable adjustments should they be required. 
Candidates should be UK Nationals, nationals of a member state of the 
European Economic Area (EEA) or Commonwealth citizens with the right 
to work in the UK. 


AMPUTEE CASUALTY 
SIMULATIONS LTD 


RECRUITING AMPUTEES NOW!! 
Are you 18 — 45 then give us a call 


As a provider of casualty simulations, we are recruiting 


You can find out more about us, and our work, on our website 
www.dfid.gov.uk. You'll also find information about 
specific vacancies, opportunities, and an electronic 
application on the site. 


gh x Department for 
Z 5 International 
es Development 


www.dfid.gov.uk 


amputees for adhoc employment. ACS Ltd uses the 
unique qualities of amputees to recreate realistic scenes 
from traffic accidents to the horrors of bomb blasts and 


Disability Now April 2007 = 


a 


published 24 March. Classified deadlin 
Booking: 9 March. Copy: 13 March. ~~ 


the visual after- effects to provide effective training for 
medical and emergency services personnel. 


REASONABLY FIT? INTERESTED? ¢ 


For more information, or to join our team; A 


Tel: 0791 059 8150 


Amputee 
e-mail: ampsim@gmail.com CS 
www.ampsim.co.uk ww 


IN EXTRA March 2007 


published 10 March. Classified deadlines: 
Booking and Copy: 28 February. 
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RED CITROEN BERLINGO 1.9 Diesel, 
Multispace forte 02, with Lewis Red 
Conversation, Carries 3 plus wheel 
chair 20k mileage £6500 Tel. 01474 
703 806 (Dartford, Kent). 


VW SHARAN 1.9TDI manual, 
March 2004. Full service. Wheelchair 
plus 5 pax. Mileage 25k. 
V.G.Condition, electric windows, 
alloys £14,500 o.n.o Tel: 07879 
494770 or 01189 733390. 


INTERBILITY ELECTO HYDRAULIC 
wheelchair lift. Model hbc200. In 
perfect working order. Easy to 
install, Suitable for van, side 
or rear entrance. Will lift chair 
and occupant to floor level of 
van. Max lift 200 kgs. £500. 
Tel: 01474 833009 or email: 


hmurray640@yahoo.co.uk 


ULTRALITE SCOOTER 355 brand 
new (Used only 3 times), Range 
10-11 miles, can be folded or 
disassembled for transport. 
Adjustable handle bars, Multi use 
for seat, charger and basket 
included, max rider weight 100Kg. 
Tel. 01403 254249 (West Sussex) or 


jhyoung@tiscali.co.uk 


ScooT 4 ELECTRIC scooter, 
nearly 4 years old, max speed 4 mph 
with variable speed setting dial, solid 
tyres, indicators, headlight, rear 
lights and basket. Captain’s seat. 
In good condition, £200 ono. Tel: 
0114 2839410 (Sheffield) or email: 


h.mcilroy@pbtinternet.com 


VICTORY PRIDE 4 wheeler electric 
scooter, red, well maintained 
throughout ownership. £750. Tel for 
more information: 020 8571 0513. 


STANDING ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
Balder F290, Regularly Serviced, 
6) Syears, olds £25005 s Tel: 
01425 626088 or email: 
nickwelham@tiscali.co.uk 


PARKER BATH AS new, reluctant sale, 
cost new £5500, bargain at £3000 
or very close offers. Colour neutral, 
can be seen working, buyer must col- 
lect. Tel: 01543271015 (Cannock, 
Staffordshire). 


HUNTLEIGH LOW AIR loss mattress 
replacement system consisting of mat- 
tress, computer and travel bag. 
Portable, very little use. Cost new, 
£3,000, asking £1,000 ono. Will deliy- 
er to SE England. Tel: 020 8650 3839 


Beckenham, Kent). 


TERRY HARMONY THROUGH floor lift, 
VGC, Electric door controls. Cost £8k 
new, Buyer must take lift away on day 
it's dismantled. £2,995 ono Tel: 0208 
809 7442 or email: chloejocasta@hot- 


mail.com to arrange viewing. 


IN THE VILLAGE of Morton, 
Derbyshire. GCH, Double glazing 
throughout. Comprising:- entrance 
hallway, lounge, separate dining room 

bedroom 3, galley style fitted 
kitchen, ground floor wet room, first 
floor study, 2 double bedrooms and 
bathroom. £145,000 (Let considered). 
www.derbyshireproperties.com 
for details and pictures or email 


marianbowensmith@yahoo.co.uk 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
and make a big impres- 
sion. Small ads in DN 
reach over 60,000 people 
for just £9 a line. All small 
ads must be paid for in 


advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the 
form provided. Send it with 
a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW. 
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| wish to recruit a 


| BADP is one of London's oldest organisations of disabled people 


Are you unemployed? Working part time? 


Do you live in Brent - Ealingdammersmith & Fulham 
Harrow - Hillingdon or Hounslow? 


Would you like to work for your local council 
or other public sector organisations? 


if you require assistance and advice in applying 
for jobs in the public sector, Brent in2 Work are 
running 2 day workshops which will cover the 
following: 


e¢ How do | identify my skills 


¢ How do | fill out the application form 
on-line/or paper? 


e Understand the different stages in recruitment 


e How to perform well at interviews 


NOON 


q :\ % A DEVELOPMENT 
If you are interested in attending the workshops \\ ae a awe NCY 
please contact Brent in 2 Work on AS gS 

> 


0208 937 6520 Bee) oo. 


and quote ‘Working 4 West London Workshops’ 


disability access consultants 


6th, 7th & 8th March 2007 
Take all 3 Modules for just 
(£260 +VAT for | Module, £320+VAT for 2 Modules) } | 


Join us for some or all 3 modules of our intensive access 
auditor training course at our accessible, central London 
training venue — Early bird and other discounts available! 


Other training courses throughout 2006 


h ; - inc. 
35 ious Par Weert salary tange::31 50 a ai OL 3 Devonshire Mews, London W4 2HA. Tel: 020 8400 1440 


representing its membership at a borough and London wide level. 
BADP are looking for a dynamic individual with excellent leadership 
skills and an approachable manner. BADP is working in a 
constantly developing and challenging environment to ensure that 
the voice of its membership is heard by all sectors of our society, 


e¥ foviance 


Foviance is a company which helps organisations measure, analyse and 
enhance the online experience they deliver to their customers. Our customers 
include travel companies, retailers, banks, insurers and the media. 


BADP's Director will need to have extensive experience of 
managing a Voluntary Organisation, working at a strategic level, 
along with a Knowledge and understanding of issues affecting 
disabled people and an ability to represent the diverse interests 
of disabled people. Are you a skilled negotiator with excellent 
communication abilities who is looking for a new and exciting 
challenge, why not come and join BADP? 


Closing date - Wednesday 7th March 2007 
Interviews — Thursday 22nd March 2007 


We are currently recruiting disabled testers for a number of major projects in 
2007. We are looking for web users whose disability affects the way in which 
they access the web, with any level of online experience, to participate. 


Taking part is simple. It typically involves coming to our offices in London (or 
your home, office or university, if this is not possible), completing a number 
of tasks on a website and then discussing your opinion and use of the site. 
The sessions generally last between 1-2 hours and we pay competitive 
rates for your time (usually £50-£75). 


If you are interested in taking part, please give us your details by completing 
our online registration form http://www.foviance.com/news211206.asp 


For an application pack please contact: Kathleen Kennedy 
at BADP on 0208 451 3822 ext. 224 or by email: 
admin@badp.org 


For an informal chat please contact: Anju Bhatt, Thur-Fri. 
at BADP on 0208 451 3822 ext, 225 


Please state format required, e.g. large print, braille or disk. 
BADP aims to be an Equal Opportunities employer. 
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DN next month 


All the best news, views and jobs. Available 24 March 


ABNORMALLY FUNNY: Find out why they call Tanyalee Davis The Ferrari of Comedy. 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: More than 80 different groups take part in a mass equality debate at the Scottish Parliament. 


SPRING’S THE THING: pn gets its hands dirty in the garden. 


Centre for Disability Studies School of Sociology and Social Policy University of Leeds 


New Diplomas and MAs in Disability Studies 


In addition to our established Diploma/MaA in Disability Studies programmes, the Centre of Disability Studies now offers five new UNIVERSITY OF 


taught post graduate courses in Disability and related fields. These include Disability and Gender, Disability and Health, Disability 
and Race and Ethnicity, Disability and Social Policy, and Disability and Special Educational Needs. These dedicated schemes give 
students the opportunity to apply a disability studies perspective to particular areas of social policy and support. All our Disability Studies courses are 


designed for people working in or planning a career in the general area of disability research and related services. 


Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, but relevant experience will be taken into account 


where appropriate. This course is taught in an accessible location and the University welcomes disabled students. 

Note: only the Post Graduate Diploma/MaA in Disability Studies scheme is available as an open distance learning package. 

For further details please contact MARIE ROSS or DEBBIE WESTMORELAND in the School of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds, LST 9JT. 
Tel: and Minicom 0113 343 4408 or 0113 343 4407 


DN disabilityno 


DN iy, 2 Take advantage of our £5 discount off a one year 
ras subscription plus a free DN Mug (while stocks last) 


BARRED! < | 4 Pay just £13 for 12 issues and mid-month issue DN EXTRA (usual price £18) 


eer | i ) news e campaigns e features ¢ information 
i Dal, health e holidays ¢ jobs ¢ sports ¢ arts 


0845 120 7001 


You can now pay t by Direct Debit 


j Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST RLZU- YJSG-ACBJ, 800 Guillat Avenue, 
5 I Kent Science Park, Sittingbourne ME9 8GU. 


Name: Address: 


Postcode: Tel No: 


| enclose a cheque/postal order for £ made payable to Disability Now 
| authorise you to charge my Visa _ Mastercard (_ Switch [_ 
1 Card No: CO CO) CLL Li 

! Iss No: (Switch only) Valid from:[ [| /[ | Expiry date:[ Vi IL | 


[ 
Signature: Date: DNO307 
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